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Position  of  Agriculture  and  World  Situation  Reviewed  by 
President  Wood  in  Fifteenth  Annual  Address 

Courage,  Determination  and  Endurance  Essential  to  Survival — The  Responsibility  of  the  Locals— "The  World  Is  Not  Listening 

to  What  Tou  Are  Saying:  It  is  Watching  What  Tou  are  Doing" 


DURING  the  life  of  our  organization  we  have  passed  through  vicissitudes 
incidental  to  the  development  of  a  new  country,  and  periods  of  de- 
pression common  to  all  progress,  but  never  before  have  we  met  in  Convention 
when  agricultural  conditions  were  more  depressing  or  the  immediate  future 
more  unpromising.  I  doubt  if  farmers  anywhere  have  ever  been  more  in- 
dustrious and  progressive  than  the  farmers  of  Alberta  have  been  during  the 
past  two  years.  Nature  has  not  been  unkind,  but  the  results  of  their  efforts 
are  a  liabihty  rather  than  an  asset.  The  prices  of  all  grains  are  below  the  cost 
of  production.  Many  crops  have  not  paid  the  expense  of  harvesting,  thresh- 
ing and  delivering.  Many  farmers  who  raised  fair  crops  will  have  little  or 
no  cash  with  which  to  buy  food,  clothing  or  fuel,  to  carry  them  through  the 
winter.  To  meet  obligations  in  the  way  of  taxes,  interest  and  due  payments 
on  indebtedness,  will  be  out  of  the  question. 


Over  against  the  scanty  income  of  the 
farmers,  their  budget  of  expenses  re- 
mains the  same.  The  necessity  for  sus- 
taining life  and  health  is  the  same,  and 
their  desire  for  comfort  remains  normal. 
Taxes  are  the  same  and  interest  rates 
the  same.  The  prices  of  all  the  farmer 
has  to  buy  are  practically  if  not  exactly 
the  same.  When  I  say  they  are  the  same 
I  am  speaking  in  terms  of  dollars  and 
cents.  Put  in  terms  of  wheat,  it  would 
10W  take  the  net  returns  of  at  least 
three  of  i&ur  bushels  of  wheat  to  meet 
the  same  amount  of  obligation  that  the 
net  returns  of  one  bushel  would  have 
met  twenty  months  ago.  I  hope  no  one 
will  take  this  as  an  indictment  against 
the  innocent  and  perfectly  good  dollar. 
Neither  is  it  an  indictment  against  the 
perfectly  good  bushel  of  wheat.  But  it 
IS  an  indictment  against  the  wholly 
vicious  industrial  conflict  in  which  right 
relationship  of  prices  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
approximatedj  to  say  nothing  about 
being  maintained. 

To  say  the  situation  is  serious  may  be 
putting  it  mildly,  but  to  sa^  it  is  a  dis- 
aster that  cannot  be  survived  is  un- 
warranted. It  will  take  courage,  deter- 
mination and  endurance.  That  the 
Alberta  farmers  have  these  qualifications 
has  been  amply  demonstrated,  and  will 
have  to  be  demonstrated  again  under 
conditions  more  complicated  and  de- 
pressing than  have  ever  existed  in  any 
previous  experience.  We  will,  of  course, 
carry  on. 

Past  Tear  in  Organization  Affairs 

Since  our  last  Convention  we  have 
passed  the  twenty-second  year  of  the 
life  of  our  organization.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  activities  during  the  two 
elections,  there  has  been  little  to  mark 
the  past  year  as  an  eventful  one  in 
organization  affairs.  In  fact,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  last  year  the  Board  of  Directors 
found  finances  is  such  a  condition  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  cut  expenses 
to  the  minimum.  To  this  end  it  was 
decided  not  to  hold  a  niidsummer  board 
meeting,  and  organization  activities  b^ 
the  Directors  were  also  reduced.  This 
threw  more  responsibility  on  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  which  met  several 
times  when  necessity  arose.  While  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  at  least 
one  midsummer  meeting  of  the  full 
Board,  I  wish  to  testify  to  the  earnest 
manner  in  which  the  Executive  has  met 
its  responsibilities, — "ome  of  which 
have  not  been  easy. 


Of  course,  the  great  burden  of  responsi- 
bility for  keeping  the  organization  alive 
and  active  has  rested,  as  always,  on  the 
Locals.  The  Locals  are  the  individuals 
of  the  organization  just  as  the  members 
are  the  individuals  of  the  Locals.  If 
the  individual  members,  as  such,  are 
alive  and  active,  the  Locals  will  be  alive 
and  active.  If  the  Locals  are  alive  and 
active,  the  organization  will  also  be  alive 
and  active.  If  individuals  have  sincerity 
of  purpose  and  are  guided  by  sane  think- 
ing, the  Locals  will  be  the  same;  and 
they  in  turn  will  put  sanity  and  sincerity 
of  purpose  into  the  whole  organization. 
As  the  individuals,  so  the  Locals;  as  the 
Locals,  so  the  organization. 

In  reviewing  the  two  elections,  the 
immediate  results  of  each-  are  perhaps 
all  that  could  reasonably  have  been  ex- 
pected. The  latent  citizenship  vitality, 
arising  when  occasion  presented  itself, 
proved  as  strong  and  efficient  as  ever. 
However,  the  four  years'  growth  and  de- 
velopment were  not  what  they  should 
have  been.  They  did  not  measure  up 
to  the  importance  of  the  work  we  are 
engaged  in. 

Dealing  directly  with  one  phase  of  our 
organization  work,  we,  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  have  undertaken 
what  we  believe  to  be  a  real  political 
reform.  This  does  not  mean  that  we 
have  organized  a  new  political  party 
under  the  old  system,  and  assumed  a 
holier  than  thou  attitude,  expecting  to 
catch  votes  to  put  ourselves  in  office. 
In  fact,  it  means  all  that  is  iu  opposition 
to  that  idea.  We  are  not  political  office 
seekers.  We  are  citizens  burdened  with 
taxation  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  Government  and  the  necessary  busin- 
ness  connected  with  Government.  We 
want  that  business  carried  on  econ- 
omically and  efficiently,  giving  the  great- 
est possible  protection  to  all  individuals 
and  equal  justice  to  all  legitimate  in- 
terests. 

Provincial  Government  is  largely  a 
business  responsibility,  involving  con- 
siderable legislation.  All  citizens,  es- 
pecially taxpayers,  have  an  interest 
in  economical  and  efficient  administra- 
tion of  provincial  affairs.  Every  right 
minded  citizen  wants  legislation  that  is 
fair  to  all.  National  Government  deals 
with  more  complicated  legislation,  but 
the  interests  of  all  are  involved  in  a 
business  way.  The  question  is  whether 
or  not  citizens  of  modern,  democratically 
oontrolled  government  have  been  Koing 


about  it  the  right  way  to  get  the  best 
results  from  governmental  activities. 

People  fought  for  centuries  to  secure 
democratic  government  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it,  but  so  far  they  have 
not  learned  to  intelligently  control  it 
in  the  interests  of  democratic,  social  and 
industrial  construction.  So  long  as  they 
divide  their  forces  on  spurious  or  minor 
questions,  growing  out  of  temporary  con- 
ditions, they  will  neither  exercise  a 
wholesome  influence  on  government, 
nor  receive  satisfactory  results. 

Humanity's  Supreme  Responsibility 

Right  social  construction  is  the  greatest 
enterprise  within  the  realm  of  human 
thought,  and  it  is  the  supreme  responsi- 
bility of  the  human  race.  While  govern- 
mental legislation  is  only  secondary  and 
supplemental  in  scientific  social  con- 
struction, it  nevertheless  wields  a  tre- 
mendous influence  for  good  or  evil  on 
social  progress,  and  legislative  represent- 
atives should  be  selected  with  the  greatest 
care.  In  the  practical  functioning  of 
democracy,  intelligence  and  efficiency 
must  begin  with  the  citizenship. 

For  over  half  a  century  farmers  have 
been  trying  to  organize  their  forces  in 
order  to  exercise  some  influence  in  the 
industrial  and  political  world,  but  their 
lack  of  intelligent  efficiency  led  them  into 
many  blunders  and  failures.  In  their 
first  efforts  they  put  particular  emphasis 
on  the  importance  of  reform  through 
legislative  enactment.  This  soon  led 
them  to  enter  the  political  field  as  a 
new  and  distinct  force.  This  force  was 
organized  on  the  same  lines  as  the  exist- 
ing orthodox  forces  of  the  times,  viz:  as 
a  political  party.  It  was  a  farmers' 
party,  of  course,  but  operated  and  con- 
trolled in  practically  the  same  way  that 
all  political  parties  were  controlled  at 
the  time.  This  means  that  it  was  not 
controlled  by  the  people  themselves,  but 
by  those  who  could  manage  to  work  them- 
se'ves  into  positions  of  leadership  and 
control.  This,  in  turn,  means  that  the 
responsibility  for  the  success  of  the  move- 
ment was  not  on  the  citizenship,  but  on 
a  few  who  controlled  the  destiny  of  the 
movement.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  such  a  party  could  not  develop 
strength  and  stability  sufficient  to  hold 
its  own  permanently  among  the  older, 
stronger  and  better  established  parties 
organized  on  the  same  basis. 

While  most  of  such  parties  accomplished 
some  good,  they  were  all  short  lived — 
very  logically  so — but  farmers  continued 
to  try  the  impossible  until  1919,  in  which 
year  there  was  a  political  uprising  among 
the  farmers  of  Canada,  especially  Western 
Canada.  This  uprising  extended  to  all 
three  prairie  provinces.  Current  history 
gives  the  results  of  all  Canadian  Farmers' 
political  movements  organized  on  a  party 
basis. 

Alberta's  Departure  from  Old  Method 

Alberta  farmers,  having  carefully  stud- 
ied the  birth,  death  and  cause  of  death 
of  all  such  parties,  decided  to  enter  the 
political  field  as  an  organization  and  to 
use  the  machinery  of  the  organization  to 
(ConlinuBd  on  paee  25) 
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EDITORIAL 

THE  CONVENTION  OF  1931 

The  Convention  of  1931  will  be  remembered  as  one 
of  the  most  vital  in  the  history  of  the  U.  F.  A.  Move- 
ment. Undeterred  by  the  prevailing  distress — more 
serious  in  the  farm  homes  of  Alberta  than  in  any  previous 
period  in  the  history  of  the  West— 500  delegates,  in- 


spired by  a  determination  to  come  to  grips  with  the 
problems  of  their  industry,  made  their  way  to  the 
Convention  city,  and  throughout  the  debates  of  the 
week  their  attention  was  concentrated  as  in  no  recent 
Convention  that  we  can  recall,  upon  fundamental  ques- 
tions as  well  as  upon  immediately  pressing  problems. 
The  Manifesto  published  in  this  number  and  the  action 
taken  upon  other  issues  of  first  class  importance  which 
will  be  reported  later  in  The  U.  F.  A.,  showed  clearly 
that  the  crusading  spirit  to  which  Premier  Brownlee 
appealed  in  his  address  is  already  awakened,  and  gives 

promise  of  new  achievement. . 

*    *  * 

THE  GOAL  DEFINED 

The  Manifesto  contains  a  series  of  practical  proposals 
of  immediate  urgency,  whose  adoption  would  do  much 
to  bring  relief  of  the  present  distress.  In  its  preamble 
also  is  defined,  for  the  first  time  in  an  official  document 
of  the  Association,  the  economic  goal  of  our  movement. 
That  goal,  the  attainment  of  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth, has  been  implicit  in  the  history  of  the  U.  F.  A. 
and  explicit  in  the  pubUc  declarations  of  many  of  its 
leaders.  It  is  a  goal  which  cannot  be  attained  without 
long  continued  effort,  but  until  it  is  attained  there  can 
be  no  permanent  solution  of  the  problems  which  face 
agriculture  in  common  with  every  other  department 
of  industry. 

«    *  * 

VETERAN  LEADER'S  GREAT  ACHIEVEMENT 

The  veteran  President  under  whose  leadership  the 
U.  F.  A.  became  an  organized  force  of  citizenship  such 
as  has  not  previously  been  seen  among  farmers  in  North 
America,  whose  guidance  during  the  critical  period  when 
the  Association  entered  the  field  of  active  politics 
saved  the  movement  from  what  might  well  have  proved 
to  be  fatal  error,  and  whose  philosophy  has  so  thoroughly 
permeated  the  movement  as  to  be  identifiable  with  it. 
— H.  W.  Wood — retired  from  his  high  office,  assigning  to 
another  the  burden  and  the  responsibiUty.  The  Con- 
vention found  two  occasions  to  express  in  unmistakable 
terms  its  appreciation  of  the  services  which  the  retiring 
President  has  rendered,  as  it  did  of  the  valuable  contri- 
bution of  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Scholefield,  who  also 
declined  to  leave  his  name  in  nomination  this  year. 
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Veteran  President  Concludes  Fifteen  Years  Term 


CONCLUDING  an  eventful  term  as  President  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  of  fifteen  years,  during 
which  the  organization  under  his  leadership  has  emerged 
from  its  probational  youth  to  become  a  mature  and 
vigorous  force,  expressing,  through  democratic  political 
action,  the  power  of  organized  citizenship,  electing  and 
re-electing  an  influential  group  of  members  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  giving  to  the  Province  a  new  type  of  Gov- 
ernment freed  from  the  bonds  of  partizanship;  a  term 
during  which  the  Association  has  become  also  the  parent 
of  a  group  of  co-operative  enterprises  which  today  play 
an  important  role  in  the  economic  life  of  the  Province 
and  the  Dominion,  H.  W.  Wood  retired  from  office  at 
the  recent  Annual  Convention, 
assigning  to  Robert  Gardiner, 
M.P.,  chairman  of  the  U.F.A. 
group  at  Ottawa,  the  leadership 
of  the  movement. 

For  several  years,  he  intimated  to 
the  Convention,  he  had  been  hoping 
to  be  freed  of  the  duties  of  the 
Presidency,  and  awaiting  the  time 
when  the  responsibilities  of  this 
office  could  be  passed  on  to  another. 
Ou  icarning  that  Mr.  Gardiner 
would  accept  he  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  name. 

An  Ovation  by  the  Delegates 

The  retiring  Chieftain  of  the 
movement  received  from  the  as- 
sembled delegates  a  demonstration 
of  their  whole-hearted  appreciation 
of  the  long  period  of  disinterested 
and  distinguished  service  which  he 
has  given  to  the  cause  of  the  farmers 
of  Alberta  and  of  Canada;  a  demon- 
stration whose  resurgence  was  wit- 
nessed on  the  closing  night  of  the 
Convention  when  he  was  presented 
by  the  President-elect,  in  behalf  of 
the  Central  Board  of  the  Associa- 
tion, with  a  case  of  pipes  and  the 
text  of  an  illuminated  address  then 
in  course  of  preparation  by  the  ar- 
tist. This  ceremony,  during  which 
Mr.  Wood  himself  was  touched  with 
deep  emotion,  marked  the  climax 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  week,  and 
will  ever  remain  memorable  to  those 
who  vdtnessed  it. 

When,  five  minutes  before  noon 
on  Wednesday,  E.  J.  Garland,  M.P., 
from  the  chair  announced  that  the 
time  for  nominations  for  the  Presi- 
dency was  approaching,  it  was 
moved  and  seconded  and  carried 
that  nominations  remain  open  for 
five  minutes.    The  names  of  Robert 

Gardiner,  M.P.,  H.  W.  Wood  and  H.  Critchlow  were  placed 
in  nomination.  Then  after  a  pause,  came  a  motion,  which 
the  Convention  adopted,  that  nominations  be  closed,  and 
Mr.  Critchlow  withdrew  his  name.  President  Wood,  from 
the  place  where  he  sat  in  the  choir  of  the  church,  rose  to 
address  the  chair. 

Mr.  Wood  Withdraws  His  Name 

"I  would  like  to  make  a  statement,"  he  said.  "I  have  been 
occupying  the  position  of  President  nominally  for  I  believe 
seven  years.  I  have  been  asking  the  Convention  in  the 
meantime  to  find  somebody  and  elect  him  for  real  President. 
Now  I  understand  that  Mr.  Gardiner  has  consented  to  aceept 
that  position.  And  on  that  basis  I  wish  to  withdraw  my 
name." 

Immediately  W.  F.  Bredin,  himself  a  pioneer  of  the  West 
and  a  veteran  of  the  U.  F.  A.  Movement  and  former  Director, 
rose  to  inquire  if  it  were  possible  under  the  constitution  to 
elect  an  Honorary  President,  hut  Mr.  Wood  intimated  that 


PRESIDENT  WOOD 


it  was  not  his  desire  that  such  an  office  should  be  created  for  him. 
"My  Colleague  and  Fellow  Smoker" 

Then  Mr.  Garland  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  President- 
elect. "One  of  the  greatest  pleasures  of  my  life,"  he  said, 
"is  now  before  me:  to  introduce  as  your  President  my  col- 
league and  fellow  smoker,  Mr.  Robert  Gardiner,  of  Excel." 

Prolonged  applause  greeted  Mr.  Gardiner  as  he  came  to 
the  platform.  "I  can  assure  you,"  he  said,  "that  I  appre- 
ciate this  honor  very  much  indeed,  especially  when  we  find 
that  two  other  candidates  have  withdrawn,  and  may  I  par- 
ticularly refer  to  our  old  President,  Mr.  Wood.  I  appreciate 
his  withdrawal  in  my  favor  more  than  I  can  espress  in  words." 
The  President-elect  then  referred  briefly  to  the  responsibilities 
which  had  been  placed  upon  him,  and  made  an  appeal  for  the 
support  of  the  membership  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
organization.    This  portion  of  his  speech  is  reproduced  in  full 

in  another  part  of  this  issue.  He 
concluded  by  again  expressing  his 
appreciation  of  the  honor  that  had 
been  conferred  upon  him,  and  re- 
sumed his  seat  amid  applause. 

Mr.  Garland:  "I  think  this 
Convention  agrees  with  me  that 
whilst  congratulating  and  tendering 
our  support  to  our  new  President, 
we  should  not  overlook  in  any  way 
the  marvellous  work  done  by  our 
Grand  Old  Man." 

Mr.  Wood's  Earnest  Reque  st 

Cheers  and  cries  of  "Speech" 
compelled  Mr.  Wood  to  rise  again. 
"I  have  a  very  deep  and  heart-felt 
appreciation  of  your  manifesta- 
tion," he  said,  "and  my  earnest 
request  is  that  you  manifest  just 
as  much  enthusiasm  and  back  it  up 
by  honest,  zealous,  continuous  work, 
to  maintain  the  standing  of  the 
greatest  farmers'  organization  that 
ever  existed." 

Mr.  Garland:  "We  can  never 
forget  that  Mr.  Wood — I  like  plain 
Mr.  Wood,  though  we  appreciate 
the  honor  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  University,  an  honor  in  which 
we  all  share — gave  birth  to  the 
philosophy  that  has  made  this 
organization;  and  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  he  himself  feels  in  his  heart 
and  in  his  soul  a  certain  wrench  at 
this  moment.  Having  seen  this 
movement  reach  a  great  pinnacle  of 
success  in  1920,  1921,  and  even  into 
1922,  he  then  saw  you  and  me  sit 
back  a  little,  and  let  things  drift; 
and  there  were  men  in  the  move- 
ment who  said:  'We  want  active 
organizers;  we  want  push.'  And 
what  we  wanted  is  what  your  new 
President  will  need.  We  want  lead- 
ership in  the  rank  and  file,  leaders 
in  the  movement,  men  who  will  never 
lag.  And  I  will  tell  you  this:  It  doesn't  matter  how  great 
a  President  you  have,  if  you  are  not  with  him  he  cannot  do  all 
he  might  for  this  organization.  So  I  congratulate  you  on  your 
old  President:  anything  I  have  learned  of  philosophy  I  nave 
learned  from  him;  and  I  congratulate  you  on  your  new  Presi- 
dent." (Applause.), 

The  Presentation 

Prior  to  the  presentation  to  Mr.  Wood  on  Friday  evening, 
Mr.  Gardiner,  who  had  been  presiding  during  the  discussion 
of  resolutions,  rose  to  announce  the  suspension  of  proceedings 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  Mr.  Garland  took  the  chair. 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,"  he  said,  "tonight  we  have  one  of 
those  pleasurable  interludes,  which  are  not  really  interludes 
after  all,  but  simply  marks  of  progress,  if  you  like,  marks 
certainly  indicating  that  events  are  taking  place  which  justify 
us  in  recognizing  the  history  of  the  past  year.  You  have 
before  you  on  the  platform  tonight  two  Presidents,  one  the 
President-elect,  Mr.  Gardiner,  for  the  future  years,  and  one 
tfce  Grand  Old  Man  of  the  movement."    (Applause.)  "the 
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one  from  whom  much  of  the  inspiration,  much  of  the  idealism, 
and  most  of  the  real  constructive  philosophy  of  the  past  decade 
have  come.  Mr.  Gardiner,  your  new  President,  has  a  pleasant 
duty  to  perform  tonight.  I  have  pleasure  in  introducing  to 
you  Mr.  Gardiner." 

New  President  to  the  Old 

Mr.  Gardiner:  "Mr.  Chairman,  our  honored  guest  Mr. 
Wood,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  I  am  not  quite  so  sure  that 
the  duty  I  have  to  perform  this  evening  is  to  me  a  very  pleasant 
one,  because  of  the  fact  that  it  demonstrates  a  break  with 
the  past.  Yet  on  the  other  hand  it  is  pleasant.  It  is  pleasant 
because  I  have  the  opportunity  of  paying  the  sincerest  tribute 
to  the  greatest  man  that  the  farmers  of  Canada  ever  had 
at  their  head.  (Applause.)  It  is  unpleasant  because  for  the 
time  being  at  least  there  is  a  break,  and  when  we  get  a  break 
after  the  number  of  years  that  Mr.  Wood  has  so  valiantly  and 
so  faithfully  served  this  organiza- 
tion, which  he  has  brought  out  of 
the  depths  of  ignorance  up  to  the 
high  plane  of  a  well  educated, 
stable  organization — when  we  re- 
member that,  our  hearts  are  heavy 
even  at  this  moment.  But  may 
I  say  to  Mr.  Wood  that  even  if 
the  break  has  come  at  the  present 
time,  our  thoughts  and  our  hearts 
are  with  him;  that  we  wish  him 
well  in  the  future — not  only  wish 
him  well  but  that  he  will  retain  his 
health  and  strength  to  carry  on  the 
very  important  work  which  he  is 
now  engaged  in,  and  engaged  in  in 
the  interests  of  the  farmers  of  this 
Province.  So,  Mr.  Wood,  I  have 
very  much  pleasure,  first  of  all  in 
presenting  you  with  a  case  of  pipes 
which  I  hope  you  will  find  sweet 
smoking. 

"And  I  also  desire  to  read  the 
text  of  an  illuminated  address, 
which  is  to  be  presented  when  the 
artist  has  completed  it.  I  am  going 
to  read  for  the  information  of  the 
Convention  the  words  of  this  ad- 
dress which  has  been  prepared  as  a 
mark  of  our  esteem." 

As  the  presentation  was  made 
the  delegates  rose  to  their  feet 
en  masse  and  stood  for  a  moment, 
cheering.    Mr.  Wood  came  forward. 

"Not  for  Any  Crown" 

"To  say  that  I  didn't  appreciate 
what  you  have  just  done,"  he  said, 
"would  be  to  confess  that  I  was  not 
human.  I  do  appreciate  it,  but  I 
haven't  any  idea  of  how  to  express 
that  appreciation  in  words.  My 
association  and  connection  with  the 
U.  F.  A.  has  been  strenuous  some- 
times, but  it  has  been  the  greatest 
thing  of  my  life,  so  great  indeed 
that  I  would  not  have  changed  it 
for  the  work  of  any  other  man  in  the  world.  (Applause.)  I 
would  not  have  exchanged  it  for  any  crown  in  the  world. 
It  is,  I  presume,  needless  to  say  to  this  audience  that  I  would 
not  have  changed  it  to  become  the  greatest  military  leader 
of  all  the  ages.  For  I  believe  we  are  engaged  in  the  greatest 
work  in  the  world,  and  I  have  been  firmly  convinced  in  my 
own  mind  that  if  we  could  firmly  stabilize  the  farmers'  organi- 
zation in  Alberta  we  would  have  made  the  greatest  possible 
contribution  to  social  reorganization,  reconstruction  and 
regeneration.  I  believe  that  the  birth,  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  civilization  wait  for  the  mobilized,  intelligent  action 
of  the  farmers  of  the  world.  Now  I  want  you  to  get  that 
because  that  is  exactly  what  I  believe.  I  believe  that  if  the 
farmers  of  the  world  can  mobilize  their  strength  and  can  do 
it  intelligently,  they  will  be  the  greatest  inf  uence  in  breaking 
down  industrial  warfare  and  building  an  industrial  system. 
Today  we  haven't  an  industrial  system  for  the  purpose  of 
serving  the  wants  of  humanity;  and  I  don't  believe  uiat  we 
ever  will  until  the  farmers  have  become  tnobilised  and  intelli- 
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gent.  Consequently,  I  have  believed  that  I  was  engaged  in 
the  greatest  work  in  the  world,  and  I  still  believe  it. 

"Now  I  appreciate  the  token  that  you  have  just  presented 
to  me,  and  I  will  appreciate  it  a  thousand  times  more  if  you 
carry  this  work  on  to  stabilization  and  mass  intelligence. 
That  is  the  appeal  that  I  make  to  you.  And  if  I  could  die — 
and  I  would  put  it  off  a  long  time  if  I  knew  that  I  could  see 
this,  perhaps  longer  than  you  have  any  idea — if  I  could  die 
knowing  that  that  work  had  been  accomplished  I  think  I 
would  die  as  happily  as  any  man  ever  did.  Ladies  and  gentle- 
men, members  and  all  officials,  that  task  I  assign  to  you." 
(Loud  and  prolonged  applause.) 

As  Mr.  Wood  returned  to  his  seat,  Mr.  Garland  paid  a 
further  tribute  to  the  sincerity  of  his  devotion  to  the  move- 
ment, and  added:    "His  final  message  is  to  carry  on,  and  the 
promise  that  he  will  live  to  see  you  reach  the  height  of  your 
achievement  if  you  will  carry  on. 
Mr.  Wood,  live!    We  are  going  to 
carry  on."  

' —  The  New  President 

The  new  President  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  Robert  Gar- 
diner, M.P.,  was  born  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, Scotland,  fifty-one  years  ago. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  left 
Scotland  to  live  in  Nottingham, 
England,  and  subsequently  spent  a 
great  part  of  his  youth  in  Yorkshire, 
where  he  completed  his  education 
and  entered  commercial  life,  after- 
wards moving  to  London.  In  1902 
he  came  to  Canada,  and  it  was 
while  he  was  working  for  a  member 
of  the  Territorial  Grain  Growers' 
Association  at  Indian  Head  that  he 
gained  his  first  contact  with  the 
movement  in  which  he  was  destined 
to  play  a  distinguished  role  in  later 
life.  The  Association,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  formed  in  1901, 
and  in  1902  began  its  first  important 
campaign  against  the  abuses  then 
so  widely  prevalent  in  the  handling 
of  farmers  grain  at  local  elevators. 
Experience  gained  in  the  trades 
union  movement  in  England  in  his 
youth,  and  a  knowledge  of  econo- 
mics, of  which  as  a  result  of  his 
deep  interest  in  social  problems  he 
had  become  a  close  student,  had 
revealed  to  him  the  imperative  need 
for  the  organization  of  the  people 
on  an  industrial  basis  as  the  pre- 
liminary to  effective  social  con- 
struction. He  was  therefore  quick 
to  realize  the  possibility  of  improv- 
ing farm  conditions  through  asso- 
ciated effort. 
Homesteaded  at  North  Battleford 
Homesteading  at  North  Battle- 
ford  in  1903,  he  joined  the  first  Grain 
Growers'  Local  formed  in  the  district,  and  remained  in  active 
membership  until,  some  years  later,  he  left  to  settle  in  Alberta. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  first  municipal  council  formed  in  the 
North  Battleford  area  in  which  he  lived.  In  1910  he  filed  on 
South  African  Veteran  Scrip  land  near  Excel,  Alberta,  and 
carried  out  the  necessary  duties,  taking  up  permanent 
residence  in  1912  on  his  Alberta  farm,  where  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  He  still  owns  his  North  Battleford  farm,  as  well 
as  480  acres  which  he  farms  at  Excel. 

Mr.  Gardiner  joined  the  U.F. A.  a  few  days  after  his  arrival 
in  the  Province,  and  has  remained  in  continuous  membership. 
Always  active  in  the  affairs  of  local  self-government,  he  was 
elected  to  the  council  of  Golden  Centre  Rural  Municipality 
for  the  year  1914,  and  was  reeve  from  1915  until,  following 
his  election  to  Parliament,  he  retired  in  the  fall  of  1921.  Upon 
the  formation  of  the  new  municipal  Hail  Insurance  Board  in 
1919  he  became  a  member,  and  for  three  years  he  was  Vice- 
President  of  the  Municipal  Districts  Association,  from  which 
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Gardiner  to  the  Membership  of  the  U.F.A. 

You  have  placed  upon  my  shoulders  another  responsibility.  I 
realise  that  there  is  a  great  responsibility  in  being  president  of  such 
an  organization  as  this.  My  hope  is  that  I  will  be  able  to  live  up  to 
that  responsibility  in  so  far  as  your  expectations  are  concerned,  but  in 
order  to  do  that  will  be  needed  the  support  of  every  member  in  the  U.  F.  A. 
(Applause).  We  are  passing  through  grave  times,  but  we  must  meet 
the  problems  which  we  have  before  us  immediately;  and  not  only  must 
we  do  this,  we  must  look  forward  to  the  future  to  find  permanent  solu- 
tions. Now  that  is  the  work  of  an  organization  like  this,  and  when 
you  elect  a  president  you  place  on  his  shoulders  a  responsibility  and  a 
very  substantial  share  of  the  responsibility  of  finding  ways  and  means 
to  meet  these  conditions.  Without  your  co-operation  my  tenure  in 
office  will  be  useless.  With  the  rank  and  file  behind  us,  and  the  rank 
and  file  working,  then  I  am  sure  that  we  will  make  progress  and  make 
progress  satisfactorily. 

— From  the  speech  of  acceptance  of  the  new  President. 


he  retired  in  1922. 
First  n.  F.  A.  Member  of  Parliament 

Mr.  Gardiner's  name  was  the  one 
selected  from  twelve  submitted  to  the 
nominating  Convention  of  the  Medicine 
Hat  U.  F.  A.  Federal  Constituency  Asso- 
ciation in  1921,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
historic  Medicine  Hat  by-election.  He 
was  returned  to  Ottawa  as  the  first 
U.  F.  A.  member  of  Parliament  by  a 
spectacular  majority  in  excess  of  9,700, 
including  a  clear  majority  in  the  city  of 
Medicine  Hat.  His  opponent  lost  his 
deposit,  establishing  a  precedent  in  this 
respect  which  was  followed  by  the  two 
opponents  who  faced  him  in  the  general 
election  of  1921,  and  which  has  continued 
to  be  followed  by  every  candidate  who 
has  entered  the  field  against  him  since, 
the  two  candidates  in  the  new  con- 
stituency of  Acadia  who  opposed  him  in 
1925,  and  the  single  candidate  against 
him  in  1926  sharing  the  fate  of  the  others. 
In  the  Dominion  general  election  of  1930, 
Robert  Gardiner  in  the  West  and  Henri 
Bourassa  in  Quebec  were  the  only  two 
members  elected  by  acclamation. 

Strength  of  IT.  F.  A.  Basis 

Since  the  U.  F.  A.  group  first  made  its 
appearance  at  Ottawa,  Mr.  Gardiner  has 
been  its  chairman.  Upon  the  beginning 
of  the  disintegration  of  the  Progressive 
party  the  U.  F.  A.  group  became  in 
1926  the  third  largest  in  the  House  of 
Commons— a  position  which  it  has  since 
retained  in  the  face  of  the  almost  total 
disappearance  of  the  Progressives,  who, 
brought  upon  the  political  scene  as  a  new 
political  party  of  promise  owing  to  their 
lack  of  a  sound  organizational  base  proved 
to  be  only  a  transitory  factor  in  public 
life.  Mr.  Gardiner  attributes  to  the 
refusal  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
to  become  merged  in  any  political  party 
whatsoever,  and  to  the  democratic  method 
of  nominating,  electing  and  controlling 
their  representatives  which  the  Alberta 
farmers  have  followed,  the  survival  of 
the  U.F.A.  group  as  a  force  at  Ottawa 
in  the  face  of  the  debacle  which  brought 
to  an  end  the  most  recent  in  the  long 
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series  of  experiments,  always  abortive,  to 
build  up  a  farmers'  political  party. 


The  New  Vice-President 

Norman  F.  Priestley,  the  new  Vice- 
President  of  the  U.  F.  A.,  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  in  1884.  As  a  boy 
he  lived  for  four  years  in  Toronto,  after- 
wards returning  to  England,  and  in  1904 
he  homesteaded  with  his  father  and 
uncles  at  Onoway,  financing  the  farming 
opera,tions  through  the  pioneer  stages  by 
working  as  a  stone  carver  in  Calgary, 
where  he  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  his 
union  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Building  Trades  Council. 

Long  Identified  with  Movement 

During  the  early  period  of  his  farming 
operations  Mr.  Priestley  became  secretary 
of  the  Onoway  agricultural  fair.  From 
the  inception  of  the  U.  F.  A.  he  has  been 
at  all  times  closely  identified  with  the 
movement,  having  inherited  his  interest 
in  it  from  his  father,  the  late  James 
Priestley,  who  was  for  five  years  president 
of  the  Onoway  U.  F.  A.  Local  and  was 
a  personal  friend  of  the  late  James  Speak- 
man,  third  President  of  the  United  Farm- 
ers of  Alberta. 

In  the  years  1908  to  1910,  while  still 
making  his  home  on  the  farm,  Mr. 
Priestley  studied  at  Alberta  College,  and 
later  entered  the  University  of  Alberta, 
where  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  left  the  University 
to  go  overseas  as  a  member  of  the  Cana- 
dian Expeditionary  Force  during  the  war, 
and  on  his  return  after  two  years'  service, 
went  back  to  the  farm,  and  later,  entered 
the  ministry,  where  he  took  charges  at 
Wainwright  and  Coaldale,  finding  oppor- 
tunity also  to  engage  in  newspaper  work. 
Throughout  these  years  his  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  work  of  the  U.F.A. 
continued.  In  1921  and  1922  he  was' 
president  of  the  Wainwright  U.F.A. 
Local,  and  for  one  year  he  was  president 
of  the  Wainwright  U.F.A.  Provincial 
Constituency  Association.  For  the  past 
six  years  he  has  been  a  Vice-President  of 
the  Lethbridge  U.  F.  A.  Federal  Con- 
stituency Association.  At  the  Lethbridge 
nominating  convention  held  prior  to  the 
Federal  General  Election  of  1930,  when 
six  names  were  submitted  to  the  Conven- 
tion, his  was  the  last  eliminated. 


two  sessions  of  the  Alberta  Legislature, 
and  for  several  years  has  been  a  frequent 
contributor  of  special  articles  upon  co- 
-operation  and  public  affairs.  He  edited 
the  two  numbers  of  the  Record  of  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Institute,  the  second  of  which  has  recently 
been  issued.  In  1930  he  became  co- 
secretary  with  D.  M.  Malin  of  the  Alberta 
Co-operative  Council.  A  course  in  Co- 
operation prepared  by  Mr.  Priestley  for 
the  Alberta  Wheat  Board  Money  Trust, 
has  been  in  use  since  October  last  in  the 
Agricultural  Schools  of  the  Province. 

 o  

"In  the  sketch  of  the  career  of  the  new 
U.F.A.  Vice-President,  Norman  F.  Priest- 
ley, of  Coaldale,  one  of  his  chief  claims 
to  distinction  was  not  mentioned.  He  i.s 
among  the  few  genuine  poets  that  Western 
Canada  has  produced.  His  verse  has 
singular  beauty  and  forcefulness  and 
deserves  to  be  much  more  widely  known." 
— Edmonton  Journal. 


Vice-President,  1931 


H    E.  G.  H.  SCHOLEFTELD 


Mr.  Priestley  has  represented  The 
U.  F.  A.  in  the  press  gallery  at  the  past 
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Mr.  Scholefield  Retires  After  Nine  Years  as  Vice-President 
— Succeeded  by  Norman  F.  Priestley 


After  ten  years'  continuous  service  as 
an  officer  of  the  Association,  the  first 
year,  1921,  as  a  Director  and  the  remain- 
ing nine  as  Vice-President,  H.  E.  G.  H. 
Scholefield  declined  at  the  recent  Con- 
vention to  allow  his  name  to  be  placed  in 
nomination.  At  every  Annual  Conven- 
tion from  1922  until  the  present  the 
election  had  placed  him  in  office,  as  a 
rule  by  acclamation,  and  during  the 
intervening  year*  he  has  become  known 
to  a  wide  circle  of  members  in  virtue  of 
the  active  and  prominent  part  he  has 
played  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the 
Association,  with  whose  accomplishments 
in  many  fields  he  has  been  intimately 
connected.  The  Convention,  before  its 
close,  found  occasion  to  express  to  him 
very  high  appreciation  of  the  great  service 
which  he  has  rendered. 

In  the  period  during  which  nominations 
remained  open,  ten  names  in  all  were 
submitted,  all  but  four  withdrawing  and 
leaving  the  names  of  Norman  F.  Priestley, 
George  Bevington,  Hugh  Critchlow  and 
Carl  Axelson  to  be  voted  on,  and  Mr. 
Priestley,  receiving  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  total  vote  cast,  was  elected  on  the 
first  count.  Others  who  were  nominated 
and  withdrew  were:    J.  K.  Sutherland, 


J.  E.  Brown,  Ira  D.  Taylor,  H.  G.  Young 
and  I.  V.  Macklin. 

Convention  Expresses  Appreciation 

Immediately  after  the  Convention  came 
to  order  in  Thursday  morning's  session, 
J.  K.  Sutherland,  a  member  of  the 
Executive,  presented  a  resolution  express- 
ing "the  appreciation  of  the  Convention 
of  the  wonderful  service  given  by  the 
retiring  Vice-President."    He  continued: 

"I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  working 
with  Mr.  Scholefield  for  the  past  seven  or 
eight  years,  and  I  can  say  sincerely  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  through  all  these 
years  that  he  has  given  you  everything 
he  has  got  in  the  interests  of  this  Associa- 
tion. Sincerely  has  he  given  his  services, 
and  I  would  ask  this  Convention  to  ex- 
press its  appreciation  of  that  untiring 
service  given  this  farmers'  organization 
during  the  nine  years  he  has  been  Vice- 
President." 

The  Convention  responded  with  pro- 
longed applause.  Mr.  Gardiner,  the 
chairman,  turned  to  Mr.  Scholefield 
who  occupied  his  usual  place  on  the 
platform,  and  said:  "In  extending  this 
vote  of  thanks  to  you  we  trust  that  you 
will  still  continue  to  give  the  same  great 


service  you  have  given  in  the  past  ii> 
some  other  field  of  endeavor  in  our 
organization."  Further  applause  and 
cheers  greeted  this  statement,  and  only 
subsided  when  Mr.  Scholefield  rose  to 
give  utterance  to  his  appreciation  of  this 
expression  of  goodwill.  What  he  had 
done,  he  said,  could  not  have  been  done 
without  the  support,  the  help  and  advice 
of  the  Executive  and  Board  during  the  nine 
years  just  closed.  After  thanking  the 
Convention  again,  he  concluded:  "I  am 
not  quitting  the  service  of  the  greatest 
farmers'  organization  on  the  North  Ameri- 
can continent  because  I  happen  not  to 
be  an  officer;  and  anything  I  can  do  at 
any  time  I  shall  only  be  too  pleased  to 
do." 

Presentation  on  Friday  Evening 

Then  on  Friday  evening,  following  the 
presentation  to  Mr.  Wood,  the  chairman 
called  on  the  Vice-President  elect,  Mr. 
Priestley,  who  presented  Mr.  Scholefield 
with  a  wrist  watch  in  behalf  of  the 
U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A. 

"Democracy  has  not  always  been  noted 
for  hero  worship,"  said  Mr.  Priestley. 
"There  are  those  in  the  ranks  of  democ- 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Back)  Eow  (lelt  to^right);  A.  F.  Aitken  (Battle  River),  H.  Critohlow  (Peace  River  South),  Geo.  Church  (East  and  West  Calgary),  H.  G.  Youiik 
(Wetaskiwin),  A.  E.  Meyer,  (Vcgreville),  J.  K.  Sutherland  (Acadia),  Glen  Storie  (East  and  West  Edmonton),  J.  Fowlie  (Medicine  Hal). 
I.  V.  Macklin  (Peace  River  North). 

Second  Eow:     H.  B.  MacLeod  (Macleod),  Francis  Fry  (President  Junior  Branch),  Mrs.  R.  Price  (First  Vice-President  U.F.W.A.),  Mrs.  A.  II. 
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President  U.F.W.A.),  Miss  F.  Bateman  (Secretary),  R.  Pye  (Red  Deer). 
Front  Bow:    .1.  A.  Johaosen  (Letbbridge),  Donald  MaoT.sohlan  (Athabasoa),  J.   K.    Brown  (Camrose),  J.    M.   Wheatley  (Bow  River), 
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U.F.A.  Convention  Calls  for  Immediate  Measures  of  Relief  in  Grave  Economic  Crisis— The  Disintegra- 
tion of  a  Competitive  Civili?ation — Only  Hope  of  Future  Lies  in  Capacity  to 
Create  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
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Submitted  by  the  U.F.A.  Central  Board  to  the 
Annual  Convention  and  amended  as  to  two  or 
three  paragraphs  by  motion  from  the  floor  of  the 
Convention,  the  following  declaration  of  policies 
and  aims  of  our  movement  was  adopted  by  the 
assembled  delegates  as  a  manifesto  to  the  farm 
people  of  the  Province: 

PREAMBLE 

^^OUR  Board  has  been  giving  serious  consideration 
to  the  economic  crisis  through  which  Canada 
and  indeed  the  whole  world  is  passing  at  the  present 
time.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  crisis  is 
a  phase  of  the  disintegration  of  competitive  civilization 
and  that  it  must  be  faced  in  a  manner  which  will  relieve 
human  suffering  as  far  as  possible  dm-ing  the  period 
of  readjustment  through  which  we  must  pass  and  at  the 
same  time  there  must  be  continued  effort  to  deal  with 
fundamentals  having  regard  to  future  welfare.  We  are 
fully  convinced  that  while  relief  measures  assist  there  is 
no  immediate  cure  for  our  economic  ills,  but  that  the 
hope  of  civilization  rests  upon  human  ability  to  build  a 
co-operative  commonwealth.  That  commonwealth  cannot 
be  attained  by  mob  uprisings  or  panic  but  by  orderly 
organized  and  united  movement  and  a  developed 
capacity  for  collective  responsibility.  There  is  suffering 
and  there  probably  will  be  suffering  for  some  time,  but 
we  will  come  through  if  we  move  together  with  one  co- 
operative purpose.  At  any  rate  there  is  no  one  to  save 
us  but  oursel^s.  We  are  more  than  ever  convinced 
that  the  U.F.A.  as  a  democratic  organization  is  capable 
of  development  io  the  utmost  extent  of  our  require- 
ments; that  in  it  we  have  an  instrument  of  citizenship 
the  efficiency  of  which  must  necessarily  depend  upon 
theintelligence  and  loyalty  of  those  composing  it;  that 
by  the  practice  of  the  fullest  co-operation  by  all  its 
members  and  by  applying  itself  unremittingly  to  the  ■ 
work  that  lies  before  it,  all  the  aims  and  objects  of  the 
Association  for  the  betterment  of  its  members  socially, 
poHtically,  and  industrially  can  be  attained.  In  order 
that  these  objectives  may  be  achieved  we  believe  it 
to  be  essential  that  all  our  co-operative  forces  be  co- 
ordinated and  unified  in  one  mihtant  whole.  Your 
Board  therefore  is  in  full  accord  with  the  resolution 
which  wUl  be  presented  to  this  Convention  from  the 
Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale. 

Your  Board  of  Directors  presents  to  you  the  follow- 
ing recommendations,  some  of  which  are  immediate 
while  others  are  fundamental. 

TAXATION 

That  we  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Provincial 
Government  the  impossibility,  owing  to  present  economic 
condjitions,  of  farmers  meeting  present  taxation  and  in 
particular  their  inability  to  pay  out  of  one  crop  the 
cairrent  taxes  with  all  arrears  and  the  heavy  penalties 
new  attaching  thereto  therefore  we  urge — 


(1)  that  the  Provincial  Government  use  the  utmost 
economy  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Province  in  order  as  far  as  possible  to  reduce  taxation. 

(2)  that  the  Executive  take  the  first  opportunity  to 
urge  upon  the  Government  a  policy  of  consolidation  of 
all  arrears  of  taxes  to  be  paid  over  a  period  of  years 
witii  provision  for  a  rebate  or  remission  of  penalties. 

INTEREST 

In  view  of  present  prices  of  farm  products  this 
Convention  recognizes  that  the  accumulation  of  interest 
at  the  rates  charged  by  many  credit  organizations 
constitutes  an  intolerable  burden  and  will  greatly  delay 
the  return  of  Agriculture  to  normal  conditions  and 
urges  (1)  that  the  Federal  Government  by  appropriate 
legislation  definitely  fix  a  maximum  legal  rate  of  interest 
which  may  be  collected  in  any  proceedings  with  adequate 
penalties  for  non-compliance. 

(2)  That  as  soon  after  this  Convention  as  possible 
the  Executive  confer  with  the  various  organizations 
of  creditor  interests  with  a  view  to  effecting  voluntary 
reductions  or  remission  of  interest  rates  on  overdue 
aiccounts. 

(3)  That  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  these  negotia- 
tions the  Government  concerned  be  urged  to  pass  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  this  situation 
by  way  of  compulsory  adjustment. 

(4)  That  this  Convention  protest  against  the  pre- 
vailing practice  of  the  chartered  banks  charging  higher 
rate  of  interest  for  doing  business  in  Western  Canada 
than  in  Eastern  Canada,  ajid  that  every  effort  be  made 
by  the  Orgaaiization  both  by  conference  with  the  banks 
and  by  recommendations  to  the  Government  to  remove 
this  inequality. 

RELIEF 

Realizing  the  intolerable  condition  of  affairs  that 
will  result  when  creditors  press  for  full  and  immediate 
payment  on  the  improvement  of  crop  conditions  and 
crop  prices  we  urge: 

(1)  TBfet  the  Executive  confer  with  the  Provincial 
Government  with  a  view  to  the  necessary  extension 
to  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act  and  organization  to  ade- 
quately protect  the  debtors  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
Province. 

(2)  That  the  Executive  through  the  press  and  by 
organization  and  instructions  to  Locals  fully  acquaint 
the  farmers  of  their  legal  rights  and  remedies  and  pro- 
ceed in  order  that  these  Locals  may  act  as  intermediaries 
between  the  debtors  and  the  creditors. 

(3)  That  the  Executive  urge  upon  the  Provincial 
Government  that  in  shaping  its  program  of  pubUc 
works  and  particularly  its  road  program  for  the  coming 
year,  the  program  be  organized  so  as  to  afford  in  greatest 
measure  of  work  for  the  people  in  the  areas  adjacent  to 
such  pubUc  works. 

That  the  Executive  fully  inform  all  Locals  of  the 
measures  that  have  been  taken  by  the  Dominion  and 
ProvinciaJ  Governments  and  municipaUtias  for  rehef 
purposes  in  order  that  such  Locals  may  assist  needy 
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individual  members  in  obtaining  such  relief  and  fuither 
that  such  Locals  see  to  it  that  as  far  as  possible  such 
work  is  administered  by  local  authorities  fairly  and  in 
accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  Governments. 

CREDIT 

That  we  as  delegates  assembled,  recognizing  the 
inadequacy  of  the  existent  credit  system  in  meeting 
present  economic  stringency,  and  believing  that  ade- 
quate distribution  of  credit  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  carrj'ing  on  of  the  agricultural  industry,  recommend : 

(1)  That  this  organization  continue  to  advocate 
at  all  times  the  complete  nationaUzation  of  our  credit 
system. 

(2)  That  as  an  immediate  measm-e  the  Federal 
Government  take  steps  to  organize  a  federal  reserve 
bank  of  issue  and  discount  which  Bank  shall  be  entirely 
under  Government  control  and  shall  provide  credit 
at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest  for  all  necessary  pro- 
ductive and  commercial  enterprises. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  above  proposal  is  im- 
perative in  order  to  get  away  from  the  present  intolerable 
position  in  which  the  credit  requirements  of  the  public 
in  general  are  sacrificed  to  the  professed  necessity  of 
the  chartered  banks  to  protect  to  the  utmost  their 
savings  deposits. 

(3)  We  specifically  recommend  that  the  directors 
of  the  Wheat  Pool  should  thoroughly  canvass  the  pos- 
sibiUty  of  their  financing  the  marketing  of  their  grain 
through  utilization  and  extension  of  our  present  Finance 
Act. 

MARKETS 

That  we  commend  the  efforts  made  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  past  in  the  establishment  of  trade 
agencies  and  recommend  that  still  greater  efforts  be 
ma4e  in  extending  the  markets  for  farm  products  and 
to  this  end  we  particularly  recommend : 

(1)  The  establishment  of  adequate  trade  organiza- 
tions in  Japan  and  China  to  assist  in  marketing  our  farm 
products  in  those  countries. 

(2)  Until  such  time  at  least  as  our  surplus  wheat 
has  been  absorbed,  that  the  Government  investigate 
the  possibility  of  increasing  sales  to  China  by  adequate 
extensions  of  credit. 

(3)  That  in  order  to  build  up,  encourage  and  develop 
markets  for  Uvestock  and  dairy  products  in  Great 
Britain,  the  Federal  Department  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce should  at  an  early  date  call  the  packers,  Live- 
stock Pool  and  other  related  interests,  into  conference, 
with  a  view  of  formulating  a  co-operative  agreement 
for  regular  minimum  monthly  shipments  of  their  com- 
modities to  the  British  market. 

(4)  Whereas,  the  present  price  of  wheat  is  far  below 
the  cost  of  production. 

And  whereas,  a  continuation  of  such  a  condition 
will  inevitably  mean  a  lower  standard  of  living  for 
agriculture. 

And  whereas,  no  benefit  of  the  low  price  is  being 
passed  on  to  the  consumer  in  the  way  of  cheaper  bread. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  an  international  con- 
ference be  called  representative  for  all  wheat  exporting 
countries,  with  the  aim  of  stabilizing  the  producing  of 
and  the  export  price  for  wheat,  to  enable  the  grower 
to  meet  the  cost  of  production  and  obtain  a  reasonable 
profit. 

And  further  be  it  resolved,  that  Canada,  through 
her  Prime  Minister,  be  the  convenor  of  such  conference, 
which  should  be  called  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 


(5)  Whereas  the  condition  brought  about  by  our 
inability  to  secure  markets  for  the  Canadian  wheat  crop 
has  created  a  situation  that  threatens  to  cripple  or 
destroy  the  whole  business  industries  of  Canada, 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  request  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  issue  wheat  certificates  (or  dollars)  redeemable 
in  wheat  and  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes  and, 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  Government  take 
over  the  1930  wheat  crop  at  a  price  approximating  the 
cost  of  production  and  pay  the  producer  for  same  with 
wheat  certificates. 

That  we  reaffirm  our  support  of  all  efforts  to  en- 
courage reciprocal  trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
Canada  and  the  extension  if  necessary  of  preferential 
tariff  by  Canada  to  encourage  such  trade. 

TARIFF 

That  as  an  organization  we  reaffirm  our  belief  in 
the  general  principle  of  free  trade  and  will  continue 
to  advocate  it  but  in  the  meantime  recognizing  that  the 
tariff  will  continually  be  •  before  the  Federal  House  we 
urge  upon  our  Executive  and  U.F.A.  Federal  members 
the  desirability  of  examining  the  incidence  of  the  various 
items  in  the  tariff  schedule  in  order  to  assure  that  the 
economic  interest  of  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada 
be  adequately  and  justly  safeguarded. 

Note:  The  words  in  italics  in  paragraph  3  of  the 
section  on  markets,  and  also  the  whole  of  paragraphs 
4  and  5  in  that  section,  were  added  as  amendments 
from  the  floor  of  the  Convention.  In  all  other  respects 
the  Memorandum  as  submitted  by  the  Central  Board 
was  adopted  unchanged. 

With  reference  to  the  final  section  of  the  manifesto, 
however,  deahng  with  the  Tariff,  an  amendment  was 
moved  on  Friday  evening  changing  the  word  "but" 
in  the  third  line  of  the  section  as  above  to  read  "and" 
and  substituting  for  all  the  words  after  "that"  in  the 
fourth  from  the  last  line  the  following:  "any  attempt  to 
grant  special  tariff  privileges  be  fully  resisted",  the 
tariff  section  thus  being  made  to  read: 

"That  as  an  organization  we  reaffirm  our  belief  in 
the  general  principle  of  free  trade  and  will  continue  to 
advocate  it,  and  in  the  meantime  recognizing  that  the 
tariff  will  continually  be  before  the  Federal  House, 
we  urge  upon  our  Executive  and  the  members  of  the 
Provincial  and  Dominion  Parliaments  the  desirability 
of  examining  the  incidence  of  the  various  items  in  the 
tariff  schedule  in  order  to  assure  that  any  attempt  to 
grant  special  tariff  privileges  be  fu.ly  resisted." 

The  section  in  its  original  form  had  been  described 
by  one  of  its  critics  as  "appearing  to  face  both  ways" 
on  the  tariff  question  and  the  amendment,^  which  was 
carried,  was  stated  to  have  removed  all  ambiguity. 
Subsequently,  however,  the  matter  was  reopened,  on 
the  ground  that  it  involved  a  change,  made  at  the  last 
sitting  of  the  Convention,  in  a  resolution  which  had 
been  before  the  delegates  for  full  discussion  over  a  con- 
siderable period  before  its  adopt  on  earlier  in  the  week. 
A  motion  to  refer  the  section  to  the  Board  was  then  carried. 
Meeting  after  the  Convention,  the  Board  decided  that 
under  the  circumstances  described  above  the  section 
should  be  left  in  its  original  form.  It  accordinglj^  appears 
above,  as  originally  drafted  and  passed  by  the  Con- 
vention. 

Discussion  on  some  other  feature?  of  the  Memor- 
andum will  be  dealt  with  elsewhere. 
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News  from  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Head  Office 

Information  for  Members  and  Locals  Issued  by  the  Publicity  Department  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool 


McFarland  Warns  Large  Carry-over  of 

Wheat  Likely 


John  I.  McFarland,  General  Manager 
of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Pool,  was  quoted 
in  the  Manitoba  Free  Press  as  stating 
that  "while  world  prices  remain  at  such 
ruinously  low  levels  we  should  not  be 
alarmed  if  we  have  on  hand  a  large  carry- 
over at  the  end  of  July."  Mr.  McFar- 
land's  statement  in  full  as  it  appeared 
in  the  Manitoba  Free  Press  is  as  follows: 

"During  the  past  few  months  there  has 
been  in  Canada  and  abroad,  much  dis- 
cussion, unfavorable  comment  and  ad- 
verse criticism  of  the  so-called  holding 
policy  of  Canadian  wheat  sellers  during 
the  past  few  years,  resulting  in  larger 
than  normal  carryover  stocks  of  wheat 
at  the  end  of  the  cereal  ^ears. 

"The  present  sales  policy  is  based  on 
orderly  marketing,  as  I  defined  it  a  few 
days  ago.  The  producers  of  this  Dominion 
are  selling  their  wheat  to  importing 
countries  at  world  prices,  as,  and  when, 
it  is  required  by  such  countries,  and  will 
continue  doing  so.  It  is  only  fair,  how- 
ever, to  state  that  while  world  prices 
remain  at  such  ruinously  low  levels,  we 


should  not  be  alarmed  if  we  have  on 
hand  a  large  carryover  at  the  end  of  July. 

"Wheat  was  50  cents  in  store  Fort 
William  only  a  few  days  ago,  the  lowest 
price  at  which  No.  1  Northern  has  ever 
sold.  We  know  our  farmers  cannot 
produce  another  crop  at  anywhere  near 
that  price.  In  other  words,  our  people 
can  buy  wheat  at  the  present  time  at 
much  less  than  we  can  produce  it  on 
our  farms.  It  is  a  vastly  different  pro- 
position to  carry  over  a  portion  of  this 
high-grade  crop  at  these  prices  than  it 
was  during  the  past  three  years  when 
values  were  well  over  two  and  three 
times  the  present  prices,  and  when  in  two 
recent  years  Canada  carried  over  127,- 
000,000  bushels. 

"It  will  be  surprising  if  our  competitors 
in  Argentine  and  Australia  do  not  hold 
similar  views.  We  know  grain  merchants 
and  agriculturists  in  importing  countries 
do  not  appreciate  the  present  extremely 
low  prices  and  would  welcome  an  ad- 
vance in  exporting  countries." 


Where  the  Trade  Failed 


The  trades  that  handle  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  great  farm  staples  are  in  a 
pessimistic  and  resentful  mood,  says 
the  Farm  Journal,  a  United  States  farm 
paper  with  7,600,000  readers.  They 
object  to  the  invasion  of  their  business 
field  by  co-operative  organizations 
of  farmers.  And  they  are  particularly 
bitter  over  the  encouragement  of  such 
co-operative  selling  by  the  Government 
through  the  Federal  Farm  Board. 

It  is  unnecessary  and  unjust,  they  cry. 
We  have  built  up  distributing  systems 
which  take  farm  products  to  the  con- 
sumer rapidly  and  efficiently.  More- 
over, we  do  it  for  a  compensation  which 
— after  deducting  necessary  expenses- 
allows  us  a  ridiculously  narrow  profit 
margin.  No  competing  system  could 
distribute  more  cheaply.  Why  then, 
must  the  Government  subsidize  com- 
petitors to  put  us  out  of  business? 

It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  some 
sympathy  with  such  a  plea.  Doubtless 
in  most  cases  it  is  sincere.  "The  Trade" 
really  does  believe  that  the  system  is  the 
best  that  can  be  devised.  Why  want  to 
change? 

A  Miserable  Failure 

We  may  agree  that  the  system  of  dis- 
tribution is  ingenious  and  efficient,  and 
still  we  must  maintain  that  in  one  respect, 
and  that  the  most  vital  one,  it  has  been 
a  miserable  failure.  However  else  it 
has  succeeded,  it  has  failed  to  get  the 
nation's  agricultural  producers  a  satis- 
factory income  from  their  sales. 

Not  only  has  it  failed  in  this,  but  in 
the  nature  of  things  a  distributing  trade 
organized  for  its  own  profit  must  always 


fail.  Its  interest  is  not  in  good  prices 
to  the  producers,  but  in  a  satisfactory 
toll  on  the  stuff  it  handles.  It  prefers 
low  prices  to  consumers,  so  as  to  en- 
courage large  consumption,  and  the  lowest 
return  to  producers  that  will  keep  them 
producing  next  year  and  the  year  after. 
But  its  real  or  primary  interest  is  in  the 
spread  between  the  two. 

If  farmers  do  not  like  such  a  condition 
— and  they  don't — they  have  only  one 
remedy.  Complaints  and  appeals  to 
legislators  are  so  much  wasted  breath. 
Farmers  must  establish  in  the  distribut- 
ing field  a  type  of  organization  that  will 
have  no  interest  in  its  own  trading  profits, 
but  whose  single  object  is  to  get  the  pro- 
ducer the  highest  possible  return  for  his 
labor. 

That  may  be  very  often  not  a  satis~ 
factory  return,  since  prices  are  regulated 
by  inexorable  laws  of  supply  and  demand. 
But  it  will  be  the  highest  return  that  can 
be  secured  by  an  experienced  selling 
organization  handlii^g  a  huge  volum^  of  the 
product,  under  given  supply-and-de- 
mand  conditions. 

We  have  good  authority  for  the  axiom 
that  a  man  can  not  serve  two  masters. 
It  is  idle  to  expect  the  private  distributor 
to  take  greater  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  agriculture  than  in  his  own.  He  will 
normally  look  out  for  himself  first;  his 
customers  second;  and  his  sources  of 
supply  last. 

He  must  not  repine,  therefore,  if  he 
sees  his  field  invaded  by  a  co-operative 
that  will  look  after  its  sources,  the  farm- 
ers, first;  its  customers  second;  and  itself 
not  at  all. 


FIDELITY 


We  married  the  Pool  on  a  day  in  June 
When  bright  were  the  skies  and  fair: 
And  the  parson  said,  "It's  for  better  or 
worse. 

Think  it  over,  my  boy,  with  care." 
But  he  cried,  "Of  course  it's  for  better  or 
worse, 

What  else  could  it  ever  be? 
For  once  we  are  wed  I  am  the  Poo  , 
And  the  Pool  is  a  part  of  me." 

The  years  went  by  and  the  skies  grew  dull, 

Though  it  wasn't  the  fault  of  the  Pool, 
And  his  neighbors  said,  "Now  the  times 
are  hard. 

Get  rid  of  your  wife,  you  fool." 
But  he  answered  sternly:  "I  am  my  wife, 

In  blizzard  or  cloud  or  shine. 
I  have  given  my  word,  what  I  have  is  hers, 

And  all  that  she  has  is  mine." 

Then  he  turned  to  her  and  she  still  was 
fair. 

And  he  said  with  a  sunny  smile: 
"We  have  known  our  joys,   we  have 
shared  bright  days. 
We  will  share  the  dull  for  a  while; 
For  we  know  that  the  sun  will  shine  again 

With  its  old-time  joy  and  power, 
And  the  proudest  men  will  be  those  who 
kept 

Their  faith  in  the  testing  hour." 

JOSEPH  GARVEY; 

Vilna,  Alberta. 


The  Demand  for  Wheat 
Pools 

Many  thought  that  Argentina  had  done 
marvellously  well  to  undersell  Canadian 
wheat  and  thus  get  rid  of  her  crop.  She 
has  since  b^en  commended  highly  on  her 
selling  policy.  Up  until  recently  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  the  results  of  this 
price-slashing  on  the  producers  of  the 
grain.  However,  it  is  worth  noting  that 
the  rural  population  of  Argentina  are 
facing  the  worst  crisis  in  their  history. 
Why?  Because  the  return  to  the  pro- 
ducers has  been  ruinous  to  them  and  has 
forced  them  into  dire  poverty  and  in 
many  cases  bankruptcy.  These  same 
producers  after  staging  a  revolution  a 
month  or  two  ago,  and  relieving  their 
feelings  on  their  government,  have  waited 
on  the  new  government  with  an  agri- 
cultural program  which  includes  a  Wheat 
Pool.  They  are  not  so  enamored  of  the 
open  market  as  some  people  in  Western 
Canada.  Isn't  it  strange  that  the  farmers 
in  Western  Canada  are  being  urged  to 
abandon  their  Pool  and  go  back  to  the 
old  system  while  in  other  countries  the 
farmers  are  denouncing  the  old  system 
and  demanding  pools? — Canadian  Milling 
find  Grain  Journal. 


There  are  68,955,000  cities  and  town 
dwellers  in  the  United  States  as  against 
a  rural  population  of  53,819,000  according 
to  a  recent  census  in  that  country.  The 
number  of  dwellers  in  cities  and  towns  has 
increased  in  the  last  ten  years  from  61 
to  56  per  cent  of  the  total. 
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Europe's  Attitude  Towards  Wheat  Pool 

(Issued  by  Publicity  Department,  Canadian  Wheat  Fool,  Winnipeg,  Man.) 

January  19,  1931 


The  statement  has  been  made  from 
time  to  time  in  recent  months  that  Euro- 
pean countries  have  developed  a  sense  of 
fear  of  large  producers'  selling  organiza- 
tions exemplified  by  the  Canadian  Wheat 
Pools,  and  that  the  European  reaction  to 
this  "fear"  has  led  to  the  raising  of 
duties  against  wheat  and  to  an  effort 
in  European  countries  to  produce  enough 
more  wheat  to  become  self  suflScient  in 
that  commodity. 

The  fallacy  of  this  viewpoint  is  quite 
evident  to  anyone  with  even  a  remote 
knowledge  of  the  present  wheat  situation. 
It  is  therefore  surprising  that  such  an 
unsound  statement  should  again  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Financial  Post  of  January 
15th,  as  part  of  an  attack  upon  the 
policies  of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Pools. 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  Canadian  Wheat 
Pools  and  their  142,000  members  that 
the  following  facts  be  brought  clearly  to 
the  attention  of  the  public;  and  that  this 
particular  misrepresentation  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  Financial  Post  be  definitely 
cleared  away. 

Europe's  Measures  Protective 

Since  the  war  and  more  particularly 
during  the  past  three  years,  European 
countries  have,  in  view  of  the  financial 
situation  and  economic  conditions  within 
their  own  borders,  taken  radical  steps  to 
protect  their  industries  by  a  general  up- 
ward revision  of  tariff  duties,  applicable 
to  manufactured  goods  as  well  as  agri- 
cultural products.  In  other  words,  pro- 
tective measures  have  been  adopted 
against  a  wide  range  of  imported  commo- 
dities including  manufactured  articles 
and  agricultural  products.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  it  is  unfair  to  single  out 
wheat  as  being  subject  to  discriminatory 
tariff  legislation  when  duties  have  been 
applied  to  other  commodities  as  well. 
The  general  advance  in  European  tariffs 
is  a  matter  of  concern  in  Europe  at  the 
present  time,  and  is  a  topic  of  conversa- 
tion sponsored  by  the  Economic  Section 
of  the  League  of  Nations  in  an  attempt 
to  halt  the  tendency  towards  higher 
tariffs  and  general  trade  restrictions.  It 
is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  duties  on 
imported  wheat  are  simply  part  and 
parcel  of  a  European  protectionist  move- 
ment and  hence  should  not  be  considered 
as  an  isolated  case. 

Whatever  tariff  increases  have  been 
made  in  Europe  have  been  made  for  one 
purpose  only — the  protection  of  domestic 
industry  and  the  protection  of  the  do- 
mestic market;  identically  the  same 
motive  that  is  behind  the  recent  tariff 
increases  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Insofar  as  European  countries  have  pro- 
tected themselves  from  importation  of 
manufactured  commodities,  there  has 
been  no  startling  complaint  .  by  the 
Financial  Post.  When  the  same  pro- 
tection has  been  afforded  to  the  agricul- 
tural industries  of  Europe,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  by  certain  interests  in 
Canada  to  attribute  the  tariff  increases, 
not  to  internal  economic  policies,  but 
rather  to  the  development  of  producer 
marketing  organizations  in  Canada  and 
elsewhere. 


Keeping  Wheat  Prices  High 

European  import  duties  against  wheat 
have  been  established  purely  for  the 
protection  of  the  agricultural  industry  of 
various  continental  countries;  and  the 
sole  object  of  such  tariffs  has  been  the 
maintenance  of  a  profitable  price  level 
for  European  wheat  producers.  The 
duties  are,  therefore,  primarily  a  measure 
directed  against  the  menace  of  low 
prices  and  against  the  trend  of  the  world 
wheat  market  to  price  levels  that  render 
wheat  production  unprofitable.  Insofar 
as  European  countries  are  normally 
importing  countries  with  reference  to 
wheat,  they  have  been  partially  success- 
ful through  the  maintenance  of  tariff 
duties  in  securing  higher  prices  for  their 
own  producers  and  in  creating  a  domestic 
price  level  considerably  higher  than  that 
governing  upon  the  Liverpool  market. 

The  only  way  in  which  importing  coun- 
tries could  possibly  "fear"  producers' 
organizations  would  be  concerned  with 
attempts  to  hold  up  prices  and  increase 
the  cost  of  wheat  to  the  consumer.  In  the 
first  place,  this  has  not  been  the  policy 
of  any  co-operative  wheat  marketing 
organization  functioning  at  the  present 
time.  The  policy  of  existing  co-operative 
grain  marketing  organizations  is  to  narrow 
the  spread  between  prices  paid  by  the 
consumer  and  prices  received  by  the 
producer,  with  beneficial  results  to  both 
parties. 


French  Wheat  Prices 

That  European  countries  have  increased 
their  tariff  duties  on  wheat  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  protecting  their  domestic 
agriculture,  and  that  these  same  coun- 
tries have  not  been  alarmed  over  an 
increase  in  the  cost  to  the  consumer  and 
a  lowering  of  the  quality  of  bread,  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  domestic 
prices  on  the  Continent  have  been  main- 
tained at  a  relatively  high  level.  On 
January  2nd,  1931,  wheat  growers  in 
France  and  Germany  were  receiving 
approximately  $1.80  a  bushel  for  wheat 
and  it  has  just  been  announced  by  the 
French  Government  that  the  price  of 
wheat  in  France  is  to  be  increased  to 
over  $1.90  per  bushel.  On  the  date 
mentioned,  Canada's  prices  were  slightly 
over  fifty  cents  a  bushel  basis  Port 
Arthur  and  Fort  William,  and  Canadian 
wheat  was  quoted  at  seventy  cents  a 
bushel  in  Liverpool.  These  facts  show 
clearly  that  European  governments  are 
making  a  determined  effort  to  protect 
their  own  wheat  producers  and  give  them 
a  satisfactory  price  for  their  grain. 
Through  the  enactment  of  tariffs,  France 
and  Germany  have  succeeded  in  raising 
their  domestic  prices  more  than  one 
dollar  a  bushel  above  the  international 
price  level  as  established  at  Liverpool. 

Although  we  regard  Europe  as  primarily 
a  consuming  market,  nevertheless,  Euro- 

Eean  countries  are  not  prepared  to  stand 
y  and  see  their  domestic  grain  prices 
fall  to  the  levels  at  which  Canadian 
farmers  have  to  sell  their  wheat  at  the 
present  time.  European  countries  are 
strenuously  fighting  the  menace  of  low 
wheat  prices  and  are  constantly  telling 
the  world  that  they  are  not  interested  in 
prices  which  will  not  yield  a  fair  return 
to  producers  either  in  Europe  or  in 
exporting  countries. 

(Other  Pool  News  on  next  page) 


MR.  MIXED  FARMER 

When  the  farmer  is  in  trouble,  he  should  listen  to  his  "friends," 

Who  are  always  glad  to  help  him — with  advice. 
What  if  farming  does  not  pay,  we  would  like  him  to  be  gay, 

Though  production  costs  are  double  selling  price. 

When  the  price  of  grain  keeps  falling  till  you  fear  that  you  are  sunk, 

And  you  haven't  any  chance  that  you  can  see. 
If  you  think  your  plight  alarming,  why  not  solve  it  by  mixed  farming? 

There  is  money  in  the  honey  of  the  bee! 

When  your  oats  are  not  worth  threshing,  and  you  cannot  sell  your  rye, 

And  there's  not  a  gleam  of  hope  within  your  ken. 
Get  a  hatch  or  two  of  chickens — send  your  worries  to  the  dickens, 

There  is  promise  in  the  cackle  of  the  hen! 

Though  the  sloughs  are  dry  as  powder,  and  your  dugouts  are  the  same, 
"That's  the  time  to  change  your  plans  and  turn  the  leaf: 

When  the  country  is  in  grief,  why  should  farmers  seek  relief? 
They'll  not  need  it  if  they  concentrate  on  beef! 

When  the  clover  crop's  a  failure  and  your  pasture  bleak  and  bare, 

And  you  cannot  manage  forage  anyhow, 
That's  the  time  to  turn  to  dairying,  your  wife  can  be  the  dairymaid, 

There's  magic  in  the  mooing  of  the  cow! 

Though  wool's  hardly  worth  the  shearing,  and  lambs  are  not  worth  their  salt. 

And  the  price  you  get  for  mutton  makes  you  weep, 
There  is  something  so  romantic  in  a  shepherd  with  his  crook, 

And  a  blessing  in  the  bleating  of  the  sheep! 

When  you  have  to  sell  your  barley  at  a  bushel  for  a  cent 

It  is  wicked  for  the  pessimist  to  whine. 
Buy  some  sows  and  slop  your  hogs,  though  you're  going  to  the  dogs, 

There  is  glamor  in  the  clamor  of  the  swine! 

Mr.  Farmer,  you'll  be  happv — if  you  do  as  you  are  told; 

If  you  do  not,  you  will  surely  come  to  harm; 
With  your  chores  to  keep  you  busy,  no  brain  work  to  make  you  dizzy. 

You  may  live  to  pay  the  mortgage  on  your  farm! 

—  An  Armchair  Farmer 
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Communistic,  Says 

"Financial  Post" 

Eastern  Financial  Paper  Says  Pool 
Publicity  Departments  Nests 
For  Bolshevik  Propaganda 

In  discussing  an  article  which  appeared 
in  The  Scoop  Shovel,  the  newspaper  organ 
of  the  Manitoba  Wheat  Pool,  which 
recommended  a  bigger  and  better  farm 
paper  for  the  West,  owned  by  farmers  and 
not  run  for  profit,  the  Financial  Post,  of 
Toronto,  says: 

"The  article  merely  serves  to  illustrate 
the  point  often  brought  out  in  these 
columns,  that  while  the  Wheat  Pool's 
grain  activities  have  had  certain  business 
objectives,  the  propaganda  departments 
of  the  Wheat  Pools  have  been  run  on 
lines  that  suggest  that  they  are  out  for 
class  warfare.  Pool  bulletins,  radio  talks 
and  official  organs  have  been  brought 
beneath  the  domination  of  communist 
workers  and  some  of  the  literature  that 
has  been  issued,  if  it  had  been  inailed 
from  Moscow,  would  have  been  forbidden 
the  use  of  the  Canadian  mails. 

"It  is  a  very  serious  question  how  long 
the  banks,  which  loan  Canadian  deposi- 
tors' money  to  the  Wheat  Pools,  the 
Western  Provinces,  and  the  Dominion 
which  have  guaranteed  these  loans,  the 
new  general  manager,  who  is  primarily 
a  business  man,  and  the  Directors  of  the 
Wheat  Pools,  who  are  farmers  themselves, 
are  going  to  continue  to  countenance  the 
extravagant  waste  of  grain-growers'  funds 
for  the  dissemination  of  subversive  pro- 
paganda." 

 o  — 

News  and  Views 

John  M.  Wallace  of  Loyalist,  Alberta, 
writes:  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your 
weekly  broadcasts,  and  hope  you  will 
continue  with  them. 

R.  L.  Welsh,  Nobleford,  Alberta.— 
Enclosed  find  delivery  checking  coupons; 
sorry  I  did  not  send  them  in  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  I  don't  know  whether 
they  are  a  liability  or  an  asset  to  me  but 
I  still  remain' loyal  to  our  Pool,  and  always 
shall. 

The  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  collected  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  a  Pool 
member  residing  near  Delph,  Alberta, 
this  sum  covering  damage  for  breach  of 
contract.  Twenty-five  dollars  was  also 
collected  from  a  member  i^n  the  Makepeace 
district,  likewise  for  breach  of  contract. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Marbut,  chief  of  the  division 
of  soil  survey  of  the  United  States'  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  states  that  if 
the  Soviet  five-year  plan  holds  up,  200 
million  bushels  of  wheat  will  be  exported 
from  Russia  in  1933.  He  says  that  Russia 
has  more  than  482  million  acres  of  first 
quality  wheat  land,  and  372  million  acres 
of  second  quality  wheat  land. 

Annual  reports  recently  received  from 
the  following  Wheat  Pool  Locals  give 
their  newly  elected  ofiicers  as  follows: 

Bow  Island — Secretary,  Alfred  Millard; 
chairman,  F.  J.  Henderson,  both  of  Bow 
Island. 

Holborn — Secretary,  D.  L.  Davidson, 
Holborn. 

Tofield — Secretary,  J.  Francis,  Tofield. 

Convicted  of  attempting  to  induce 
Wheat  Pool  farmers  of  the  Maidstone 
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district  to  dispose  of  wheat  to  him  in 
payment  against  accounts,  George  Grant 
was  fined  $50  in  court  at  Saskatoon  on 
January  I9th.  It  was  believed  to  be 
the  first  prosecution  under  the  Province's 
amended  marketing  act.  The  new  act 
provides  a  penalty  to  "every  person  who 
having  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a 
marketing  contract  between  a  member 
and  an  association,  induces  anyone  to 
sell  any  agricultural  product  which  is  the 
subject  matter  of  such  contract," 

Tractors  on  prairie  farms  at  January 
1,  1930,  numbered  82,000  according  to 
Canadian  Farm  Implements.  Sales  in 
12  years,  including  1930,  amounted  to 
94,451.  Combines  sold  1926-1930  in- 
clusive, totalled  9,545.  Sales  of  tractors 
in  Western  Canada  for  the  past  five 
years  are: 

1926   6,513 

1927  10,026 

1928  ;  17,143 

1929  14,657 

1930   9,108 

Total  57,347 

A  very  successful  Wheat  Pool  meeting 
was  held  in  Dalemead  Hall  on  the  even- 
ing of  January  l2th.  Mr.  M.  Vander- 
velde  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  Morrison, 
the  delegate,  and  E.  Eisenhauer  were  the 
speakers.  A  clear  report  of  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Wheat  Pool  and  the 
Central  Selling  Agency  was  given  and  a 
number  of  questions  asked  by  members 
of  the  audience  were  satisfactorily  an- 
swered. From  remarks  overheard  after 
the  meeting  everyone  appeared  well 
satisfied  with  the  addresses  delivered  and 
a  number  of  points  of  interest  were 
explained. 

A  despatch  from  Washington  says  that 
the  administration  is  moving  to  put  a 
legislative  curb  on  the  grain  futures 
market.  The  proposed  legislation  would 
bar  foreign  governments  from  operating 
through  any  representatives  of  the  grain 
exchanges  without  first  obtaining  the 
approval  of  the  secretary  of  agriculture. 
Another  provision  would  place  a  limit  of 
2,000,000  bushels  as  the  amount  of  grain 
futures  which  may  be  traded  in  for  specu- 
lative purposes  for  one  day  by  a  single 
individual  or  firm.  This  restriction,  how- 
ever, would  not  apply  to  hedging  opera- 
tions. The  measure  would  further  require 
licensing  of  all*  commission  merchants, 
brokers  and  correspondents  handling  or 
executing  orders  for  future  delivery. 

Recent  annual  reports  of  Wheat  Pool 
Locals  show  the  following  changes  have 
been  made  in  officers: 

Donalda — Secretary,  Wm.  E.  Porter; 
chairman,  Wm.  E.  Lee;  both  of  Donalda. 

Cessford — Secretary,  John  Palma; 
chairman,  J.  H.  Lukan;  both  of  Cessford. 

Roycroft — Secretary,  A.  G.  Miller; 
chairman,  Jerry  Knezevich,  both  of 
Roycroft. 

Warner — Secretary,  F.  J.  Malloy;  chair- 
man, C.  McLeod;  both  of  Warner. 

Scandia — Secretary,  S.  J.  Bengtson; 
chairman,  C.  F.  Anderson,  both  of  Scandia. 

Smoky  Lake — Secretary,  P.  Sorochan, 
Smoky  Lake. 

McCafferty — Secretary,  B.  C.  Lees; 
chairman,  W.  T.  Hays,  both  of  Edgerton. 


Too  Much  Greed  and  Avarice 

B.  C.  Lees,  Edgerton,  Alta. — As  secre- 
tary of  McCafferty  Wheat  Pool  Local  I 
wish  to  offer  my  appreciation  of  your 
public  defence  of  the  Pool,  and  the  criti- 
cism against  C.  J.  Yorath  and  the  Finan- 
cial Post. 

We  as  members  are  having  to  meet 
these  criticisms  from  day  to  day,  and  it 
is  a  great  help  to  us  to  know  our  manager 
is  of  such  calibre  that  he  can  go  right 
into  the  enemies'  camp. 

I  was  sorry  to  see  you  did  not  take 
advantage  of  the  coal  miners'  situation. 
Ten  thousand  miners  out  of  work  mainly 
through  C.  J.  Yorath's  Gas  Companies. 
What  part  has  HE  played  to  bring  about 
the  harmful  business  in  Alberta's  coal 
industry. 

We  cannot  stop  advancement  in  any 
line,  and  I  do  not  think  any  farmer  wishes 
to  do  so;  but  advancement  in  finance  for 
the  benefit  of  humanity  is  overdue,  and 
we  are  all  suffering  under  IT;  not  over- 
production. 

Will  Mr.  Yorath  and  the  Financial 
Post  come  to  our  assistance  to  put  busi- 
ness in  Western  Canada  in  working  order 
or  is  there  too  much  GREED  and  AVAR- 
ICE in  this? 

 o  

Ontario  Hydro  Reports  Progress 

(From  Public  Ownersip,  Chicago) 

The  Twenty-Second  Annual  Report 
of  the  Hydro-Electric  Power  Commis- 
sion of  Ontario,  covering  the  year  ending 
October  31,  1929,  shows  the  same  splen- 
did, steady  and  gratifying  progress  which 
has  characterized  this  magnificent  public 
project  from  the  beginning. 

A  hasty  glance  at  some  of  the  more 
salient  features  of  the  report  shows  that 
in  every  important  respect  the  project 
has  had  another  year  of  splendid  achieve- 
ment. 

For  example: — 
Growing  Success  and  Popularity 

The  number  of  municipalities  co- 
operating with  and  joining  in  the  service 
of  the  Commission  has  increased  from 
249  in  1928  to  259  in  1929.  This  gain 
of  ten  new  co-operating  municipalities 
shows  the  increasing  popularity  and 
growing  success  of  this  great  public 
ownership  project. 

The  number  of  plants  producing  power 
for  the  Commission  has  been  increased 
from  22  to  32  during  the  year — a  gain 
of  ten  hydro-electric  generating  plants. 
A  $300,000,000  Project 

The  total  capital  investment  of  the 
system  including  certain  hydro-electric 
railways  has  increased  from  $297,203,769 
in  1928  to  $314,236,917.92  in  1929.  And 
the  total  revenue  derived  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  properties  has  increased  from 
$36,388,000  to  $39,969,624.83  during  the 
year. 

Meanwhile  the  total  "reserves"  have 
increased  from  $76,280,929  to  $89,940,323. 

Also  the  number  of  municipalities  that 
had  earned  a  sufficient  revenue  from 
their  undertakings  to  meet  all  operating 
expenses  and  fixed  charges  so  that  they 
are  practically  out  of  debt  has  increased 
from  230  to  234. 

Lowest  Electric  Bates  in  the  World 

But  perhaps  to  many  the  most  inter- 
esting and  significant  feature  of  the  re- 
port IS  the  steady  decline  in  the  cost  of 
electric  service  to  the  ultimate  consum- 
er. This  cost,  as  is  now  so  well  known, 
had  in  previous  years  reached  such  a  low 
point  as  to  make  the  rates  or  cost  of 
electricity  in  Ontario  the  lowest  on  the 
continent  if  not  in  the  world. 
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Premier  Brownlee  Delivers  Stirring  Appeal  for  New 
Crusading  Spirit  in  U.F.A.  Movement 


World  Major  Depression  Engulfing  Agriculture  Makes  Organized  Effort  by  Fanners  Imperative — "Canada  Cannot  Live  Unless  Agriculture 
Lives" — Premier  Pays  High  Tribute  to  Retiring  Leader  and  Extends  Cordial  Welcome  to  Successor 


the  more  important  matters  of  public  life. 
He  has  had  at  all  times  at  heart  the 
interests  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada;  he 
has  dreamed  dreams  and  seen  a  vision  of 
the  part  that  could  be  played  by  a  great 
organization  such  as  he  has  headed.  I 
understand  from  what  I  have  read  in  the 
papers,  and  think  it  very  fitting,  that 
when  he  came  to  hand  the  reins  to  another 
man,  his  last  appeal  was  to  the  younger 
generation  to  try  to  see  the  vision  which 
he  saw,  which  is  always  before  him  like  a 
gleam: 

"  'Not  of  the  sunlight,  not  of  the  moon- 
light. 

Not  of  the  starlight!  O  Young  Mariner 
Down  to  the  Haven.     Call  your  com- 
panions, 

Launch  your  vessel;  crown  your  canvas; 
And  e'er  it  vanishes  over  the  margin 
After  it,  follow  it,  follow  the  Gleam.'" 


Paying  Wgh  tribute  to  the  services  rendered  to  the  U.F.A,  movement 
by  the  retiring  President,  H.  W.  Wood,  and  offering  warm  congratu- 
lations to  Robert  Gardiner,  M.P.,  the  President-elect,  Hon.  J.  E.  Brownlee, 
Premier  of  Alberta,  in  a  powerful  and  eloquent  address  before  the  Annual 
Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  on  January  22nd,  appealed  for  a  revival  of  the 
old  crusading  spirit  that  characterized  the  earher  days  of  the  Association. 

The  Premier  described  the  present 
period  as  the  most  critical  in  the  his- 
torj'  of  the  movement,  and  discussed 
the  grave  economic  problems  facing 
the  agTicultural  industry.    He  stated 
that  the  Government  had  made  a 
careful  surve)^  of  the  Provincial  field 
and  reaUzed  more  keenly  than  any 
individual  could  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation  with  which  the  farmers  were 
confronted.    He  outlined  the  course 
which  had  been  already  followed  in 
an  effort  to  deal  with  the  most  press- 
ing problems,   and  expressed  their 
determination  that  whatever  further 
steps  were  required  should  be  taken. 
"While  you  may  be  anxious,"  he  said, 
"remember  that  Govern- 
ments in  Canada  cannot 
allow   Agriculture   to  be 
destroyed — the  simple  fact 
is  that  Canada  cannot  live 
unless  Agriculture  lives." 

Mr.  Brownlee's  speech  re- 
vealed a  frank  acceptance  of 
the  responsibility  which  rests 
upon  public  authorities  in  the 
present  crisis,  the  origin  of 
which  he  found  to  be  obscure, 
though  he  fullj^  recognized  in 
the  working  out  of  the  prevail- 
ing system  of  distribution,  a 
calamitous  failure  to  meet  the 
test  of  human  needs.  While, 
after  extensive  study  of  the 
subject,  he  had  been  unable 
to  come  to  any  final  conclu- 
sion as  to  the  causes  of  the 
depression,  he  realized  that 
not  over-production,  but  un- 
der-consumption  due  to  the 
destruction  of  purchasing 
power  among  large  masses  of 
the  people  in  many  parts  of 
the  world,  was  at  the  root  of 
the  matter. 

Tribute  to  H.  W.  Wood 

"May  I  say  a  word,"  he 
asked  in  the  opening  passages 
of  his  address,  "of  the  man 
who  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
has  guided  the  destiny  of  thi^ 
Association,  who  today  handed 
over  the  authority  which  he 
heretofore  has  had,  to  the 
Chairman  of  your  Conven- 
tion. This  evening  words  fail 
me  entirely  when  I  try  to 
express  my  own  relationship 
with  Mr.  H.  W.  Wood,  a  re- 
lationship most  friendly  and 
cordial.  I  have  received  the 
utmost  support  from  him  in 
matters  of  private  life,  and 


HON.  J  E.  BROWNLEE 


A  Greeting  to  the  President-Elect 

"I  might  say  a  word  of  congratulation 
to  the  man  chosen  as  your  leader  for  the 
next  year,  and  here  words  fail  me  again, 
but  for  a  different  reason.  I  do  not  know 
how  to  speak  about  Mr.  Gardiner.  You 
have  known  him  as  long  as  I  have.  I  have 
only  one  regret,  and  that  is  that  there  is 
another  Scotsman  with  whom  I  have  to 
work  for  the  next  year  (laughter).  I  do 
not  know  what  there  is  about  that  little 
plant  the  thistle  that  we  are  so  familiar 
with  that  has  made  it  the  emblem  of  the 
national  life  of  the  Scots — and  they  have 
gone  through  the  highways  and  byways 
to  make  it  the  international  emblem  of 
the  world  some  day.  I  do  not  believe  it 
is  possible  for  any  man  to  have  too  large 
a  dose  of  Scotch,  and  I  say  that  as  one 
who  has  the  reputation  of  not  having 
any  particular  liking  for  Scotch  in  any 
form,  shape  or  manner  (laughter).  I  am 
very  glad  to  say  to  you  and  to  your 
President,  that  I  hope  in  the  next  year 
and  the  years  to  follow  that  we  shall 
have  the  same  cordial  relationship  I  have 
enjoyed  with  your  former  President.  I 
believe  in  Mr.  Gardiner  we  have  one  of 
those  Scotsmen  who,  if  not  quite  an 
immigrant,  has  all  those  characteristics 

of    which    a    recent  writer 

states: 

"  'Though  rains  may  beat  us 
and  the  great  mists  blind  us, 
And  lightning  rend  the  pine- 
tree  on  the  hill, 
Yet  are  we  strong,  yet  shall 

the  morning  find  us 
Children  of  tempest  all  un- 
shaken stiir." 

Going  on  to  discuss  the 
grave  problems  facing  the 
people  and  Government  of 
Alberta  and  Canada,  Mr. 
Brownlee  stated  that  not  a 
single  one  of  these  problems 
was  not  faced  in  a  more  ser- 
ious way  by  almost  every 
country.  If  there  were  any 
problem  from  the  north  to 
the  south  that  had  not  been 
placed  before  the  Govern- 
ment, he  would  like  to  know 
what  it  was.  And  just  as 
the  farm  people  faced  the 
financial  problem  as  indi- 
viduals, "so  we  face  it  as  ti 
Government."  The  revenue 
of  the  Province  had  declined 
heavily.  If  there  were  to  be 
reduction  of  taxes  such  as 
had  been  asked  for,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  increased  ex- 
penditures all  along  the  line, 
the  result  could  not  be  good 
for  the  finances  of  the  Pro- 
vince. 

Mr.  Brownlee  dealt  speci- 
fically with  the  task  of  keep- 
ing the  schools  open,  stating 
that  about  50  per  cent  of  the 
districts  in  December  had 
thrown  up  their  hands  and 
said  "It  cannot  be  done,"  but 
that  now  a  way  out  had 
apparently  been  found.  A 
similar  problem  arose  in  con- 
nection with  the  hospitniri, 
(Continued  on  Page  '2S_. 
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Report  of  Board  of  Directors  for  1930  to  Annual  Convention 

PMt  Tears'  Work  Reviewed— The  Future  of  the  U.F.A. 


Death  of  B.  C.  Owens 

Before  dealing  with  the  work  of  the 
Directors  of  your  Organization  for  the 
past  year,  we  pause  to  pay  our  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  one  whose 
disinterested  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
workers  of  both  city  and  country  have 
continued  for  over  half  a  century.  After 
so  many  years  of  sustained  and  not  highly 
remunerative  endeavor  to  introduce  into 
our  social  and  economic  life  a  greater 
measure  of  liberty,  fraternity  and  equality, 
Mr.  Owens  has  joined  the  great  "Society 
of  Equity"  to  which  the  most  successful 
exploiters  of  the  human  race  can  bring  no 
more  than  he.  Our  thoughts  of  him  unite 
in  the  words:  "Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant."  And  the  example 
of  the  one  who  has  passed  on  gives  us 
cause  to  dedicate  our  energies  less  and 
less  to  personal  considerations  and  more 
and  more  to  the  service  of  a  public  whose 
efforts  if  directed  toward  the  common 
good  would  make  possible  a  far  greater 
degree  of  general  well  being  than  we  now 
enjoy. 

Board  Meetings 

In  the  interests  of  economy  only  two 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  were 
held  during  the  year — one  immediately 
after  our  last,  and  one  just  before  this 
Convention.  The  usual  midsummer 
Board  Meeting  was  dispensed  with,  as 
was  also  the  meeting  with  the  Federal 
members,  and  the  heads  of  the  Federal 
Constituency  organizations.  It  was  neces- 
ary,  however,  to  hold  seven  meetings  of 
the  Executive  in  order  to  take  care  of 
the  many  difficult  problems  of  admini- 
stration which  arose  during  the  year. 

Representation  on  Other  Bodies 

The  other  organizations  in  whose  de- 
liberations your  Board  is  expected  to 
share  by  the  presence  of  one  or  more  of 
its  members,  are  as  follows:  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture,  the  Alberta 
Co-operative  Council,  The  Trustees  of 
the  Wheat  Board  Surplus  Fund,  The 
Committee  ■  on  Public  Health,  The  Ad- 
visory Weed  Board,  The  Town  Planning 
Board,  The  Alberta  Oil  Consumers'  Co- 
operative, The  Alberta  Co-operative 
Wholesale. 

The  Alberta  Institute  of  Co-operation 
was  held  again  this  year  as  in  1929  in 
Lethbridge,  Olds  and  Vermilion  and  was 
directed  by  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Council,  together  with  Mr.  H.  A.  Craig, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture,  who 
acted  as  chairman. 

The  setting  up  of  an  Oi'  Pool  was 
begun  during  the  past  year  and  the  Poo' 
has  so  far  been  carried  on  independently 
of  the  U.F.A.  Organization,  and  also 
in  some  instances  to  the  detriment  there- 
of, since  in  the  past  some  Locals  had 
found  the  oil  business  of  great  assistance 
to  their  membership  and  finance  com- 
mittees. 

Meeting  of  Executive  with  Hon.    E.  B. 
Ryckman 

Your  Executive  met  the  Hon.  E.  B. 
Ryckman,  Minister  of  National  Revenue 
and  acting  Minister  of  Finance,  on 
October  28th  at  Calgary.  A  full  report 
of  this  meeting  is  contained  in  the  Nov- 
ember Ist  issue  of  The  U.F.A.  paper. 

Conference  at  Saskatoon 

By  invitation  of  Mr.  Geo.  Williams, 
President  of  the  U.F.C,  Saskatchewan 


Section,  your  Organization  was  represent- 
ed by  the  Vice-President  at  a  joint  Con- 
ference held  at  Saskatoon  on  November 
26th.  At  this  meeting  representatives 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Manitoba,  the 
United  Farmers  of  Canada,  Saskatchewan 
Section,  the  United  Farmers  of  Ontario 
and  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture, 
were  present  to  discuss  their  attitude  with 
regard  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Domin- 
ion Parliament  at  the  recent  short  session 
and  to  formulate  representations  to  be 
made  to  the  Dominion  Government  for 
the  amelioration  of  agricultural  conditions 
in  Canada. 

Membership 

As  compared  with  a  membership  in 
1929  of  13,580,  we  had  a  membership 
in  1930  of  18,105.  Of  this  number  there 
are  7,145  who  have  joined  by  signing 
Pool  requisition  forms.  The  difficulties 
of  the  various  marketing  organizations, 
on  account  of  the  existing  financial  de- 
pression, has -rendered  the  conduct  of  the 
affairs  of  the  U.F.A.  for  the  year  1930 
exceedingly  difficult  also. 

Financial  Standing 

You  will  see  by  the  financial  statement 
that  there  is  a  small  surplus  on  this  year's 
operations  of  $236.46  as  compared  with 
a  deficit  of  $4,606.40  for  last  year.  The 
surplus  was  created  by  the  generous  re- 
sponse of  $1,732.86  to  the  appeal  to 
the  general  membership  of  the  Organiza- 
tion for  the  deficit  fund.  Rigid  economy 
and  the  regrettable  but  inevitable  curtail- 
ment of  organization  work  in  the  country 
also  contributed  to  improve  the  financial 
standing  of  the  U.F.A.  for  1930.  We 
face,  however,  as  difficult  a  year  in  1931, 
with  no  elections  in  sight  to  stimulate 
the  payment  of  dues,  but  we  trust  that 
the  service  which  this  organization  can 
render  to  the  Province  and  to  the  various 
communities  thereof  will  be  of  sufficient 
value  to  merit  a  continuation  of  the 
financial  support  which  it  receives  from 
those  to  whom  and  for  whom  the  service 
is  rendered. 

Political  Representatives 

We  desire  to  commend  the  work  of  our 
representatives  at  Ottawa,  and  at  Ed- 
monton. Their  work  on  our  behalf  in 
the  past  has  been  great,  and  is  greatly 
appreciated,  but  that  which  lies  im- 
mediately ahead  will  call  for  their  su- 
preme efforts.  We  hereby  pledge  to 
them  our  fullest  support  and  assistance 
as  they  cut  new  trails  through  the  tangle 
which  has  developed  in  our  economic 
system. 

Co-operative  Effort 

Our  economic  co-operative  organiza- 
tions are  facing  and  have  faced  difficult 
situations  during  the  past  year.  We 
trust  the  U.F.A.  a&  a  whole  will  remain 
true  to  these  organizations,  which  have 
given  us  of  their  best,  and  that  before 
another  year  rolls  round,  there  will 
have  been  evolved  new  ways  and  means 
of  carrying  on,  which  will  stand  the  test 
of  subnormal  as  well  as  prosperous  years. 

An  outline  of  the  activities  of  the  various 
co-operative  business  organizations  of 
the  Province  will  be  given  you  at  another 
time.  A  representative  of  each  branch 
has  been  invited  to  appear  before  you 
for  that  purpose. 

In  General 

What  of  the  future?  We  are  in  the 
trough  of  the  wave  of  economic  depres- 


sion at  present.  The  crests  of  waves 
on  every  side  threaten  to  break  over  us. 
Will  our  little  U.F.A.  boat  take  water? 
Will  it  hold  together?  Will  it  outride 
the  storm? 

The  efforts  of  the  U.F.A.  organization 
are  directed  toward  the  el'mination  of 
peaks  and  depression,  of  inflation  and 
deflation.  We  labor  to  smooth  the  sur- 
face of  the  troubled  waters  of  economic 
national  and  international  life.  We  en- 
deavor to  displace  the  spirit  of  relentless 
greed  by  a  less  disastrous  aim.  We  can- 
not say  "Peace,  be  still,"  and  expect  that 
immediately  there  will  be  a  great  calm. 
We  have  faith  in  the  ideals  of  the  mem- 
bership of  this  organization.  We  have 
faith  in  their  steadfast  loyalty  to  those 
ideals. 

The  iron  economic  usages,  customs, 
and  laws  of  a  competitive  civilization 
are  now  in  the  flames  of  the  forge  of 
difficulty,  Will  the  heat  become  so  in- 
tense as  to  melt  them  to  a  shapeless, 
hopeless  mass?  These  customs  and  laws 
will  be  reshaped  on  the  anvil  of  our 
economic  life  by  the  hammer  of  necessity 
in  some  form.  What  will  that  form  be? 
Will  it  be  the  form  attempted  in  Russia? 
Will  it  be  a  form  suited  to  serve  the  sordid, 
merciless  aims  of  the  old  competitive 
order?  Or  will  the  U.F.A.  organization 
rise  to  the  occasion,  seize  the  hopeless 
mass  and  shape  it  to  a  co-operative  form, 
which  holds  the  greatest  possibilities  for 
our  permanent  economic  welfare?  The 
answer  rests  with  the  membership  of  this 
organization. 

The  Curse  of  Plenty 

The  root  problem  of  modern  world 
economics,  stated  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Churchill,  former  British  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  in  a  recent  address,  is  the 
"strange  discordance  between  the  con- 
suming and  the  producing  power."  Who 
would  have  thought,  asked  Mr.  Churchill, 
that  cheap  and  abundant  supplies  of  all 
the  basic  commodities  should  find  the 
science  and  civilization  of  the  world 
unable  to  utilize  them?  Had  all  our 
triumphs  of  research  and  organization 
bequeathed  us  only  a  new  punishment — 
the  curse  of  plenty? — From  a  newspaper 
report. 

A  SMALL  MATTER 

"I  can't  imagine  what's  the  matter  with  me, 
doctor;  I'm  continually  thinking  about  myself." 

"Tut,  tut!  You  must  stop  worrying  over 
trifles." 


BRIGHT  PUPIL 

Teacher  was  going  to  give  an  object  lesson. 
"Tommy,"  she  began.  "Why  does  your  father 
put  storm  windows  on  every  fall?" 

"Well,"  said  Tommj',  "Mother  keeps  at  him 
until  he  finally  gives  in." 


HE  WON 

A  young  salesman  was  proposing  to  his  best 
girl. 

"And,  darling,"  he  finished,  "I'll  lay  my  whole 
fortune  at  your  feet." 

"But  it  isn't  a  very  big  fortune,"  she  reminded 
him. 

"I  know,  dear,"  came  his  reply,  "but  it'll  look 
awfully  big  besido  your  little  feet," — Anawers. 


February  2ncl,   1931  T  HE     U.  F.  A.  

Recommend  State  Insurance  of  Life, 
Fire  and  Automobile  Risks 

Insurance  Report  of  U.F.A.  Board  Reveals  Colossal  Waste  and  High  Profits  Under 

Present  System 


Immediate  institution  by  the  Federal 
Government  of  a  system  of  state  insur- 
ance to  cover  life,  fire  and  automobile 
risks,  is  recommended  in  the  report  of  the 
Insurance  Committee  of  the  U.F.A.  Cen- 
tral Board  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Association  on 
January  23rd.  The  report  describes  the 
colossal  wastes  of  money  under  the  pres- 
ent systems  of  insurance,  due  to  over- 
lapping and  heavy  overhead  expense,  and 
in  the  case  of  fire  insurance  shows  that 
little  more  than  a  third  of  the  total 
premiums  are  paid  back,  the  remainder 
being  lost  to  those  insured.  It  is  signed 
by  the  members  of  the  committee,  J.  A. 
Johanson,  Henry  Young  and  John  Fowlie. 

The  report  follows: 

Magnitude  of  Business 

In  looking  over  the  general  field  of 
insurance  today,  one  is  impressed  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  business.  In  fire  insur- 
ance alone,  over  fifty  million  dollars  per 
year  are  paid  as  premiums  in  Canada  and 
almost  one  billion  dollars  in  the  United 
States.  As  to  life  insurance,  your  com- 
mittee has  been  unable  to  secure  figures, 
but  it  is  well  known  that  this  branch  of 
the  business  has  been  enormously  extended 
during  the  last  ten  j-ears  and  is  growing 
by  leaps  and  bounds. 

Automobile  insurance  also  is  rapidly 
growing,  largely  owing  to  the  instalment 
system  of  selling  cars,  which  makes  fire 
and  theft  insurance  compulsory.  In  con- 
nection with  automobile  insurance  there 
is  one  thing  to  which  we  think  it  well  to 
call  attention,  and  that  is  the  probability 
that  at  no  distant  date  every  car  owner 
will  be  compelled  to  carry  what  is  known 
as  "Public  Liability"  insurance.  We  are 
informed  that  this  is  already  in  force  in 
Ontario  and  Manitoba,  and,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public,  will  doubtless  be 
insisted  upon  in  Alberta  before  long. 

Hail  Insurance  also  is  a  very  important 
branch  of  the  business,  with  an  annual 
turnover  of  millions  in  Alberta  alone. 

In  looking  over  the  whole  situation  in 
regard  to  insurance,  it  seems  evident  to 
us  that  a  large  part  of  the  money  invested 
annually  in  insurance  is  wasted  by  the 
overlapping  and  needless  duplication  of 
the  present  system.  The  multiplicity  of 
agents  of  the  vari  us  companies  covering 
the  same  territory  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  many  different  offices  constitute 
an  overhead  expense  which  is  admitted 
to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  40  per  cent 
of  the  premiums  received.  Profits  to 
shareholders,  reserves,  etc.,  consume  a 
further  percentage. 

Enormous    Profits    in    Fire  Insurance 

Dealing  with  fire  insurance,  it  is  illum- 
inating to  study  the  facts  compiled  by 
Mr.  W.  E.  Turner  in  his  report  on  School 
Board  fire  insurance  made  to  the  Alberta 
School  Trustees  Convention  in  1929.  On 
page  four  of  his  report,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing: "For  the  whole  of  the  school  boards 
of  the  Province  (Alberta),  the  following 
figures  were  supplied  by  the  department. 
Tney  cover  the  five  years  1921  to  1925 
inclusive: 

Total  premiums  paid  .382,708 

Total  Losses.  147,602 

Excess  of  premiums  over  losses . .  .235,106 


From  this  table  it  will  be  noticed  that 
of  the  total  premiums  paid,  only  approxi- 
mately 38  per  cent  was  paid  back  as 
losses  and  62  per  cent  was  lost  to  those 
insured. 

Quoting  further  from  this  report,  let  us 
take  the  figures  for  twenty  of  the  largest 
school  boards  in  Canada.  Over  a  period 
of  ten  years  these  show  the  following 
results: 

Premiums  paid  873,000 

Losses  201,000 


Excess  of  premiums  over  losses. .  .672,000 

This  case  is  even  more  striking  as 
of  the  total  premiums  paid  only  23  per 
cent  were  returned  as  compensation  for 
loss. 

According  to  a  return  tabled  in  the 
Manitoba  Legislature  on  February  26th, 
1927,  the  Manitoba  Government  on  all 
properties  under  its  control  paid  in  fire 
insurance  premiums  $93,245,  and  received 
in  return  on  losses  $6,293,  or  a  difference 
of  $86,952.  This  covered  the  years  1923 
to  1926  inclusive,  and  it  will  be  noted 
the  return  in  losses  was  less  than  63  per 
cent,  the  balance  of  93^  per  cent  going 
to  swell  the  profits  of  the  insurance 
companies.  With  regard  to  duplication, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  Manitoba 
Government  insurance  was  divided  among 
117  different  firms. 

Instances  such  as  those  above  could 
be  quoted  indefinitely,  but  suflScient  has 
been  given  to  prove  our  contention  that 
there  is  far  too  great  a  spread  between 
the  amount  paid  in  premiums  and  that 
returned  as  compensation  for  loss. 

As  for  life  insurance,  it  is  no  secret 
that  it  is  an  enormously  profitable  busi- 
ness, and  the  very  fact  that  on  certain 
classes  of  policies  the  agents  receive 
almost  the  entire  first  premium  goes  to 
prove  that  the  rates  are  unnecessarily 
high. 

State  Insurance  Recommended 

In  order  to  save  for  the  people  the 
money  which  now  is  expended'in  profits 
and  duplication  of  effort,  your  committee 
recommends  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment be  urged  to  institute  a  systetti  of 
State  Insurance,  to  cover  life,  fire,  and 
automobile  risks.  The  fact  that  com- 
pulsory third  party  insurance  on  auto- 
mobiles is  a  probability  makes  it  all  the 
more  important  that  something  be  done 
to  protect  those  concerned. 

While  State  insurance  at  cost  is  the 
end  to  be  desired,  we  recognize  that  it 
may  take  some  time  to  secure,  and,  in  the 
meantime  anything  v^hich  will  give  even 
a  measure  of  relief  is  of  value.  Along 
this  line  your  committee  has  been  ap- 
proached by  a  thoroughly  reliable  insur- 
ance company  with  an  offer  to  give  the 
U.F.A.  Locals  their  agency  for  the  writing 
of  fire,  hail  and  automobile  insurance. 
This,  while  not  in  any  sense  a  solution 
for  the  problem,  would,  if  properly  sup- 
ported, provide  the  Locals  with  a  very 
considerable  revenue  which  could  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  their  members.  We 
recommend  this  proposition  to  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  Convention,  and 
further  would  sug§;est  that  the  whole 
subject  of  insurance  is  worthy  of  continued 
study, 
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Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  pro- 
posals contained  in  the  last  paragraph, 
one  or  two  delegates  suggesting  that  if 
possible  connections  should  be  established 
with  a  mutual  company.  The  Conven- 
tion recommended  that  the  Board  con- 
tinue its  investigations. 

The  Convention  recommended  that  all 
fire  insurance  companies  be  compelled  to 
pay  losses  in  the  full  amount  of  the 
insurance  for  which  premiums  have  been 
collected.  With  reference  to  automobile 
accident  insurance,  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment was  asked  to  amend  the  Vehicles 
and  Highways  TraflBc  Act  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  each  driver  or  owner  of  an 
automobile  shall  take  out  accident  lia- 
bility insurance  at  the  time  of  registra- 
tion for  auto  license,  providing  for  the 
premium  payment  out  of  the  present 
license  feea 

Amendments  Passed  of  Con- 
titution  of  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta 

The  first  Constitutional  amendment 
passed  by  the  Annual  Convention  was 
one  directing  that  the  Annual  Convention 
be  held  alternately  in  Edmonton  and 
Calgary,  commencing  with  Edmonton  in 
1932.  This  was  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  sent  in  by  East  Edmonton 
Federal  C.  A. 

Members  of  Parliament  or  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  were  made  eligible 
to  sit  on  the  Central  Board  by  an  amend- 
ment originating  in  Hillside  Local,  moved 
by  H.  G.  Young,  and  carried  with  only 
one  or  two  dissenting  votes.  The  amend- 
ment strikes  out  the  words  "election  to 
the  Parliament  of  Canada  or  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Province"  from  subsection 
6,  section  7  of  the  Constitution. 

Section  6,  paragraph  F,  dealing  with 
the  election  of  directors,  was  amended, 
the  words  shown  in  italics  below  being 
inserted  in  the  original:  "providing  al- 
ways that  the  Director  shall  be  a  bona 
fide  resident  or  an  active  member  of  a 
Local  in  the  district  represented."  This 
was  sponsored  by  the  Central  Board. 

Under  "Duties  of  Local  Officers", 
Section  11,  Subsection  3a  was  amended 
by  directing  that  the  auditor's  report 
be  sent  to  Central  Office  immediately 
after  the  Local's  annual  meeting.  This 
amendment  was  suggested  by  the  U.F 
W.A.  Board. 

Dealing  with  representation  at  the 
Annual  Convention,  the  following  was 
added,  by  a  resolution  presented  by 
the  Central  Board,  to  section  10,  sub- 
section 11:  "Provided  that  where  there 
are  five  or  more  women  members  in  a 
U.F.A.  Local  that  for  Annual  Convention 
purposes  only,  if  they  so  desire,  they  shall 
be  considered  a  U.F. W.A.  Local  in  which 
event  membership  shall  not  be  counted 
as  U.F.A.  membership." 

Constitutional  amendments  brought 
before  the  Convention  and  voted  down 
included  a  proposal  that  all  resolutions, 
except  from  Peace  River,  be  sent  in  be- 
fore December  15th  and  be  printed  in 
The  U.F.A.;  that  resolutions  be  allowed 
to  come  to  the  Convention  direct  from 
Locals;  that  membership  dues  of  S3  be 
forwarded  to  Central  Office,  to  be  there 
divided  among  the  various  divisions  of 
the .  organization;  that  the  membership 
fee  be  reduced  to  $1;  that  the  Executive 
be  elected  by  the  Convention  instead 
of  by  the  Board  as  nt  present. 
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President  of  United  Farm  Women  Brings  Message  to 
Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A. 

"Adversity  the  Test  of  True  Courage  and  an  Opportunity  for  Real  Achievement,"  states  Mrs.  Warr. 


I  INCE  again  I  am  privileged  to  bring  you  greetings  from  the  Women's 
Section  of  the  U.F.A.,  best  wishes  foi  a  most  successful  Convention 
and  reiterated  confidence  and  faith  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  Co- 
operation and  Equity  upon  which  the  United  Farmers'  Association  is  founded. 


In  these  days  of  acute  economic  de- 
pression there  may  be  many  rural  men 
and  women  in  this  great  Province  of 
ours  whose  only  remaining  asset  in  this 
same  steadfast  faith  and  unswerving 
loyalty  to  co-operative  principles,  that 
gives  them  the  necessary  courage  to  face 
the  future  with  confidence.  Yet  what 
a  valuable  possession  it  is,  for  in  this 
faith  and  loyalty  to  an  ideal  lies  the 
secret  of  the  present  and  past  achieve- 
ments of  the  tJ.F.A.  and  the  hope  of  its 
future  success.  Without  this  faith  no 
organization  can  succeed;  possessing  it 
no  organization  can  utterly  fail. 

A  Season  of  Hardship 

At  no  time  since  its  inception  has  the 
membership  of  the  organization  experi- 
enced such  difficulty  as  in  the  past  year. 
For,  while  in  previous  years.  Nature 
may  have  dealt  unkindly  with  some  sec- 
tions of  the  Province,  causing  damage 
to  crops  by  frost,  hail,  drought  or  soil- 
drifting,  the  past  year  has  brought  such 
unprecedented  hardship  to  many  farmers 
in  all  parts  of  Western  Canada  that 
these  hitherto  dreaded  climatic  conditions 
would  have  been  blessings  in  disguise.  For 
seed  and  feed  could  have  been  purchased 
at  existent  prices  for  far  less  money  than 
some  farmers  have  paid  to  harvest  a 
bountiful  yield  of  wheat  and  coarse 
grains  for  which  there  is  no  market. 
Yet  because  of  these  very  conditions, 
the  Women's  Section  feel  there  never 
was  a  time  when  leadership  and  co- 
operation were  more  vitally  necessary, 
only  by  sane  leadership  and  united  effort 
will  the  basic  cause  of  the  present  econ- 
omic depression  be  determined  and  de- 
stroyed. Let  uS  therefore  face  the  future 
undismayed,  fired  with  the  determina- 
tion to  shoulder  our  responsibility  to- 
wards the  solution  of  the  economic  con- 
ditions agriculture  is  facing  today;  for 
while  there  has  been  much  of  hardship 
in  the  past  year,  as  we  review  develop- 
ments since  last  Annual  Convention 
we  find  much  to  afford  us  quiet  satisfac- 
tion also.  Our  membership  has  increased* 
despite  adverse  economic  conditions, 
and  in  all  parts  of  the  Province  meetings, 
district  conventions,  and  U.F.W.A.  con- 
ferences have  been  well  attended,  showing 
that  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  the 
movement  are  still  keen. 

Our  TVIovement  Has  Stood  the  Test 

The  soundness  of  our  form  of  citizen- 
ship organization  has  again  been  put 
to  the  test  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
only  Alberta  members  returned  by  ac- 
clamation by  their  constituencies  in 
both  Provincial  and  Federal  elections, 
were  U.F.A.  representatives;  thereby 
amply  demonstrating  to  critics,  oppon- 
ents and  friends  alike  that  the  U.F.A. 
political  position  in  these  constituencies 
IS  impregnable.  Again,  when  recalling 
the  sweeping  victory  of  the  Conservatives 
in  other  Provinces  of  Canada  the  Women's 
Section  find  added  cause  for  congratula- 


tion and  satisfaction  in  the  knowledge 
that  Alberta  farm  men  and  women  re- 
fused to  be  stampeded  but  stood  firm 
in  their  adherence  to  the  U.F.A.  system 
for  securing  democratic  representation. 
As  a  result  the  U.F.A.  group  at  Ottawa 
is  only  slightly  less  in  number  than  in  the 
previous  Parliament.  The  U.F.A.,  which 
has  steadfastly  refused  to  merge  its  forces 
or  participate  in  the  formation  of  a  new 
political  party  of  farmers,  has  stood  the 
test,  while  the  attempt  made  elsewhere  to 
create  such  a  party  has  inevitably  failed. 

The  Women's  Section  consider  also 
that  the  return  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment with  a  substantial  majority  is 
another  reason  for  satisfaction,  while 
the  knowledge  that  this  government 
actually  succeeded  in  taking  over  the 
Natural  Resources  from  the  Dominion 
on  October  1st  should  fill  each  member 
with  pride  that  such  able  statemenship 
as  has  been  displayed  should  have  risen 
from  the  ranks  of  our  organization. 

But  while  we  glean  satisfaction  in 
these  proofs  that  our  efforts  for  securing 
able  leadership  and  democratic  repre- 
sentation in  politics  have  been  worth- 
while, let  us  not  forget — that  each 
victory  that  wins  added  support  and 
confidence  in  our  movement,  brings 
increased  and  more  determined  opposi- 
tion from  those  forces  arrayed  against 
us,  whose  power  we  threaten  to  under- 
mine. In  his  address  before  the  Annual 
Convention  in  1926  President  Wood 
said: 

"If  the  autocratic  forces  had  had 
the  voting  strength  that  the  demo- 
cratic forces  had  they  would  have 
segregated  and  mobilized  that  strength 
fifty,  if  not  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Continued  domination  by  the  auto- 
cratic classes  depends  entirely  on  the 
continued  division  and  consequent 
inefficiency  of  the  masses.  It  is  no 
wonder  that,  when  the  masses  begin 
to  move  intelligently  and  system- 
atically in  the  mobilization  of  demo- 
cratic forces,  autocracy  takes  fright 
and  begins  to  move  in  opposition  and 
puts  forth  every  effort  to  arrest  their 
progress." 
and  again: 

"While  activities  will  be  staged 
primarily  in  the  economic  field,  they 
must  necessarily  be  carried  on  also 
in  the  political  field.  Economic  justice 
and  political  integrity  must  move 
together  hand  in  hand.  A  house  can- 
not be  cleansed  of  disease-bearing 
germs  until  all  rooms  are  cleansed. 
Neither  can  a  social  system  be  re- 
organized without  reorganizing  both 
the  economic  and  political  systems. 
Our  times  are  in  His  hands  who  saith 
'A  Whole  I  Planned.'  No  social 
system  can  continue  to  exist,  half 
democratic  and  half  autocratic.  'The 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  are  trying 
to  contribute  to  this  work  of  social 
reorganization.      They    have  moved 


in  political  reorganization  and  they 
are  moving  in  economic  reorganiza- 
tion. They  have  put  their  hands  to 
the  plow.    Will  they  turn  back?" 

We  have  seen  how  the  farmers  answered 
this  query  in  the  election  of  1926  and 
again  in  1930.  The  U.F.A.  in  the  political 
field  have  stood  firm.  Will  they  stand 
firm  in  the  matter  of  economic  reorganiza- 
tion? Will  they  stand  firm  in  their  sup- 
port of  co-operative  principles,  working, 
sacrificing,  if  necessary,  overcoming  ob- 
stacles, until  their  efforts  are  rewarded 
with  success?  Or  will  they  "retire  from 
the  field  exhausted  by  their  first  effort, 
grumbling,  but  submissively  resuming 
the  burdens  of  servitude,  hoping  that 
eventually  some  philanthropic  autocracy 
will  lift  the  burdens  from  their  shoulders 
and  set  them  free." 

The  testing  time  is  at  hand.  A  severe 
economic  depression  has  forced  the  price 
of  farm  produce  down,  far  below  the  cost 
of  production;  while  the  changes  in  the 
tariff,  passed  at  the  special  session  of 
Parliament  called  to  deal  with  unemploy- 
ment, have  had  the  effect  of  stabilizing 
at  a  high  level,  the  prices  of  main  com- 
modities which  the  farmer  has  to  pur- 
chase. The  result  has  been  to  place 
those  engaged  in  agriculture  in  extreme 
need  and  distress.  Taking  advantage 
of  these  conditions,  those  forces  arrayed 
against  us  have  repeatedly  endeavored 
to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  wheat 
growers  and  the  general  public  in  co- 
operative endeavor  by  launching  per- 
sistent and  unscrupulous  attacks  upon 
the  Wheat  Pool. 

The  Attacks  on  the  Wheat  Pool 

A  recent  editorial  in  the  Edmonton 
Journal  stated:  "The  attacks  upon  the 
Wheat  Pool  are  becoming  both  more 
violent  and  more  unfair.  It  is  being 
made  to  bear  altogether  too  large  a  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  economic  troubles 
through  which  the  Dominion  is  passing." 
One  of  its  most  bitter  critics  is  the 
Financial  Post.  Always  ready  to  ad- 
versely criticize  the  Pool,  this  paper 
has  been  especially  vigorous  in  its  criti- 
cism recently,  charging  the  Pool  with 
causing  huge  losses  to  Canada  and  en- 
couraging grain  speculators  on  the  way 
to  ruin  by  its  policy  in  disposing  of  the 
1929  crop.  It  is  easy  to  be  wise  after 
an  event  has  occurred  and  the  Women's 
Section  consider  that  if  the  Wheat  Pool 
misjudged  market  conditions  in  1929, 
they  were  not  the  only  ones  to  do  so. 
The  Financial  Post  described  as  safe 
investments  stocks  that  were  selling  at 
many  times  their  present  value.  It 
may  have  been  sincere  in  giving  this 
advice  to  its  readers;  nevertheless  it 
cannot  disclaim  responsibility  for  con- 
tributing to  the  enormous  losses  sustained 
by  those  who  followed  its  advice.  Having 
erred  itself,  why  should  it  so  bitterly  de- 
nounce the  Pool  or  others  who  were 
similarily  misled  regarding  market  con- 
ditions? 

The  World-Wide  Depression 

Another  cry  that  has  been  raised 
against  the  Wheat  Pool  is  that  it  is 
responsible  for  overproduction  of  wheat. 
As  wheat  is  one  of  the  most  widely  grown 
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world  food  products  and  rapidly  in- 
creased, being  a  non-perishable  product 
any  continuous  disposal  of  wheat  at  a 
profit,  even  though  the  margin  of  profit 
be  very  small,  inevitably  tends  to  in- 
crease production.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Women's  Section,  however,  it  is  not 
overproduction  of  wheat  alone  but  lack 
of  purchasing  power  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  caused  by  recession  of  credit 
by  financial  interests  in  all  countries, 
that  has  caused  the  present  world-wide 
economic  depression.  Proof  of  this  is 
evidenced  by  the  great  number  of  people 
to  h&  found  in  both  city  and  countrj'  who 
are  lacking  the  necessities  of  life.  Nor 
is  this  the  case  of  Canada  alone.  A 
similar  condition  exists  in  practically 
every  country  in  the  world.  As  was 
stated  by  Robert  Gardiner,  M.P.,  leader 
of  the  U.F.A.  Group  at  Ottawa,  on  De- 
cember ISth  at  Morrin:  "After  every 
allowance  has  been  made  for  conditions 
of  supply  and  demand,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  heavy  drop  in  the  price  of 
wheat  is  in  a  substantial  measure  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  financial  world  had 
decreed  a  deflation  period.  A  meagre 
number  of  men  control  the  great  economic 
forces  from  above,  w-hile  we  remain  to  a 
large  extent  an  unorganized  mob." 

The  need  for  reform  of  our  present 
financial  system  with  its  recurrent  periods 
of  inflation  and  deflation,  has  repeatedly 
been  urged  by  U.F.A.  representatives 
at  Ottawa,  but  little  has  been  accomplish- 
ed because  of  the  lack  of  interest  shown 
in  this  matter  by  the  general  public. 
Public  opinion,  however,  once  aroused, 
is  a  formidable  weapon;  and  it  is  this 
weapon  the  opposing  forces  fear.  Alarm- 
ed at  the  continued  success  of  the  U.F.A. 
in  politics  and  the  fearless  campaign 
waged  by  the  U.F.A.  Group  at  Ottawa 
in  co-operation  with  other  independent 
groups  against  watering  stock  through 
over-capitalization,  against  alienation  and 
exploitation  by  private  interests  such 
Natural  Resources  as  the  St.  Lawrence 
Waterway  for  power  purposes  and  the 
complete  expose  of  our  debt-creating 
financial  system  with  its  relation  to 
poverty  in  the  midst  of  an  abundance 
of  farm  and  manufactured  products — 
the  autocratic  forces  have  determined 
to  try  and  safeguard  their  power  by 
launching  a  counter-attack  upon  the 
democratic  forces  of  our  movement. 

Will  they  succeed?  Will  the  United 
Farmers  turn  back  in  their  efforts  to- 
ward economic  reconstruction;  will  they 
press  onward  toward  their  ultimate 
goal,  a  new  social  order  where  co-opera- 
tion instead  of  competition  shall  be  the 
determining  force? 

Future  Lies  in  Our  Hands 

The  testing  time  has  come.  The  answer 
lies  with  each  one  of  us.  We  can  make 
of  this  organization  what  we  will.  No 
one  else  can  solve  our  problems  for  us. 
Success  will  call  for  courage,  for  determina- 
tion, for  sacrifice.  What  will  be  our 
answer?  Adversity  is  the  test  of  true 
courage  and  an  opportunity  for  real 
achievement.  Each  step  on  the  ladder 
of  progress  b}'  our  organization  has  been 
the  outcome  of  leadership  and  vision 
brought  forth  in  time  of  need  and  in 
answer  to  the  spur  of  necessity. 

This  acute  economic  depression  may 
be  a  blessing  in  disguise,  an  incentive 
for  further  progress.  A.  D.  Braham 
says:  "The  sky  cannot  be  always  clear, 
but  shadows  show  there's  sun."  Let  us 
strive  to  do  our  part  in  dispersing  the 
shadows  discouragement  and  despair — 
remembering  that  every  cloud  has  a 
silver  lining  for  the  sun  is  always  shining 
— somewhere.  A  cheerful  smile,  a  pleas- 
ant word,  a  helping  hand   to  someone 
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in  need,  makes  us  realize  that  life  still 
holds  much  of  joy  despite  the  trials  of 
adversity  and  while  1930  may  be  con- 
sidered a  dark  year  in  the  economic 
history  of  our  Province  and  our  Dominion, 
yet  it  has  taught  a  lesson  to  us  all.  For 
if  we,  farm  men  and  women,  had  spent 
more  time  in  recreation,  in  enjoying 
our  children,  in  visiting  with  our  neighbors, 
in  beautifying  home  surroundings  or 
in  entering  into  the  social  activities  of 
our  communities,  instead  of  working  so 
hard  producing  so  much  wheat  and  other 
farm  produce,  how  much  more  would 
we  have  profited  thereby.  Perhaps  the 
memory  of  1930  may  serve  in  the  future 
to  prevent  the  reply,  "I  am  too  busy," 
when  we  are  asked  to  attend  Local  meet- 
ings or  take  part  in  some  community 
enterprise,  thus  serving  to  make  happier 
lives  and  more  successful  Locals. 

Education  and  Public  Health 

The  Women's  Section  continue  to  take 
a  very  keen  interest  in  education  and 
public  health,  for  they  feel  that  on  the 
intellectual,  moral  and  physical  develop- 
ment of  the  youth  of  today  rests  the  hope 
of  civilization  on  the  morrow.  Thus  we 
find  our  Locals  availing  themselves  of 
the  services  provided  by  the  Provincial 
Department  of  Health — securing  lectures 
on  home  nursing,  holding  baby  clinics 
and  utilizing  services  of  the  travelling 
clinic.  An  outstanding  example  of  the 
interest  taken  in  public  health  work 
by  our  Locals  was  furnished  by  the  Fort 
Vermilion  U.F  W.A.  Local  approximately 
350  miles  north  of  Edmonton,  this  year. 
They  were  anxious  to  secure  the  services 
of  the  travelling  clinic  for  the  children 
of  their  district  and  guaranteed  to  raise 
fifty  dollars  a  year  toward  the  expense 
incurred  by  the  department  in  sending 
the  clinic  or  part  of  it  up  to  Fort  Vermilion. 
As  the  itinerary  of  the  clinic  was  already 
planned,  it  seemed  as  though  it  would  be 
impossible  to  grant  their  request  this  year. 
However,  because  of  Infantile  Paralysis 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Province,  it 
was  decided  by  the  Government  to  make 
a  change  in  the  itinerary,  and  the  clinic 
was  sent  to  Fort  Vermilion  instead.  The 
Fort  Vermilion  Local  raised  four  hundred 


dollars  toward  the  cost  of  sending  this 
clinic,  besides  promising  to  pay  the 
balance  of  three  hundred  dollars  in  yearly 
instalments  of  fifty  dollars  each,  thus 
affording  a  splendid  example  of  co-opera- 
tion for  community  betterment  of  which 
any  organization  may  be  justly  proud. 

The  Women's  Section  are  very  pleased 
to  learn  that  two  rural  Health  Units 
have  been  organized  in  Alberta,  at  Red 
Deer  and  High  River,  by  the  Provincial 
Government  in  co-operation  with  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation,  for  experimental 
purposes.  These  will  function  for  the 
control  of  disease  and  a  general  super- 
vision of  health  similar  to  that  now  en- 
joyed by  urban  centres.  Our  United 
Farm  Women  have  long  urged  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  health  units  and  will 
be  keenly  interested  in  their  operation. 
The  Women's  Section  wish  to  voice 
their  appreciation  to  the  Department  of 
Health  which  so  promptly  answered  our 
request  for  dissemination  of  information 
on  Sex  Hygiene  to  mothers,  embodied  in 
a  resolution  passed  by  our  U.F.W.A. 
Convention  last  January. 

A  course  of  lectures  is  being  held  by 
Dr.  Margaret  Owen  and  the  department 
is  soliciting  the  co-operation  of  all 
women's  clubs  and  organizations  at 
points  visited  in  her  itinerary,  in  order 
that  the  meetings  may  be  well  advertised. 
Those  already  held  have  proved  to  be 
very  interesting  and  are  much  appreciated 
by  all  in  attendance.  We  sincerely  urge 
all  farm  women's  Locals  to  give  Dr. 
Owen  their  hearty  support  and  co-opera- 
tion. 

The  Women's  Section  wish  also  to  ex- 
press their  appreciation  for  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Geo.  Hoadley,  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  for  granting  the  request 
embodied  in  a  resolution  passed  at  last 
year's  Convention  re  Farm  Women's 
Rest  Week,  which  was  held  last  summer 
at  the  Olds  and  Vermilion  Schools  of 
Agriculture.  This  Rest  Week,  which 
combined  a  pleasant  holiday  with  bene- 
ficial instruction,  was  much  enjoyed  by 
those  fortunate  enough  to  attend.  The 
beauties  of  the  grounds,  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  of  the  staff  and  assistants, 
and  the  well-balanced  program  provided, 
ensure  a  full  attendance  in  the  coming 
year. 

Growth  of  Junior  Branch 

The  Women's  Section  are  especially 
pleased  to  see  the  sturdy  growth  shown 
in  the  Junior  Branch  of  the  U.F.A. 
Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  keen  interest 
taken  in  this  phase  of  our  organization 
by  Seniors  and  Juniors  alike,  who  re- 
cognize that  in  the  establishment  of 
these  Junior  Locals  as  training  schools 
in  leadership  and  citizenship,  we  are 
building  for  the  future.  For  if  we  would 
attain  our  ultimate  goal,  a  Christian 
democracy,  in  which  sympathy,  under- 
standing and  tolerance  shall  be  the 
guiding  forces  of  individuals  and  nations, 
"the  bricks  used  must  be  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  the  youth  of  today." 

 o  

MOKE  THAN  THAT 

Aspiring  Youth  (to  prospective  employert: 
"You'll  pay  me  what  I'm  worth?" 

Works  Manager:  "I'll  do  better  than  that.  I'll 
give  you  a  small  salary  to  start  with," — Notting- 
ham News. 


IDEAL  CONDITIONS 

Young  Scribbler  and  his  bride  were  alone  for 
the  first  time  in  their  new  home.  "Darling," 
she  cried,  "I  must  make  a  terrible  confession  to 
you — I  can't  cook." 

"Aw,  that's  all  right,  dear.  I've  a  confession 
to  make,  too.  I'm  a  poet  and  there  won't  be 
anything  to  oooU." — Pathfinder. 
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United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta  in  Seventeenth  Annual 

Convention 


Many  Problems  of  Farm  Home  and  Rural  Community  and  of  the  Larger  World  Are  Discussed  at  Very  Successful  Gathering 

in  Calgary 


I  HE  Seventeenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farm  Women  of 
-■-  Alberta  was  opened  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  January  20th,  in  Central 
United  Church,  Calgary,  with  the  singing  of  "O  Canada."  The  invocation 
was  pronounced  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Todd,  pastor  of  the  church,  after  which  Hon. 
Perren  Baker  brought  greetings  from  the  Government  in  place  of  Premier 
Brownlee,  who  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  absence  from  the  Province. 
During  his  brief  address  Mr.  Baker     listened  with  keen  interest  to  their  Presi- 


paid  tribute  to  the  Women's  Section,  de- 
claring that  most  of  the  practical  ideas 
and  work  of  the  farm  movement  had 
originated  with  them 

Before  commencement  of  the  routine 
business  of  the  Convention  an  expression 
of  love  and  sympathy  was  sent  by  the 
delegates  to  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sears,  past 
President  of  the  U.F.W.A.,  in  her  recent 
bereavement  in  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Mrs.  Warr  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Convention,  following  which  the  Con- 
vention Committees  were  appointed.  At 
this  point,  Mrs.  W^man,  First  Vice- 
President,  took  the  chair  and  the  delegates 


dent's  annual  report.  Mrs.  Warr  reported 
organizing  Locals,  addressing  meetings, 
banquets,  political  rallies,  attending  the 
Junior  Conference,  Women's  Conferences, 
sessions  of  the  Institute  of  Co-operation, 
U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Executive  meet- 
ings; writing  bulletins  and  articles  for 
paj)ers  as  well  as  representing  our  organi- 
zation at  a  conference  called  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  re  lectures  on  adoles- 
cent hygiene  to  mothers. 

Work  of  Executive 

A  very  full  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Executive  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Wyman. 
This  report  dealt  with  many  and  varied 


activities  in  which  the  Executive  had 
been  engaged  during  the  year.  Some  of 
the  more  important  features  were:  Farm 
Women's  Rest  Week,  Teaching  of  Ado- 
lescent Hygiene,  U.F.W.A.  Conferences, 
Information  Bureaus,  Peony  Day,  Peace 
Petition,  Fire  Protection  and  visit  of  the 
Travelling  Clinic  to  Fort  Vermilion 
U.F.W.A.  Local. 

The  reports  of  the  various  constituencies 
were  then  presented  by  the  Directors, 
after  which  each  received  a  floral  tribute 
from  the  President,  these  fowers  being 
donated  by  the  M.  Terrill  Floral  Co.  Ltd. 
Community  singing  under  the  able  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Hepburn,  assisted  at  the 
piano  by  Mrs.  H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield 
and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Malloy,  was  an  enjoyable 
feature  of  the  convention. 

Secretary's  Report 

In  spite  of  the  economic  depression 
which  IS  being  keenly  felt  by  the  farm 
women,  the  r^ort  presented  by  Miss 
Bateman  the  Provincial  Secretary,  was 
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most  interesting  and  encouraging.  New 
Locals  were  organized  and  conferences 
held  in  all  constituencies,  programs  for 
Locals  prepared  by  the  Executive  had 
proved  a  decided  success  and  more  than 
half  of  the  second  edition  of  the  U.F.W.A. 
Cook  Book,  only  ready  for  sale  in  Novem- 
ber, was  already  sold. 

The  delegates  asked  that  a  letter  be 
sent  to  the  Hon.  Irene  Parlby,  expressing 
regret  that  illness  prevented  her  attend- 
ance at  the  Convention,  with  sincere 
wishes  for  her  early  recovery.    The  re- 

Cort  of  Immigration  was  next  presented 
y  the  Convener,  Mrs.  R.  Price. 

Immigration  Policy 
Mrfl.  Price  dealt  brief  y  with  the  policy 
of  immigration,  both  past  and  present. 
Strange  anomalies  in  the  Immigration 
Act  were  noted.  A  plea  was  made  for 
tolerance  and  intelligent  study  of  the 
Oriental  problem  as  well  as  the  one  of 
the  new  Canadian  residing  within  Cana- 
da's boundaries. 

Wednesday's  Sessions 

The  Wednesday  morning  session  opened 
with  community  singing,  after  which  a 
most  interesting  and  informative  report 
on  Co-operative  Effort  was  given  by  the 
Convenor,  Mrs.  Scholefield,  who  dealt 
with  every  phase  of  the  marketing  of 
farm  products.  An  animated  discussion 
followed  the  reading  of  this  report,  during 
which  Mr.  Malin  was  asked  by  the 
chairman  to  come  to  the  platform  to 
reply  to  many  technical  questions  asked 
by  the  delegates.  At  this  time  an  inspir- 
ational message  was  brought  to  the  con- 
vention by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Oliver, 
Moderator  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  who,  being  in  the  city  for  one 
day,  had  kindly  acceded  to  the  request 
of  the  Executive  to  address  our  Farm 
Women's  Convention. 

Report  on  Legislation 

Mrs.  Wyman  next  presented  a  splendid, 
comprehensive  report  as  Convenor  of 
Legislation.  This  report  dealt  in  detail 
with  Federal  inequalities  of  married 
women,  courts  of  domestic  relations, 
wills,  delinquent  and  dependent  children. 
The  last  named  having  received  consider- 
able study  during  the  past  year,  a  com- 
plete resume  on  the  subject  was  given  by 
the  convenor. 

The  address,  "Reading  for  Delight" 
given  by  Miss  Jessie  Montgomery,  B.A., 
Librarian,  Department  of  Extension,  was 
one  of  the  most  delightful  features  of  the 
Convention. 

Mrs.  Warr  Re-elected 

Just  before  the  noon  adjournnaent  the 
following  names  were  placed  in  nomi- 
nation for  President:  Mrs.  Warr,  Mrs. 
Gunn,  Mrs.  Price  and  Mrs.  Wyman. 
As  Mrs.  Gunn  had  already  served  the 
organization  for  five  years  she  asked  to 
withdraw.  The  election  resulted  in  Mrs. 
Warr  being  returned  as  President,  on  the 
first  ballot.  Mrs.  Warr  thanked  the 
delegates  for  their  continued  confidence 
and  promised  to  do  her  very  best  to  serve 
the  organization  through  the  coming 
year. 

At  this  time,  Mrs.  Winifred  Ross,  Con- 
venor of  Education,  gave  a  very  fine 
report,  outlining  the  educational  progress 
in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  referring  in 
detail  to  the  relation  of  the  state  to  adult 
education  and  to  the  conference  held 
recently  at  the  University  of  Alberta, 
where  the  Provincial  Government  out- 
lined its  plans  to  link  up  all  libraries  and 
educational  agencies  in  a  co-operative 
effort  to  extend  its  library  service  to 
everv  corner  of  the  Province. 


E.  A.  Corbett,  M.A.,  was  an  interest- 
ing speaker  on  "Moral  Values  in  Co- 
operation." Mr.  Corbett's  address  was 
greatly  appreciated  and  he  was  given  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  encouraging 
and  thought-provoking  message. 

Fraternal  Delegates  brought  greetings 
from  the  following  organizations:  Mrs. 
Conquest  from  the  Red  Cross;  Mrs. 
Grevett  from  the  W.C.T.U.;  Mrs.  Mont- 
gomery from  the  W.I  j  Miss  Coutts  from 
the  A.T.A.;  Mrs.  H.  Riley  from  the  Cal- 
gary Council  Child  Welfare;  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards from  the  National  Council  of 
Women;  Miss  Patterson,  from  the  Do- 
minion Labor  Party;  Miss  Amy  Roe, 
Associate  Editor  of  the  Country  Guide, 
United  Farm  Women  of  Manitoba. 

Thursday's  Sessions 

Thursday  morning  the  Convention 
opened  with  Community  singing.  The 
Hon.  George  Hoadley  was  the  first  speaker 
of  the  day  and  addressed  the  delegates 
at  some  length  on  matters  of  health, 
immigration,  etc.  Discussion  followed, 
during  which  Mr.  Hoadley  answered 
many  questions. 

Vice-Presidents  Elected 

The  following  were  nominated  for 
Vice-President:  Mrs.  Wyman,  Mrs.  Price 
and  Mrs.  Hepburn.  Mrs.  Wyman  said 
at  this  time  she  was  going  to  withdraw 
her  name  and  thanked  the  delegate  who 
nominated  her.  Mrs.  Hepburn  asked 
that  Mrs.  Price  be  declared  First  Vice- 
President  by  acclamation;  which  was 
carried  with  applause. 

Nominations  for  Second  Vice-President 
resulted  in  four  names  being  placed  before 
the  Convention:  Mrs.  MoUoy,  Mrs. 
Hepburn,  Mrs.  Kiser  and  Mrs.  Dwelle. 
The  two  latter  withdrew  and  the  election 
placed  Mrs.  Hepburn  in  the  office  of 
Second  Vice-President.  Mrs.  Molloy 
moved  that  Mrs.  Hepburn-  be  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  Convention. 

Hon.  J.  E.  Brownlee  brought  greetings 
from  the  Provincial  Government  and  left  to 
the  Convention  a  challenge  for  a  very 
definite  work  which  would  demand  cour- 
age and  good  cheer. 

G.  Bower,  A.T.C.M.,  with  a  class  of 
small  boys  and  girls  from  High  River 
gave  a  very  practical  demonstration  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  in  group  teach- 
ing of  music  in  schools.  This  demon- 
stration won  vociferous  applause. 

The  first  number  on  the  program  for 
the  afternoon  was  a  report  on  "Home 
Economics"  by  the  Convener,  Mrs. 
Zipperer.  This  report  brought  valuable 
information  to  the  delegates  on  this 
subject,  which  is  of  great  importance  to 
all  women. 

The  Junior  Work  of  the  organization 
was  presented  to  the  Convention  in  a 
most  interesting  manner  by  the  Convener 
of  Young  People's  Work,  Mrs.  P.  C. 
Hepburn.  This  was  followed  by  short 
addresses  from  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Junior  Branch,  Mr. 
Francis  Fry  and  Miss  Molly  Coupland. 
General  discussion  on  Junior  Work  fol- 
lowed. 

Unemployment  relief,  prohibition  and 
delinquency  were  dealt  with  very  fully 
by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Dwelle,  in  her  excellent 
report  as  Convener  of  Social  Welfare. 

Tribute  to  Mrs.  Wyman 

In  making  a  presentation  of  silver  to 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Wyman,  retiring  First  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  R.  Price  paid  Mrs. 
Wyman  the  following  tribute:  "You 
have  served  the  organization  in  the  capa- 
city of  Vice-President  and  Convener  of 
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Legislation  for  seven  years,  giving  to  us 
a  charming  personality  and  the  wisdom 
of  a  trained,  intellectual  mind.  On  be- 
half of  the  delegates  and  friends  present 
I  ask  you  to  accept  this  gift  as  a  token  of 
our  love  and  admiration." 

Mrs.  Wyman,  in  expressing  her  appre- 
ciation to  the  delegates,  said  that  any 
service  she  had  been  able  to  render  to 
the  U.F.W.A.  had  been  more  than  repaid 
by  the  pleasure  it  had  given  her  to  serve 
the  organization. 

The  illustrated  lecture  given  by  Mr. 
Underwood  on  the  "Passion  Play"  won 
the  sincere  appreciation  of  all  present 
and  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  to  Mr.  Underwood  and  Mr.  J. 
Tully,  who  kindly  assisted  him  in  present- 
ing the  slides. 

Public  Health  and  Maternal  Welfare 

On  Friday  morning,  following  com- 
munity singing,  a  splendid  report  was 
read  by  Mrs.  M.  Banner,  on  Public 
Health.    This  report  was  supplemented 


FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


MRS.  R.  PRICE 


by  a  most  interesting  talk  on  "Infant  and 
Maternal  Welfare"  by  Miss  Kate  Brighty, 
Act.  Supt.  Public  Health  Nurses,  the 
discussion  which  followed  clearly  demon- 
strating the  keen  interest  taken  by  the 
farm  women  in  health  problems. 

In  presenting  the  first  report  of  the 
U.F.W.A.  Convenor  on  Horticulture  and 
Beautification,  Mrs.  Stong  suggested  that 
Locals-  send  in  to  Central  OflBce,  in  the 
coming  year,  snap  shots  of  planted  beauty 
spots  in  their  communities,  slides  to  be 
made  from  the  best  ones  submitted,  and 
shown  at  next  Convention.  This  sugges- 
tion was  enthusiastically  adopted  by  the 
delegates. 

Horace  Seymour,  Superintendent  of 
Town  Planning,  who  was  introduced  at 
this  time,  gave  an  outline  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Provincial  Government  to  beautify 
Alberta,  soliciting  the  co-operation  of 
the  U.F.W.A.  in  this  work.  One  of  the 
most  animated  discussions  of  the  Con- 
vention followed  and  Mr.  Seymour  was 
kept  busy  for  some  time  answering  the 
eager  fiuestioiis  of  the  delegates. 


Miss  M.  Story,  Acting  Superintendent 
Alberta  Woman's  Home  Bureau,  next 
addressed  the  Convention,  expressing 
appreciation  for  the  interest  taken  in  the 
Woman's  Home  Bureau  service  during 
the  past  year  by  the  U.F.W.A.  She 
said  that  there  were  more  requests  from 
the  U.F.W.A.  in  1930  for  this  service 
than  had  been  received  at  any  one  time 
since  the  Bureau  was  started. 

A  very  excellent  report  was  given  by 
Mrs.  McNaughton,  Convener  of  Peace, 
in  which  she  dealt  in  detail  with  the 
many  ways  in  which  the  women  in  every 
country  may  help  to  establish  a  per- 
manent World  Peace. 

Retiring  and  New  Ofiicers  Speak 

At  this  time  Mrs.  Warr  introduced 
Robt.  Gardiner,  M.P.,  President-elect  of 
the  U.F.A.  and  Norman  F.  Priestley, 
Vice-President  elect  of  the  U.F.A.  to  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  Priestley  both 
spoke  briePy,  urging  the  farm  women  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  strengthen  the 
organization,  being  sure,  however,  that 
the  progress  made  was  not  of  mushroom 
growth,  but  was  built  on  the  solid  foun- 
dation of  co-operation  and  service. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Wood  and  H.  E.  G.  H. 
Scholefield,  retiring  President  and  Vice- 
president,  also  addressed  the  delegates 
and  in  honor  of  Mr.  Wood,  U.F.A.  leader 
for  fifteen  years,  the  Convention  sang 
"For  He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow"  and  gave 
three  hearty  cheers  and  a  tiger. 

A  social  hour  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Sibbald  was  then  enjoyed,  refresh- 
ments being  served  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Calgary  U.F.W.A.  Local. 

Thirty  Resolutions  Adopted 

Approximately  thirty  resolutions,  deal- 
ing with  varied  subjects,  were  passed  by 
the  Convention.  These  resolutions,  to- 
°  gether  with  a  verbatim  copy  of  all  ad- 
dresses and  conveners'  reports  given 
during  the  Convention  may  be  secured 
from  Central  Office  (U.F.A.)  Calgary  at 
the  cost  price  of  25  cents  each. 

The  1931  Convention  of  the  U.F.W.A., 
repeatedly  spoken  of  as  "one  of  the  best 
ever  held,"  was  brought  to  a  close  at 
6  p.m.  on  January  23rd  by  singing  "God 
Save  the  King"  and  the  following  reso- 
lution of  appreciation,  moved  by  Mrs. 
Ross  and  carried  unanimously: 

We,  the  United  Farm  Women  in  Con- 
vention assembled,  wish  to  express  our 
sincere  thanks  to  the  following:  Rev. 
J.  E.  Todd,  Premier  J.  E.  Brownlee,  Hon. 
Perren  Baker,-  Hon.  Geo.  Hoadley,  Miss 
Jessie  Montgomery,  B.A.,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Corbett,  M.A.,  Mr.  Underwood,  Rt. 
Rev..  Dr.  Oliver,  Mr.  J.  Tully,  Miss  K. 
Brighty,  Miss  Marian  Story,  Mr.  H. 
Seymour,  Mr.  Malin,  The  Press  Ladies, 
all  Fraternal  Delegates,  Miss  Kathryn 
German,  R.N.,  Mr.  G.  Bower,  L.R.A.M., 
A.T.C.M.  and  pupils,  Mrs.  Eliason  of 
Wrentham,  Mrs.  Garnett  of  Carseland, 
Mrs.  G.  Patterson,  Calgary,  Mrs.  Glen- 
Allen  Pteed,  Calgary,  Mrs.  Pippard,  Cal- 
gary, Mr.  Bert  Cole,  Calgary,  Miss  Vera 
Bradshaw,  Okotoks,  Miss  Katie  Short, 
Calgary,  and  other  artists  who  contributed 
to  the  musical  program.  We  also  wish 
to  thank  the  Calgary  ladies  for  their  kind 
hospitality  this  afternoon  and  express 
appreciation  to  all  others  who  have 
assisted  in  any  way  toward  making  this 
Convention    a  success. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  SALMON 

Five  principal  varieties  of  salmon  are  caught 
in  British  Columbia  waters — sockeyK,  spring, 
coho,  pink  and  cbum 


Ask  Government  to 
Take  Action  at  Once  to 
Abolish  Beer  Parlors 

Convention,  by  Majority,  Passes 
Resolution 

After  debating  the  question  from  many 
angles,  the  Convention  passed,  by  a 
rather  large  majority,  the  following 
resolution  which  originated  in  Sturgeon 
Provincial  C.A. 

Whereas,  the  beer  halls  continue 
to  be  a  menace  to  the  social  and  ec« 
onomical  life  of  the  Province,  and 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A, 
Convention  have  passed  strong  resolu- 
tions condemning  the  beer  halls  and 
asking  the  Government  for  a  plebiscite, 
and 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Prohibition 
Association  have  initiated  and  circu- 
lated a  petition  under  direct  legisla- 
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tion  this  year  in  Alberta  asking  the 
Government  to  abolish  beer  halls; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we 
endorse  their  request  for  legislation 
and  also  heartily  endorse  the  request 
made  through  the  petitions  of  the 
Alberta  Prohibition  Association  that 
the  Government  take  action  at  once 
to  abolish  the  beer  parlors  either  by 
legislation  or  a  plebiscite. 

The  mover  of  the  resolution  stated! 
that  it  only  asked  the  Convention  tO' 
reaffirm  the  stand  taken  the  year  before 
and  maintained  that  the  beer  parlors 
were  "becoming  worse  and  worse."  He 
was  referring  to  the  distribution  of  beer 
during  the  last  election  campaign  when 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

"Why  ask  the  Government  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  $30,000  to  do  something  that 
is  already  there,"  asked  P.  Rafferty, 
who  opposed  the  resolution  on  the 
grounds  that  those  in  favor  of  prohibi- 
tion could  resort  to  local  option  or  get, 
a  plebiscite  through  petition. 

That  Alberta  was  in  the  hp^st  condjitiQiji 
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of  all  of  the  many  places  known  to  him 
was  the  claim  urged  by  another  delegate 
who  opposed  the  resolution.  If  the  beer 
parlors  were  abolished  we  would  have 
the  bootlegger. 

Another  delegate  related  at  some  length 
what  he  had  observed  in  various  countries, 
particularly  in  the  United  States  "where 
there  was  prohibition  that  did  not  pro- 
hibit." 

The  Strongest  Argument 

Referring  to  this  last  argument,  J.  A. 
Johansen  said  it  was  the  strongest  he 
ever  heard  against  prohibition.  Grant- 
ing that,  he  continued,  there  was  a  law 
against  stealing  but  in  spite  of  that  law 
people  were  occasionally  punished  for 
stealing,  and  he  asked,  "Would  you 
therefore  license  stealing?"  Mr.  Johan- 
sen declared  that  at  dances  and  socials 
almost  every  car  had  liquor  in  it,  and  it 
was  very  difficult  for  the  police  to  en- 
force the  law;  they  could  not  get  a  con- 
viction unless  a  man  was  found  actually 
selling  liquor. 

A.  Rafn  thought  the  beer  parlor  served 
a  purpose  as  a  gathering  place,  and  that 
men  might  congregate  in  worse  places. 
It  was  impossible  to  legislate  people 
into  sobriety,  in  his  opinion;  what  was 
needed  was  education  and  better  social 
and  economic  conditions. 

Money  was  being  spent  in  the  beer 
parlors  which  ought  to  be  providing  for 
homes  and  children,  declared  one  dele- 
gate. _  . 

Even  those  people  visiting  the  same 
places,  said  N.  F.  Priestley,  came  back 
with  conflicting  stories  as  to  the  effect 
of  prohibition.  He  appealed  to  the 
delegates  not  to  let  the  liquor  traffic 
become  entrenched  through  a  feeling 
that  all  was  right,  but  to  continue  the 
stand  they  had  always  taken. 

Carl  Axelson  referred  to  the  opportuni- 
ties to  obtain  local  option.  He  thought 
that  if  the  beer  parlors  were  abolished 
the  business  would  go  to  the  bootleggers 
and  be  harder  to  control. 

Prefers  Parlors  to  Private  Drinking 

Ira  D.  Taylor  declared  himself  a  pro- 
hibitionist, but  believed  that  this  resolu- 
tion was  only  making  matters  worse. 
If  it  meant  prohibiting  the  sale  of  beer 
he  would  be  in  favor  of  it;  but  he  was 
not  in  favor  of  merely  closing  the  beer 
parlors.  If  people  were  to  be  allowed 
to  drink  beer,  he  thought  it  had  better 
be  in  beer  parlors,  rather  than  in  private 
houses,  road-houses  and  speak-easies. 

Another  delegate  spoke  of  those  people 
who  could  not  keep  away  from  the  beer 
parlors;  one  of  them,  he  said,  had  ap- 
pealed to  him  "to  keep  temptation  out 
of  our  way." 

The  previous  question  being  moved 
and  carried,  the  vote  on  the  resolution 
was  put  and  carried  with  a  fair  majority, 
as  stated  above. 

Moderation  League  Advertising 

The  matter  of  the  advertising  for  the 
Moderation  League  which  had  appeared 
in  The  U.F.A.  was  brought  up  by  a 
resolution  from  Lethbridge  Federal  C.A. 
during  discussion  on  the  official  organ. 
After  a  short  discussion  the  resolution 
was  carried,  159  for  and  153  against,  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  sponsored  the 
resolution  asking  for  the  abolition  of 
the  beer  parlor,  and 

Whereas,  this  resolution  has  passed 
in  several  constituency  conventions  and 
the  Annual  U.F.A.  Convention; 

Therefore  we  deplore  that  the  U.F.A. 
paper  being  our  own  publication  should 
accept  advertising  matter  from  the  Mod- 
eration League,  which  is  misleading  in 
every  way. 
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Educational  Committee  of  U.F,A.  Presents 

Report 

"Debate  Between  the  High  School  and  the  Threshing  Season" — Education 
in  Co-operation  Desired  in  Rural  Schools — Suggestions 
Concerning  High  School  Course 


A  change  of  emphasis  in  high  school 
studies  from  mathematics  and  languages 
to  home  economics  and  manual  traimng 
and  music  and  social  subjects  is  recom- 
mended in  the  report  of  the  Educational 
Committee  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Board, 
which  was  circulated  during  the  Annual  Con- 
vention last  week.  A  further  recommen- 
dation, among  others,  is  that  more  time 
and  opportunity  for  the  study  of  agri- 
culture and  co-operation  be  provided 
in  our  rural  schools. 

^The  report,  which  is  signed  by  I.  V. 
Macklin,  chairman,  J.  A.  J  chanson  and 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Wyman,  is  in  full  as  follows: 

Report  of  Educational  Committee 

While  your  committee  on  Education 
wish  to  draw  to  your  attention  certain 
non-professional  conclusions  as  to  the 
materials  and  methods  of  education  in 
this  Trovince,  we  nevertheless  do  not  wish 
to  suggest  the  idea  that  our  system  in 
Alberta  is  not  among  the  best  to  be  found 
anywhere,  whether  it  be  considered  from 
the  standpoint  of  materials  taught  or 
of  personnel  of  teachers  and  officials.  - 

We  wish  to  deal  first  with  the  length 
of  the  summer  vacation  in  high  school. 
At  present  it  is  the  same  length  as  is 
lit  public  school  vacation,  whereas 
the  university  vacation  is  two  and  a  half 
times  as  long.  We  suggest  that  the  high 
schools  should  close  on  the  same  date  as  the 
public  schools  and  open  on  the  same 
date  as  the  University.  We  suggest 
this,  because  high  school  opens  just 
about  the  time  when  the  farm  boy  or 
girl  is  getting  the  greatest  kick  out  of 
helping  father  or  mother  in  threshing 
time.  If  there  is  a  debate  in  the  youth's 
mind  as  to  which  is  the  most  important, 
the  work  or  the  schooling,  the  school 
has  the  worst  chance  then,  because  it 
Is  up  against  the  most  exhilarating  and 
exciting  season  of  the  farm  year.  His 
hitherto  bright  dreams  of  subsequent 
intellectual  endeavor  are  apt  to  be  dim- 
med right  there,  whether  the  youth 
goes  to  school  at  the  time  or  stays  home 
and  goes  a  few  weeks  late.  Indeed, 
some  end  the  debate  between  the  school 
and  the  threshing  season  by  deciding 
to  leave  school  for  good,  when  with  a 
high  school  opening  a  few  weeks  later 
there  would  be  no  debate  at  all. 

Then  in  regard  to  the  value  of  a  little 
experience  in  the  occupaton  of  their 
parents.  The  course  in  high  school  is 
sufficiently  difficult  that  the  majority 
of  pupils  who  make  good  must  spend 
more-time  at  school  and  homework  than 
the  regulation  eight  hours  prescribed  as 
good  for  adults.  If  the  teen  age  girl 
IS  to  get  any  experience  in  the  arts  of 
her  mother  or  the  boy  in  the  arts  of  his 
father,  it  must  be  done  by  neglect  of  the 
studies  or  by  leaving  the  child  no  time 
for  play.  A  month  longer  vacation  for 
high  school  students  would  give  them 
a  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  some 
real  work,  and  give  them  a  greater  con- 
fidence in  their  ability  for  self-support. 

We  suggest  that  the  high  school  could 
BO  a  little  lighter  on  mathematics  and 
languages,  because  we  fail  to  see  why 
rural  students  should  injure  their  health 
or  eyesight  in  acquiring  mastery  over 


material  which  there  is  about  one  chance 
in  a  dozen  that  they  will  use  in  after  life. 
We  subscribe  to  the  theory  that  material 
which  is  of  value  in  itself  is  just  as  good 
mental  discipline  and  intellectual  training 
as  material  which  is  of  little  or  no  value 
in  after  life. 

We  recommend  that  the  high  school 
teachers,  to  the  curtailment  of  the  a- 
mount  of  time  given  to  such  subjects 
as  algebra  and  Latin,  should  bring  the 
subjects  of  home  economics  and  manual 
training  more  prominently  before  the 
girls  and  boys  under  them. 

These  subjects  are  now  on  the  curri- 
culum, but  we  believe  that  many  youths 
and  parents  in  Alberta  who  would  prefer 
them  to  other  subjects  do  not  even  know 
that  they  are  available.  Music  is  another 
subject  already  on  the  high  school 
course  which  might  be  of  greater  value 
to  the  high  school  girl  in  after  life  than 
the  knowledge  of  such  material  as 
geometry. 

Examination  Fees 

Regarding  examination  fees,  we  favor 
the  idea  that  they  should  be  low,  but 
if  they  were  entirely  eliminated  there 
would  be  no  check  on  the  number  who 
might  demand  the  privilege  of  writing, 
even  though  they  were  totally  unpre- 
pared. 

As  to  .  the  abolition  of  the  present 
system  of  examinations,  we  suggest  that 
there  would  be  the  constant  temptation 
before  the  teacher  of  making  herself 
appear  successful  to  the  parents  and 
trustees  by  promoting  pupils  regularly 
whether  they  are  ready  or  not.  We 
would  like,  however,  to  see  a  certain 
percentage  of  credit  on  the  finals  for 
work  done  throughout  the  term. 

We  endorse  the  idea  contained  in 
Resolution  126  that  more  time  and 
opportunity  be  afforded  for  the  study  of 
agricultuie  and  co-operation  in  our 
rural  schools. 

The  aim  of  the  high  school  course 
is  two  fold:  vocational  and  cultural. 
In  our  opinion  it  could  be  greatly  im- 
proved in  both.  At  present  it  gives 
little  direct  assistance  to  those  great 
numbers  who  go  out  to  make  a  living 
in  the  agricultural,  industrial  or  com- 
mercial fields  of  activity.  Its  vocational 
value  is  chiefly  for  those  few,  who  go  on 
to  university  to  take  up  a  professional 
career. 

We  recommend  that  to  whatever  ex- 
tent the  high  school  education  is  to  be 
of  vocational  value,  the  vocations  be 
given  place  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  pupils  likely  in  after  life  to  enter  upon 
them.  In  view  of  the  fact,  however, 
that  there  are  a  number  of  special  schools 
for  vocational  training,  we  recommend 
that  a  greater  proportion  of  the  time 
in  high  school  be  given  to  cultural  educa- 
tion. There  may  be  some  who  contend 
that  the  study  of  languages  furnishes 
just  that  culture.  We  wish  to  state 
that  a  Latin  poet  who  begins  with  the 
words,  "I  hate  the  profane  vulgar,"  or 
"I  despise  the  mass  of  mankind,"  is 
not  giving  the  kind  of  culture  we  wish 
our  children  to  get;  because  that  is  a 
culture   of   snobbishness   and   of  class 


distinctions.  We  have  too  much  of  that 
kind  of  culture  already.  We  appreciate 
the  present  study  of  citizenship  in  public 
schools  as  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
Our  students  are  now  given  a  course 
in  the  growth  and  development  of 
political  democracy.  We  recommend 
that  they  be  given  a  similar  course  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  economic 
autocracy  and  that  the  influence  of 
both  be  shown  in  the  conduct  of  present 
day  affairs. 

The  economic  system  of  today  has  its 
roots  in  the  educational  system  of  yester- 
day. If  we  wish  to  see  service  instead  of 
profit  as  the  purpose  of  our  great  financial, 
industrial  or  commercial  institutions  in 
the  future,  it  is  necessary  that  now  we 
should  assist  the  youth  in  building  up 
a  mental  structure  suited  to  that  end. 
If  we  desire  co-operation  and  peace  in- 
stead of  competition,  exploitation  and 
war,  we  contend  that  cultural  training 
in  school  gives  the  greatest  opportunity 
of  eventually  effecting  the  culmination 
of  that  desire.  F^r  we  believe  the  old 
saying  that,  "As  the  twig  is  bent,  so 
the  tree  grows". 


U.F.A.  Junior 
Activities 


Steady  Progress  of  Juniors 

Dear  Juniors: 

Again  the  privilege  and  pleasure  has 
been  given  me  to  write  a  letter  to  my  fellow 
members  through  the  medium  of  our 
U.F.A.  paper. 

Nothing  has  interested  me  more  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years  of  my  Junior 
membership  than  the  way  the  Junior 
Branch  has  been  steadily  progressing. 
It  has  grown  not  only  in  membership  but 
in  many  other  ways,  chiefly  along  the 
lines  of  the  four  fold  piaa  of  development. 
To  attend  a  Junior  Conference  now  and 
compare  it  with  one  of  only  a  short 
time  ago,  one  would  wonder  how  such  an 
advancement  could  possibly  have  been 
made  in  such  a  short  time.  We  owe  a 
great  deal,  of  course,  to  the  University 
in  regard  to  our  Farm  Young  People's 
Week.  It  is  only  necessary  to  sit  and 
listen  to  reports  from  the  Locals  to  realize 
the  active  interest  that  is  being  taken. 

I  dislike  to  mention  or  even  to  refect 
upon  the  conditions  with  which  the 
farmers  and  farm  young  people  are  having 
to  contend  at  the  present  time.  And 
yet  as  it  seems  to  be  the  chief  topic  of 
conversation  wherever  one  goes,  it  may 
not  be  entirely  out  of  place  just  to  men- 
tion in  a  few  words  the  effect  that  it  may 
have  on  some  of  our  Junior  Locals. 

We  have  before  us  the  coming  season 
in  which  we  hope  to  have  more  leisure  to 
devote  to  the  betterment  of  our  own 
Local.  And  we  must  not  allow  hard 
times  to  interfere  with  our  work.  I  be- 
lieve, and  most  of  you  I  am  sure  will 
agree  with  me,  that  the  U.F.A.  has  been 
our  great  stand  by,  is  yet,  and  will  be 
in  the  future  providing  that  each  and 
every  one  of  us  stand  firmly  by  it.  Don't 
forget  that  we,  ourselves,  are  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  If  we  lose  faith 
who  is  there  left  to  rebuild  what  has  been 
in  the  past?  It  is  up  to  us  now  to 
strengthen  and  enlarge  upon  what  we 
now  have  and  allow  deterioration  to 
play  no  part. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the 
Juniors  to  stand  firm  and  loyal  to  their 
own  little  Locals,  even  though  they  may 
seem  pretty  well  battered  and  bruised 
through  no  fault  of  their  own.    Some  of 
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the  members  may  have  gone  to  the  Senior 
Locals,  others  may  have  left  the  district. 
Just  carry  on  and  do  the  very  best  you 
can  even  though  you  may  have  only  a 
few  members.  If  the  spirit  is  kept  alive 
there  is  always  a  chance  for  growth. 

Now,  Juniors,  let  us  all  set  our  minds 
upon  success.  As  far  as  our  organization 
goes,  let  us  not  see  a  furrow  left  unturned. 
Remember,  one  more  member  means 
added  strength  to  the  Organization. 
And  if  our  interest  in  true  co-operation  is 
strong  enough  we  will  do  our  best  to 
increase  our  membership. 

What  little  hardships  we  go  through 
today  may  prove  to  be  of  value  to  us 
tomorrow.  Experience  is  by  far  the 
greatest  teacher.  As  we  grow  up  with 
our  Organization  let  each  one  of  us  prove 
to  be  a  valuable  asset  in  its  being. 

So  let  us  strive  to  make  this  a  record 
year  an  outpost  in  the  field  of  Junior 
work.  And  let  us  leave  behind  some- 
thing of  value  to  others,  and  be  able  to 
say  that  we  have  come  through  another 
year  with  flying  colours. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JONATHAN  TOULE  Jr. 
Junior  Director, 
Camrose  Constituency 
R.  R.  2,  Ohaton,  Alberta. 


Junior  News  Items 


Violet  Heatherington,  Sedalia,  is  the  new 
secretary  of  the  Sedalia  Junior  Local. 

Elma  Rounceville,  R.  R.  6,  Edmonton,  is  the 
new  secretary  of  the  North  Edmonton  Junior 
Local. 

Fay  Johnston,  Edgerton,  is  the  new  secretary 
of  the  MoCafferty  Local.  The  Juniors  are 
interested  in  the  Reading  Course. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Craigmyle  Junior 
Local  the  following  ofiScers  were  elected;  presi- 
dent, Calvin  Vernon;  vice-president,  Mary 
Geissanger;  secretary-treasurer,  Rena  Davey. 
The  Juniors  are  putting  on  a  play,  "The  Five 
Fifteen,"  on  February  15th. 

The  Cavendish  Junior  Local  held  a  New  Year's 
Eve  dance  in  the  Community  Hall,  which  drew 
the  largest  crowd  seen  at  a  Cavendish  dance  for 
years,  and  netted  $18.  The  music  for  the  evening 
was  supplied  by:  Mrs.  Lennox,  J.  Heard,  A. 
Matheson  and  R.  Heard. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Newlands  Junior 
Local  was  held  in  the  school  house.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected:  president,  Hans  EUing- 
son;  vice-president,  George  Todd;  secretary, 
Marie  Welsh;  treasurer,  Albert  Truesdel.  The 
members  are  interested  in  the  Reading  Course.^ 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bobtail  Junior 
Local  was  held  on  January  7th,  when  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  president.  Jack  Bertenshaw; 
vice-president,  Donald  Eastwood;  secretary- 
treasurer,  Jamea  Fink.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
an  entertainment  on  February  6tb. 

A  new  Junior  Local,  Johnny  Canucks,  has 
been  organized  at  Vulcan  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Smith, 
with  23  paid  up  members.  Lee  Richardson  is 
president  and  Lorna  E.  Richardson,  R.R.  2, 
Vulcan,  is  secretary.  They  have  also  accepted 
an  invitation  from  the  Seniors  to  assist  )n  putting 
on  a  play  on  a  fifty-fifty  basis. 

frizes  of  Sl.OO  and  SOc  were  offered  recently 
by  Abee  Junior  Local  for  the  two  best  essays 
on  "Why  I  Joined  the  Junior  U.F.A."  Phillip 
Cardy  won  first  prize  and  George  Cardy  eeoond. 


Can  you  afford 
to  lose? 


Or  are  you  counting  only  on  a 
gain  when  you  invest  your 
money?  Would  a  loss  cause  yovj 
serious  embarrassment?  Would 
it  cripple  you  and  yours  finan- 
cially? Ask  yourself  these 
questions  before  you  venture. 

For  no  matter  how  rosy  the 
pictme ...  no  matter  how  tempt- 
ing the  promise  of  profit . . .  the 
possibility  of  loss  must  be  taken 
into  account. 

The  hindsight  of  thousands  has 
been  better  than  their  foresight. 
Profit  by  their  experience. 

If  you  can  venture  only  on  gain, 
consider  the  protection  afforded 
by  a  savings  bank  account. 

The  gain  is  sure  and  safe. 


THE  CANADIAN  BANK 
OF  COMMERCE 


Capital  Paid-up 
Reserve  Fund  - 


30  Million  Dollars 
30  Million  Dollars 
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li  was  decided  at  tlie  meeting  that  in  view  of 
the  hard  times  members'  dues  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  and  made  up  later  by  putting 
on  some  social  function. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Pincher  Creek  Junio 
Local  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Cridland  on  January  2nd,  with  eight  members 
present.  Each  member  gave  a  speech  on  an 
agricultural  topic.  It  was  decided  to  re-organize 
the  Local  and  elect  new  officers  at  the,  next 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Kimble.  After  the  business 
meeting  there  were  games  and  cards.  A  delicious 
lunch  was  then  served  bv  the  hostess. 

The  Dalemead  Junior  Local  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  the  Community  Hall  on  January 
2nd,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected; 
Lincoln  Wheeler,  president;  William  Newton, 
vice-president;  Grace  Coonfer,  secretary-treas- 
urer. They  held  a  dance  on  January  2nd  in  the 
Dalemead  Hall,  with  music  supplied  by  the  local 
orchestra.  It  was  well  attended.  Mildred  Arm- 
strong, Veteran,  is  the  new  secretary  of  the  3  F's 
Junior  Local. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Netherby  Junior 
Local  was  held  on  January  7th,  when  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected:  president,  Walter 
Jensen;  vice-president,  Elsie  Rehill;  secretary- 
treasurer,  Rosanna  Corry.  Speeches  given  by 
five  members  proved  very  entertaining;  Dorothy 
Rehill  spoke  on  "My  Favorite  Author,"  Ruth 
Ortt  on  "The  Northern  Lights,"  Elsie  Rehill  on 
"The  Migiation  of  Birds,"  Patsy  Taylor  on 
"The  Ford  Car,"  and  Rosanna  Corry  tried  to 
prove  that  winter  is  better  than  summer. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Glenada  Junior 
Local  was  held  on  January  2nd,  when  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected:  president,  Lester  Hoover; 
vice-president,  Wesley  Byler;  secretary-treasurer 
Florence  Moore;  supervisor,  Mr.  W.  J.  Byler. 
A  dance  committee,  lunch  committee,  and  pro- 
gram committee  (onts  for  the  girls  and  one  for 
the  boys;  were  elected,  each  cousistiug  of  three 
members.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  dance  on 
the  Ibth  of  January.  The  balance  of  the  evening 
was  -pent  in  games,  music,  etc. 

At  the  January  3rd  m<.eting  of  the  Cornwall 
Valley  Junior  Local  it  was  decided  to  entertain  the 
U.F.W.A.  on  the  afternoon  of  January  31st  in 
the  Cornwall  Valley  school  house.  Twelve 
members  were  present.  The  rol.  call  was  re- 
sponded to  with  a  line  from  a  famous  poet. 
Three  members  are  taking  the  Reading  Course, 
and  the  members  expect  to  compete  in  the  Handi- 
craft Competition.  The  members  are  putting  on 
a  skating  carnival  at  the  Quil  Lakes.  Mrs. 
Prescott  is  serving  the  supper  and  the  members 
are  charging  10c  each,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the 
treasury. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Willowdale  Junior  Local 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Ronald  Blades,  when 
the  following  officers  were  elected:  president, 
Ronald  Blades;  vice-president,  Molly  Toule; 
secretary,  Jonathan  Toule;  supervisor,  Lawrence 
Blades.  The  Local  has  had  a  fairly  active  year, 
reports  the  secretary.  Two  concerts,  several 
social  "evenings,  and  a  hard  time  dance  have 
been  held.  The  Juniors  also  co-operated  with 
the  Seniors  in  putting  on  the  annual  Dominion 
Day  picnic.  They  sent  two  delegates  to  the 
Junior  Conference  and  two  to  the  Co-operative 
Institute  at  Vermilion.  They  have  contributed 
to  various  causes,  including  the  Provincial  Con- 
stituency Association,  Deficit  Fund  and  Wood 
Presentation. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Beddington  Junior 
Local,  held  in  Beddington  Hall,  was  well  attended. 
The  roll  call  was  answered  with  "Where  I  would 
go  on  a  trip  if  I  had  sufficient  money."  The 
following  officers  werfl^c^d;  president,  Norman 
Guy;  vice-president,^  ©witer  Evans;  secretary, 
Eva  Lewis;  supervisor,  P.  C.  Lewis.  Norman 


Guy  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  attend  the  Senior 
U.F.A.  Convention.  After  a  short  program 
dancing  was  enjoyed  by  all.  A  novelty  dance  on 
December  26th  was  a  great  success.  The  hall 
was  decorated  for  the  occasion  with  green  and 
red  streamers,  red  bells,  evergreen  boughs  and 
balloons.  They  netted  $50,  which  was  given  to 
the  Seniors  to  go  towards  paying  for  the  hall. 
The  dance  on  January  9th  was  also  a  very  good 
success.    $35.00  was  realized. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Waskatenau  Junior 
Local  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  A.  H.  Warr, 
on  January  3rd.  The  following  officers  were 
elected;    president,  Jean   Warr;  vice-president, 


Pointing  out  that  the  first  attempts 
made  by  farmers,  as  well  as  by  others, 
to  apply  the  principles  of  co-operation  to 
industrial  undertakings  were  made  in 
the  consumers'  field,  A.  P.  Moan,  Mana- 
ger of  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale, 
in  a  well-prepared  report  to  the  Conven- 
tion, stated  that  at  a  meeting  in  Calgary 
twelve  years  ago  representatives  of  50 
or  60  co-operative  stores  considered  the 
possibilities  of  group  purchasing.  Later 
an  effort  was  made  to  group  around 
Edmonton  and  two  years  ago  they  organi- 
ized  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale, 
which  consists  of  a  federation  of  17 
stores,  7  of  which  are  in  Calgary  territory. 
Mr.  Moan  described  the  manner  in  which 
the  Wholesale  has  since  functioned,  and 
went  on  to  state:  "There  is  an  associa- 
tion very  worthy  of  note  in  the  Province 
organized  on  a  constituency  basis.  It  has 
great  merit  over  the  district  organization. 
It  has  a  better  opportunity  to  secure 
volume.  (The  progress  of  this  constitu- 
ency association,  in  Coronation,  is  de- 
scribed in  an  article  published  elsewhere. 
—  Editor.)  Mr.  Moan  further  enumer- 
ated the  two  Provincial  co-operative  pur- 
chasing agencies  in  Alberta  apart  from 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale.  These  are 
the  Oil  Pool  and  the  Credit  Societies. 

Eoad  to  Economic  Justice 

The  directors  of  the  Wholesale,  the 
speaker  said,  believed  that  economic 
justice  could  only  be  attained  by  the 
farmers  through  the  mobilizing  of  the 
buying  powers  of  individuals;  that  by 
co-operative  buying  in  volume  the  prices 
of  all  commodities  could  be  substantially 
reduced  and  an  equitable  basis  of  exchange 
of  products  insured.  "The  incentive  for 
action,"  he  declared,  "is  no  longer  econo- 
mic injustice,  but  economic  existence." 

Mr.  Moan  described  the  enormous 
costs  of  distribution  under  the  competi- 
tive system,  and  the  manner  in  which 
these  costs  are  loaded  upon  the  ultimate 
consumer.  It  was  estimated  that  40 
cents  of  every  dollar  spent  upon  retail 
purchases  was  required  to  cover  the 
costs  of  advertising. 

An  illustration  of  the  method  by  which 
costs  are  piled  up,  he  stated:  "Tea  or 
coffee  landed  at  Vancouver  goes  to  a 
broker  in  the  big  distributing  centres  on 
the  prairies,  then  to  the  wholesaler,  to 
the  retailer,  to  the  consumer.  In  this 
way  there  are  the  original  costs  and  four 
separate  profits  added  before  the  con- 
sumer gets  the  commoditj'."  Similarly 
in  the  case  of  agricultural  implements, 
four  profits  must  be  paid  by  the  farmer. 


Cyril  Proctor;  secretary-treasurer,  Harvey  Luuii  ; 
Junior  page  convener,  Dorothy  Ross;  editor  of 
club  paper,  Dorothy  Warr;  publicity  secretary  to 
Junior  page,  Stuart  Walker;  supervisor,  Mrs.  F. 
Lunn;  reporter  to  community  paper,  Jean  Warr. 
The  club  extends  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
retiring  officers  for  their  sincere  efforts  and  capable 
management.  Dorothy  Warr  was  elected  dele- 
gate to  the  U.F.A.  Convention  at  Calgary.  The 
meeting  was  very  successful,  and  the  Juniors 
wish  to  extend  best  wishes  to  their  able  member, 
Francis  Fry,  for  his  addresses  at  Senior  Conven- 
tion in  the  capacity  of  Junior  U.F.A.  Provincia. 
President.  To  every  Junior  Local  in  the  pro- 
vince they  send  greetings  for  a  Happy  New  Year. 


Implement  concerns  as  a  rule  established 
head  offices  at  Winnipeg  to  take  care 
of  Western  Canada.  Connections  were 
made  at  the  big  distributing  centres 
to  carry  stocks,  and  these  centres  again 
lined  up  the  local  dealers.  Hence  four 
profits  must  be  paid. 

"Buying  power,"  Mr.  Moan  declared, 
"is  selling  power,  and  we  must  have 
buying  power  to  sell  to  the  best  advant- 
age. As  individuals  we  are  helpless. 
Through  organization  we  can  use  our 
full  economic  strength  in  the  commercial 
world.  To  buy  on  the  markets  of  the 
world  we  must  direct  our  volume  buying." 

Mr.  Moan  believed  that  some  com- 
pensating benefits  were  accruing  from  the 
economic  depression  in  that  everybody 
was  studying  economics  and  trying  to 
visualize  a  solution  of  the  problems  of 
distribution.  The  problem  of  production 
had  been  solved  by  man's  inventive 
genius,  but  in  conquering  and  harnessing 
the  forces  of  nature,  man  had  created  a 
giant  machine  that  threatened  his  de- 
struction by  depriving  him  of  the  power 
to  enjoy  the  good  things  he  had  created. 
"We  must  set,"  he  said,  "a  new  course. 
Evolution  will  not  be  thwarted  by  a  small 
group  of  financiers  or  by  any  group. 
Production  must  be  for  use  (instead  of  for 
profit)  and  the  machine  must  be  brought 
under  control  to  serve  mankind." 

Now  the  task  will  not  be  so  hard  as 
we  imagine.  We  must  have  a  new  social 
structure,  and  the  task  of  distributing 
goods  on  an  equitable  basis  should  not 
be  any  harder  than  the  task  of  the  pre- 
ceding generation  which  solved  the 
problem  of  production.  Systems,  how- 
ever, do  not  end  abruptly.  The  change 
will  be  a  gradual  one — a  gradual  dis- 
placement of  the  competitive  and  its 
replacement  by  a  co-operative  system 
calling  forth  the  best  efforts  of  the 
inventive  genius  of  mankind. 

CANADA'S  FOREST  WEALTH 

In  the  latest  official  estimate  of  Canada's 
national  wealth,  a  value  of  over  $1,866,000,000 
is  placed  upon  the  forests  of  the  Dominion,  in- 
cluding the  "accessible  raw  materials,  pulpwood, 
and  capital  invested  in  woods'  operations" 


CANADIAN  PULP  AND  PAPER 

There  were  108  pulp  and  paper  establishments 
in  operation  in  Canada  in  1929.  Of  these  mills 
34  made  pulp  only,  46  were  combined  pulp  and 
paper  mills,  and  28  made  paper  only. 


Wholesale  Manager  Speaks  on  Consumer 

Co-operation 

"Incentive  for  Action  No  Longer  Economic  Injustice,  but  Economic  Existence" 
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FIFTEBNTH  ANNUAL  ADDRESS 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
kesp  the  responsibility  for,  and  the  con- 
trol of,  polit;cal  activities  entirely  in  the 
haads  of  the  people  themselves.  This 
was  considered  by  seasoned  political 
manipulators  to  be  the  most  stupid 
blunder  ever  made  by  a  farmers'  orRani- 
zation.  We  knew  it  was  a  departure  from 
the  old  method,  but  we  also  knew  that 
it  thereby  had  the  advantage  of  not  being 
a  proven  failure. 

The  great  unanswered  question  was 
whether  or  not  the  farmers,  or  any  other 
group  of  citizens,  had  sufficient  citizenship 
vitality  to  support  a  sustained  effort  in 
systematic  control  of  political  activities 
by  the  citizens  themselves.  Since  organi- 
zation we  have  gone  through  three  Pro- 
vincial and  four  Dominion  elections. 
During  the  past  summer  the  organization 
carried  on  its  third  campaign  in  the 
provincial  election,  followed  immediately 
by  its  fourth  campaign  in  the  Dominion 
election. 

The  general  results  of  these  elections 
were  all  that  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected.  The  soundness  of  the  prin- 
ciple was  again  demonstrated,  but  I 
regret  to  have  to  say  that  the  fundamental 
weakness  of  the  movement — the  slacken- 
ing of  interest  once  the  first  battle  is  won 
— was  also  manifest.  This  weakness  lies 
IB  the  citisens  themselves:  it  is  as  old  as 
the  human  race,  and  is  known  as  indi- 
vidualism. It  is  this  undeveloped  capa- 
city in  the  individuals  that  prevents  the 
masses  from  mobilizing  their  forces  in 
sustained  efforts  in  human  welfare  and 
social  progress. 

While  the  farmers  of  Alberta  have 
perhaps  made  more  progress  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  toward  overcoming 
this  weakness,  than  have  the  farmers 
of  any  other  part  of  the  world,  they  have 
yet  a  long  way  to  go.  There  are  some 
mdications,  made  manifest  during  the 
last  election,  that  their  capacity  for 
carrying  on  a  sustained  effort  to  its  con- 
elusion  IS  not  yet  assured.  Many  Locals 
were  in  a  weak,  run  down  condition.  This 
not  only  impaired  the  strength  of  the 
organisation,  but  it  was  an  invitation  to 
designing  individuals  and  opposing  forces 
to  undertake  to  seize  control  of  the  neg- 
leeted  machinery  and  operate  it  in  their 
own  selfish  interest.  If  this  neglect  of 
duty  in  keeping  your  house  in  order  is 

fersisted  in,   it   will  result  in  disaster, 
t  has  been  w'ell  said  that  "eternal  vigi- 
lance is  the  price  of  liberty." 

The  greatness  of  any  country  depends 
on  the  quality  of  its  citizenship.  The 
quality  that  counts  does  not  depend  on 
the  amount  of  theorizing  on  what  social 
conditions  should  be.  It  depends  on 
constructive  efforts  intelligently  inaug- 
urated and  carried  on  systematically  and 
persistently.  In  this  way  only  can  the 
masses  hope  to  ever  become  self-govern- 
ing. In  this  way  only  can  you  hope  to 
keep  your  Locals  alive  and  active.  The 
same  applies  to  your  constituency  organi- 
zations. Keep  all  your  organization  ma- 
chinery in  repair,  ready  for  use  when  the 
time  comes  for  action.  By  so  doing  you 
will  be  ready,  not  only  to  act  promptly, 
but  to  act  efficiently  and  intelligently. 

The  World  Situation 
Turning  from  local  to  general  condi- 
tions, we  find  a  world-wide  situation  that 
should  stimulate  the  most  serious  thinking 
by  all  who  are  interested  in  human  wel- 
fare. Sixteen  years  ago  a  world  war 
began  "to  end  war" — a  war  "to  make 
the  world  safe  for  democracy."  For  four 
years  this  monstrous  thing  raged,  till 
EUirope  was  drenched  with  blood,  and  the 
countryside  covered  with  graves.    At  ita 


termination  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the 
Allies  parted  as  comrades  and  returned 
to  their  homes  and  a  supposedly  regen- 
erated world.  The  nations — allies  and 
enemies — returned  again  to  industrial 
conPict  with  renewed  energy.  We  have 
now  had  twelve  years  of  unmolested  indus- 
trial warfare,  with  results  that  are  tragic 
but  are  hard  to  analyse. 

In  the  first  place  there  are  many  millions 
of  people  in  the  world  without  food,  shelter, 
proper  clothing,  or  an  opportunity  to  get 
these  things  by  their  labor  or  any  other 
honorable  method.  Over  against  this 
there  is  a  superabundance  of  all  the 
necessit'es  of  life  in  the  world  storehouse, 
— enough  to  supply  the  wants  of  all,  and 
to  spare.  This  is  an  outstanding  example 
of  normal  results  of  an  intensive  develop- 
ment under  false  and  non-constructive 
industrialism. 

I  take  it  as  self-evident  that  Nature 
designed  man  a  social  being,  and  that  the 
supreme  mission  of  the  race  is  to  become 
civilized.  This  process  involves  the  de- 
velopment of  a  world-wide  industrial 
system,  which,  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  all,  will  supply  the  legitimate 
wants  of  all.  To  accomplish  this  end 
the  present  warring  industrial  elements 
will  have  to  cease  their  internal  warfare 
and  inaugurate  a  constructive  program 
looking  to  the  builc}ing  of  all  necessary 
elements  into  a  systematized  service- 
giving  whole.  On  the  basis  of  such  an 
industrial  system  a  true  civilization  can 
be  built.  On  the  basis  of  the  present 
industrial  conflict.  Nature's  manifest  de- 
sign can  never  be  accomplished. 

Out  of  these  efforts  at  false  construction, 
there  have  developed  not  only  false 
ideals,  but  confused,  false  thinking. 
Warring  industrial  elements,  built  on 
shifting  sand,  appeal  for  supporting  legis- 
lation as  foundations  under  their  unstable 
structure.  Governments,  parties  and  pol- 
iticians respond  with  reasoning  that  is 
impossible  to  follow.  The  idea  of  raising 
the  whole  process  to  practical  efficiency 
in  serving  human  wants,  never  seems  to 
dawn  on  anybody's  mind.  This  old 
Babylonian  institution  is  here.  It  is 
right  because  it  is  here,  and  its  magni- 
ficence must  be  preserved  at  all  costs. 
It  is  true  it  caused  the  last  war,  and  it  is 
also  true  it  will  cause  the  next  one,  but 
what  of  it?  War  itself  is  glorified,  and 
when  it  comes  again  it  will  give  us  Babyl- 
onian prosperity  as  it  did  the  last  time. 
Thus  we  go  merrily  on,  trying  to  bolster 
up  antiquated  institutioQs,  trying  to 
patch  up  an  old  wornout  garment  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  wisest  Social 
Constructor  the  world  has  ever  known 
warned  us  nineteen  hundred  years  ago 
that  this  pa,tching-up-old-garment  process 
will  not  work  in  social  regeneration. 

When  Mammon  Reigns,  Mars  Arbitrates 

So  long  as  Mammon  reigns,  Mars  will 
do  the  arbitrating,  and  the  masses  will 
suffer.  Nature  forces  obedience  to  her 
laws  by  inPicting  punishment  for  diso- 
bedience. Herein  lies  our  only  hope. 
"True  social  industrialism  will  provide  tor 
the  wants  of  all  through  the  efforts  of  all, 
maintaining  at  all  times  adequate  re- 
serves. Mammonism  dehumanizes  its 
beneficiaries  and  pauperizes  its  victims. 
The  great  masses  are  its  victims.  As  long 
as  the  masses  remain  in  stupid  submission 
they  will  suffer  the  consequences.  Nature 
has  ordained  it  so.  We  can  violate 
Nature's  laws  and  suffer,  but  we  cannot 
revoke  them.  The  question  is,  when  will 
this  great  lazy,  slumbering  giant,  called 
the  masses,  concentrate  its  forces  and  come 
into  intelligent  action. 

For  fifty  years  the  farmers  of  North 
America  have  been  trying  to  get  into 
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CALGARY 

DRY  GINGER  ALE 

A  Finer  Flavor  for  Finer  Tastes 


How  to  Kill  Thistles 

Many  farmers  and  Municipal  Councils 
tried  killing  thistles  with  chemicals  sup- 
plied by  the  Alsask  Chemical  Products 
Co.  during  the  season  of  1929,  but  most 
people  only  had  a  partial  success. 

The  chemical  did  the  work  where  it 
was  used  right  but  we  had  not  learned 
enough  about  how  to  apply  it  before  we 
started  using  it  in  a  big  way. 

When  it  was  used  on  cool  cloudy  days 
or  in  a  drizzling  rain  or  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening  it  effected  100  per  cent  kill,  but 
when  it  was  applied  during  the  heat  of 
the  day  and  when  the  wind  was  blowing 
it  killed  the  tops  and  main  roots  but  left 
sufficient  life  in  the  branch  roots  to  pro- 
duce a  new  top  which  gave  sufficient 
air  to  nourish  the  root  and  enable  it  to 
retain  life. 

Where  a  second  application  was  made 
to  these  new  tops  and  the  young  plants 
which  are  continually  coming  to  the 
surface  around  the  edges  of  the  patches, 
a  complete  kill  was  secured. 

We  have  learned  that  in  Municipal 
Districts,  such  as  Shepard,  where  the 
patches  are  fairly  thick  that  it  only 
requires  about  three  drums  of  the  strong 
solution  to  spray  all  patches  on  the  road 
allowances  in  a  township  and  that  a 
barrel  pump  with  two  50  ft.  hose  is  the 
most  economical  method  for  the  appli- 
cation and  that  one  three-men  outfit  will 
easily  cover  all  roads  in  two  townships 
during  the  period  from  July  15th  to 
August  15th,  which  has  been  fouad  to  be 
the  best  time  to  make  the  first  application. 

Any  Municipal  District  where  the 
expense  might  seem  too  great  to  clean 
up  all  roads  in  one  season  should  at  least 
be  able  to  finance  one  outfit  and  clean 
up  all  their  roads  during  three  years. 

I  think  that  while  the  roads  are  being 
done  that  the  fence  lines  on  each  side 
should  be  done  back  to  the  cultivated 
lands  as  the  roots  do  not  stop  at  the 
fence  lines. 

If  all  farmers  who  favor  this  plan  of 
campaign  will  attend  their  annual  meet- 
ings and  discuss  the  question  and  pass 
resolutions  instructing  their  councils  now 
to  act,  it  will  help  them  to  know  what 
plan  to  adopt. 

I  am  prepared  to  give  a  written  guar- 
antee with  every  drum  I  sell  that  the 
solution  will  kill  at  least  90  per  cent  of  all 
Canadian  or  sow  thistles  or  blue  lettuce, 
that  is  properly  sprayed  with  the  solution 
at  the  proper  time. 

W.  D.  TREGO, 
3619  7-A  St.  S.W.  Calgaryj 
(Advt.l 
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efiBcient  organized  action.  The  lack  of 
training,  or  precedent  to  guide,  caused 
many  failures  and  much  confusion.  The 
people  were  uninformed  regarding  any 
real  constructive  program.  The  leaders 
were  ever  too  prone  to  desert  the  cause 
at  first  opportunity  to  gratify  personal 
ambition.  Mass  action  develops  slowly 
and  mass  intelligence  even  more  slowly. 
Perhaps  as  much  progress  has  been  made 
as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected 
in  the  first  half  century  of  effort. 

Our  situation  in  Alberta  represents  a 
part  of  this  slow  progress  brought  up  to 
date.  Perhaps  nowhere  in  the  world 
have  farmers  gone  so  far  in  organizing 
citizenship  efforts  on  a  practical  business 
basis.  The  soundness  of  these  enter- 
prises, as  such,  have  been  proven,  but  the 
ability  of  the  people  to  carry  on  develop- 
ment to  stability  and  permanency  has 
not  been  proven.  It  is  hard  for  them  to 
hold  steadily  to  a  slow,  onerous,  construc- 
tive program.  Socially  they  are  children 
and  have  not  the  patience  to  cultivate 
diligently  even  what  they  have  planted 
wisely.  The  Alberta  field  was  well  culti- 
vated and  wisely  sown.  Local  plants 
sprang  up  healthily  all  over  the  Province. 
Their  first  fruitage  at  elections  was  normal 
and  satisfactory,  but  during  intervals 
between  harvests  they  were  not  culti- 
vated, watered  or  fertilized  as  they  should 
have  been.  The  results  of  the  second 
harvest  manifested  this  neglect — the  third 


Perhaps  few  leaders  of  history  as  truly 
great  as  Mr.  Wood  have  lived  as  he  has 
done,  to  witness  such  a  measure  of  suc- 
cess, or  to  reap  such  whole-hearted  devo- 
tion from  his  followers.  After  the  demon- 
strations of  unmistakable  loyalty  and 
affection  shown  by  the  recent  Convention 
it  is  entirely  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the 
extent  to  which  he  has  built  for  himself 
an.  abiding  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
farmers  of  this  Province.  Nor  need  one 
recount  his  achievements  during  fifteen 
years  of  leadership.  It  will  be  more 
profitable,  if  a  little  more  risky,  to  attempt 
an  appraisal  of  some  of  the  qualities  of 
the  man,  for  even  the  poorest  attempt  at 
emulation  is  greater  praise  than  any 
paean  could  contain,  and  if  we  appraise 
aright  we  may  be  lured  to  follow  his 
mind  as  well  as  his  feet.. 

Two  Leaders  Compared 

In  thinking  of  some  of  the  qualities  of 
leadership  displayed  hy  Mr.  Wood  one  is 
led  to  compare  him  with  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, the  great  leader  of  Young  America. 
Of  course,  one  can  write  anything  about 
Lincoln  for  he  is  not  alive  to  object,  but 
Mr.  Wood  may  read  this  and,  inwardly 
at  least,  repudiate  the  qualities  ascribed 
to  him.  Incidentally,  it  is  safer  to  write 
of  dead  people  than  the  living. 

At  any  rate,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  H. 
W.  Wood  have  in  my  opinion,  more  in 
common  that  any  other  two  leaders  of 
whom  I  know  anything.  A  profound 
conviction  of  divine  purpose  in  the  uni- 
verse, a  sort  of  theocratic  faith  as  wide  as 
humanity;  natural  law  the  mpflium  of 


even  more  so.  A  few  individual  plants 
had  been  well  cultivated  and  were  healthy 
and  fruitful.  Others  had  been  neglected 
and  were  less  fruitful.  Some  that  bad 
been  entirely  neglected,  died. 

Every  individual  who  neglects  his  re- 
sponsibility weakens  the  organization  and 
arrests  progress.  Every  Local  that  dies 
weakens  the  movement  much  more. 
Disintegration  may  be  slow,  but  evolution 
backwards  means  ultimate  defeat  just  as 
inevitably  as  continued  constructive  evo- 
lution means  success. 

The  present  world  situation  is  the 
result  of  past  and  present  indifference  and 
inaction  on  the  part  of  the  masses.  Nature 
waits  for  their  co-operation,  but  punishes 
them  for  their  inaction.  Still  they  dream, 
talk,  theorize,  ask  somebody  else  to  bring 
thein  relief,  but  refuse  stubbornly  to 
mobilize  their  forces,  inaugurate  a  con- 
structive program,  and  stay  on  the  job 
to  its  completion. 

This,  of  course,  is  not  a  new  message. 
There  is  no  new  message.  Your  work 
is  before  you,  and  the  big  problem  is  to 
get  you  to  stay  on  the  job.  Get  to 
work.  Stick  to  it.  Take  inventory  of 
what  you  did  not  do  last  year,  and  do 
it  this  year.  Don't  talk  so  much.  Think 
more.  Don't  waste  time  in  theorizing 
about  what  should  be.  Do  something  to 
make_  things  better.  The  world  is  not 
listening  to  what  you  are  saying.  It  is 
watching  what  you  are  doing. 


divine  purpose,  to  be  studied,  understood 
and  used  as  the  way  of  life;  confidence  in 
democracy  sufficient  to  trust  the  people 
with  their  own  affairs,  were  and  are  com- 
mon to  both.  Then  there  is  the  same 
imperturbable  calm  regardless  of  how 
others  raged;  the  same  infinite  caution; 
the  same  peerless  judgment  and  the  same 
rich  vein  of  humour.  H.  W.  Wood  is  the 
only  man  I  know  who  might  have  made 
the  Gettysburg  speech,  and  but  for  the 
assassin's  bullet  Lincoln  would  have  lived 
to  see  himself  the  idol  which  in  death  he 
became. 

Mr.  Wood  has  lived  with  farmers, 
worked  for  farmers  and  led  farmers, 
but  his  philosophy  is  for  humanity.  His 
immediate  interest  is  in  his  own  class, 
but  he  has  never  seen  that  class  exclu- 
sively; he  has  seen  it  merely  as  an  efficient 
part  of  an  efficient  society  resting  upon 
a  co-operative  and  democratic  basis. 
Had  he  been  understood  he  would  have 
been  followed  by  all  classes.  He  is  a 
democrat  in  the  truest  sense  of  that 
term.  To  him  there  are  but  two  forms 
of  government — the  autocratic  and  the 
democratic.  Dictatorships  and  party- 
governments  are  alike  autocratic.  Democ- 
racy has  not  been  tried,  it  must  be. 
trusted  with  its  own  affairs  before  its 
capacity  for  government  can  be  developed. 
To  organize  the  democratic  masses,  to 
induce  the  masses  to  undertake  their 
own  affairs  and  thereby  develop  collec- 
tive efficiency  and  collective  responsi- 
bility has  been  his  task.  But  that  task 
has  only  been  begun.  The  future  will 
bring  these  principles  to  fhe  test,  perhaps 


sooner  than  we  think,  in  a  cla«h  between 
dictatorship  and  democracy  the  world 
over.  Democracy  may  be  hopeless  in 
any  event,  as  many  think,  but  unless 
organized  and  responsible  and  as  eflScient 
at  least  as  autocracy  it  will  most  certainly 
be  hopeless. 

Holding  Back  the  Impulsive  Few 

Next  to  his  pointing  the  way  to  demo- 
cratic efficiency  Mr.  Wood's  greatest 
genius  of  leadership  has  been  shown  in 
his  holding  back  the  impulsive  few  until 
the  whole  organized  mass  was  ready  to 
move.  Time  and  time  again  he  has  had 
to  do  that  to  the  consternation  and 
chagrin  of  the  impetuous.  In  this  role 
Mr.  Wood  has  now  and  then  appeared  to 
a  few  as  a  hindrance,  but  subsequently 
his  judgment  and  caution  have  as  a  rule 
been  vindicated  by  events. 

He  has  always  been  ready  to  go  him- 
self, but  he  has  not  wanted  to  go  alone; 
he  has  wanted  to  bring  the  whole  army 
with  him  and  so  sometimes  he  has  had 
to  wait.  He  has  known  there  was  no 
short  road  for  the  masses.  Or,  to  change 
the  metaphor,  what  was  the  use  of  send- 
ing a  few  into  the  front  line  in  motor 
cars,  to  be  killed  before  the  main  body 
got  up  to  support  them?  In  this  way 
he  was  a  true  democratic  leader,  for  he- 
never  started  to  go  anywhere  until  he 
knew  that  the  people  he  was  leading  were 
ready  to  go  there  too. 

As  Lincoln  was,  so  has  he  been  a  true 
leader  also,  in  the  sense  that  nothing  on 
earth  or  in  heaven  could  swerve  him  from 
his  purpose.  He  said  truly  that  the 
U.F.A.  was  the  greatest  thing  in  his  life. 
Positions  of  greater  remuneration  and  of 
greater  immediate  glory  could  have  been 
his  for  the  taking,  but  he  did  not  take 
them.  He  did  not  aspire  to  become  a 
Cabinet  Minister  or  a  Prime  Minister; 
he  wanted  only  to  serve  the  U.F.A.  Thus 
what  Mr.  Wood  has  become  in  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  a  great  career  is  the  great- 
est gift  he  has  for  his  people. 

 o  

Not  Over- production  but 
Defective  Means  of 
Exchange 

"Lord  D'Abernon,  in  a  speech  at  Liver- 
pool," states  the  Manchester  Guardian  of 
recent  date,  "drew  attention  once  again 
to  the  peculiarly  contradictory  character 
of  our  present  economic  difficulties.  All 
over  the  world  there  is  unemployment, 
there  is  want.  Yet  harvests  have  been 
particularly  abundant,  and  there  is  a 
great  accumulation  everywhere  of  manu- 
factured goods.  This  state  of  affairs  Ik 
often  described  as  over-production,  an(f 
our  economic  ill  has  been  diagnosed  as 
over-production.  But,  as  Lord  D'Aber- 
non pointed  out,  so  long  as  there  is  want, 
there  cannot  be  over-production;  only  an 
inadequate  machinery  of  exchange.  As 
Lord  D'Abernon  put  it:  'Failure  to  sell 
must  be  attributed  not  to  the  impossiblr- 
supposition  that  all  requirements  an* 
filled,  but  to  the  fact  that  those  who  want 
— the  potential  buyers — have  not  th*: 
wherewithal  to  buy'." 

Where  Real  Power  Resides 

"A  few  financiers  in  New  York,  in 
London,  or  in  Paris,  pursuing  their  own 
ends  and  looking  after  their  own  fortunes, 
are  able  to  destroy  the  fruits  of  good 
harvests  and  the  productive  accomplish- 
ments of  human  energy." — Rt.  Hon.. 
J.  Ramsay  MacDonald,  Briti.sh  Premier, 


H.  W.  Wood — A  Great  Leader 


By  WM.  IRVINE,  M.P. 


H.  W.  Wood  has  at  last  yielded  the  care  and  guidance  oi  his  great  life's 
work  to  the  hands  of  another.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  if 
Mr.  Wood  had  not  felt  sure  that  he  was  passing  the  reins  into  capable  and 
safe  hands,  he  would  have  retained  them  in  the  interest  of  the  movement. 
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PRESENTATION  TO  MR.  SCHOLEFIELD 
(Continued  from  page  7) 
racy  who  decry  that  kind  of  thing.  But 
wherever  men  are  honorable  and  true, 
and  pay  tribute  out  of  their  hearts  to 
other  men,  they  must  worship.  Standing 
close  by  one  who  has  been  cnaracterized 
tonight  as  the  greatest  farm  leader  of 
this  continent,  has  been  a  man  who  has 
in  himself  been  quite  extraordinary — a 
man  of  very  fine  parts.  I  speak  of  the 
retiring  Vice-Presiaent,  Mr.  Scholefield." 
f Applause.)  Mr.  Priestley  spoke  of  the 
genial  personality,  the  efficiencj',  and  the 
intense  loyalty  to  the  movement  of  Mr. 
Scholefield,  and  presented  to  him  "as  a 
little  token  of  the  esteem  of  this  vast 
gathering,  representative  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand people  from  north  to  south  of  this 
great  Province"  a  beautiful  wrist  watch, 
bearing  this  inscription:  "Presented  to 
H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield,  Vice-President 
U.F.A.  1922  to  1931,  as  a  mark  of  esteem 
from  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.,  January 
23rd,  1931." 

"May  I,  sir,"  concluded  Mr.  Priestley, 
"as  a  slim,  thin,  lean  man,  standing 
beside  one  who  is  not  so  slim,  make  a 
little  joke  at  your  expense.  We  tender 
to  you  this  wrist  watch,  hoping  that  its 
lightsome  ticking  in  days  to  come  will 
enable  you  to  defy  the  years  and  lay 
aside  any  weight  of  time  which  may  lie 
somewhat  heavily  upon  your  form." 

Mr.  Scholefield  Responds 

Hearty  and  continued  applause  greeted 
Mr.  Scholefield  as  he  rose.  He  said: 
"Words,  at  moments  like  these,  utterly 
fail  one.  But  I  shall  ever  remember 
this  moment  and  I  shall  keep  as  long  as 
I  live  this  token  that  you  have  presented 
to  me.  The  words  that  have  been  said 
tonight  by  my  successor  are  absolutely 
too  eulogistic.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
wonderful  inspiration  that  I  have  been 
able  to  absorb  from  the  greatest  farm 
leader  of  all  time,  I  could  not  possibly 
have  functioned  in  the  way  that  you 
think  I  have  fapplause).  The  inspiration, 
the  help,  the  counsel,  of  all  those  that 
I  have  come  in  contact  with  during  the 
happiest  nine  years  of  my  life,  have  been 


a  recompense  to  me  that  I  cannot  de- 
scribe to  you.  I  ask  you  to  give  that 
counsel,  that  help,  that  inspiration,  that 
co-operation  to  our  new  President  and 
our  new  Vice-President  that  we  may  go 
on  from  strength  to  strength;  that  it  may 
never  be  said  of  us  as  it  was  said  of  a 
people  of  old  time,  'that  being  armed  and 
carrying  bows  they  turned  back  in  the 
day  of  battle.'  The  day  of  battle  is 
upon  us,  my  friends;  and  let  us  not  turn 
back." 

When  the  applause  subsided,  Mr.  Gar- 
land, the  chairman,  remarked  that  the 
same  source  of  inspiration  had  "been 
available  to  countless  thousands  of  others 
who  did  not  have  the  ability  to  absorb 
and  use  it,"  concluding,  "Mr.  Scholefield, 
on  behalf  of  the  Convention  I  extend  to 
you  once  more  the  appreciation  of  the 
whole  organization  of  your  services." 

On  the  last  day  of  his  active  partici- 
pation in  the  work  of  Central  OflSce,  the 
staff  presented  him  with  a  pen  and  pencil 
set,  with  his  name  in  gold  lettering, 
expressing  their  great  regard  and  esteem 
and  their  appreciation  of  "our  very 
pleasant  association  with  you  at  Central 
Office,  with  all  our  good  wishes  for  your 
success  and  happiness.' 

 o  

Sutherland  and  Bevington 
to  Address  Meetings 

J.  K.  Sutherland,  Director  for  Acadia, 
and  George  Bevington,  will  address  the 
following  public  meetings  on  the  dates 
shown: 

Monday,  Feb.  9th,  2  p.m.,  Sibbald. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  10th,  2  p.m.,  Oyen. 
Wednesday,  Feb.  11th,  2  p.m.,  Cereal. 
Thursday,  Feb.  12th,  3:30  p.m.,  Chin- 
ook. 

Friday,  Feb.  13th,  2  p.m.,  Youngjs- 
town. 

Saturday,  Feb.  14th,  2  p.m.,  Hanna. 
Saturday,  Feb.  14th,  8  p.m.,  Delia. 
Monday,  Feb.  16th,  2  p.m.,  Munson. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  17th,  2  p.m.,  Rumsey 
Wednesday,  Feb.   18th,  2  p.m.,  Big 
Valley. 


What  the  Convention  Did 


Passed  votes  of  condolence  to  family  of  the  late  R.  C.  Owens,  and  to 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Sears  and  family  in  their  recent  bereavement. 

Passed  the  Memorandum  dealing  with  Taxation,  Interest,  Relief,  Credit, 
Markets  and  Tariff,  as  printed  on  pages  8  and  9. 

On  withdrawal  of  H.  W.  Wood  and  H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield,  elected 
Robert  Gardiner,  M.P.,  as  President,  and  Norman  F.  Priestley  as  Vice- 
president  : 

Asked  the  Executive  to  call  a  conference  of  all  co-operative  branches 
with  a  view  to  consolidating  buying  and  selling  organizations. 

Asked  for  $2  registration  fee  for  cars  and  trucks,  gasoline  tax  to  make 
up  decrease  in  revenue;  also  asked  for  substantial  reduction  in  telephone 
rates. 

Endorsed  request  of  Alberta  Prohibition  Association  to  have  beer  parlors 
closed. 

Reaffirmed  stand  of  last  Convention  for  nationalization  of  radio  and 
for  public  ownership  of  public  utilities,  and  non-alienation  of  natural  resources. 

Passed  a  resolution  favoring  a  100  per  cent  Wheat  Pool  on  the  Saskatche- 
wan plan. 

Turned  down  a  suggestion  for  the  secession  of  the  Western  Provinces. 

Asked  Dominion  Government  to  stabilize  the  price  of  wheat  at  70  cents 
during  present  crisis. 

Urged  upon  Provincial  Government  passage  of  enabling  legislation 
similar  to  Desjardin  Act  in  Quebec. 

Reached  decisions  on  other  important  issues  of  policy,  which  will  be 
doah  with  in  later  issues. 


U.F.W.A.  Convention 
Reports 

A  pamphlet  of  reports  and  addresses  to 
the  U.F.W.A.  Convention  will  be  mailed 
to  all  U.F.W.A.  Locals  during  the  first 
week  in  February.  It  will  contain  the 
reports  of  conveners  on  Immigration, 
Legislation,  Health,  Education,  Social 
Welfare,  Peace,  Household  Economics, 
Beautification  and  Horticulture,  Young 
People's  Work,  Co-operative  Effort;  also 
addresses  by  Miss  Jessie  Montgomery: 
"Reading  for  Delight";  E.  A.  Corbett: 
"Moral  Values  in  Co-operation";  Horace 
E.  Sejjmour:  "Planning  for  Better  Com- 
munities"; and  resolutions  passed  by  the 
U.F.W.A.  Convention. 

This  valuable  booklet  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  every  U.F.W.A.  member.  Copies 
can  be  obtained  at  Central  Office;  the 
price  is  25c  per  copy. 


Ask  Royal  Commission  to 
Deal  with  Position  C.P.R. 
Contract  Holders 

A  Royal  Commission  to  investigate 
the  situation  of  the  C.P.R.  contract 
holders  was  recommended  in  a  resolution 
which  the  Convention  passed  unanimous- 
ly, in  the  following  terms: 

"Whereas,  such  a  large  number  of 
p.P.R.  Contract  holders  are  seriously 
in  arrears  after  many  years  of  effort 
in  building  up  homes  and  farming  the 
land,  and 

Whereas,  so  many  of  these  contracts 
are  so  badly  in  arrears  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  the  contract  holders  to  re- 
cover their  standing,  live  and  carry  on, 
and 

Whereas,  any  attempt  to  settle  this 
matter  between  each  individual  contract 
holder  and  the  C.P.R.  is  impracticable 
for  the  reason  that  any  settlement  of 
the  matter  should  be  the  same  for  all 
concerned; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  re- 
commend the  Provincial  Government 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  make 
a  full  and  complete  investigation  of  the 
situation  between  the  C.P.R.  Contract 
Holders  and  the  C.P.R.  and  such  com- 
mission shall  make  recommendations  as 
they  deem  advisable  and  just  to  all  con- 
cerned, which  will  enable  the  contract 
holders  to  carry  on  imder  reasonable 
circumstances  and  be  saved  from  dis- 
possession of  the  land  under  contract 
with  the  C.P.R.,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition 
the  Provincial  Government  to  take  this 
matter  up  with  the  C.P.R.  immediately 
so  that  the  old  settlers,  those  now  in 
possession  as  well  as  those  dispossessed 
by  means  of  quit  claim  deeds,  may  get 
the  opportunity  of  a  new  start  under 
more  equitable  conditions. 


General  Convention  Report 

In  order  to  give  adequate  space  to 
the  reports  of  a  number  of  the  major 
features  of  the  Convention  in  this 
issue,  it  has  been  necessary  to  hold 
over  the  reports  of  the  discussion  of 
several  subjects  of  outstanding  im- 
portance. These  will  be  printed  as 
far  as  space  may  permit  in  our  next 
issue. 
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PREMIER  DELIVERS  APPEAL 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 
and  then  there  was  the  subject  of  relief. 

Many  reasons  for  the  prevailing  de- 
pression had  been  given  by  many  men 
who  had  the  reputation  of  being  authori- 
ties. The  depreciation  of  the  value  of 
silver  in  the  Orient  and  India,  war  debts 
(in  respect  to  payment  of  which 
a  ■  moratorium  of  five  or  ten  years  had 
been  suggested)  were  among  the  sug- 
gested Causes.  Some  persons  said  the 
cause  was  the  Wheat  Pool  (laughter),  but 
he  did  not  need  to  answer  that  argument 
before  such  an  audience.  It  was  strange, 
however,  that  one  institution,  working  in 
one  country  and  handling  50  per  cent  of 
the  wheat,  should  be  charged  with  having 
brought  about  a  condition  in  which  cotton 
had  no  value,ricc  no  value  because  of  a  sur- 
plus, copper  of  little  value  for  a  similar 
reason,  and  so  on  all  down  the  line. 

Slump  in  Valaes  of  Farm  Products 

Quoting  from  a  financial  paper,  the 
Premier  showed  that  the  rate  of  decrease 
in  values  was  not  so  great  in  Alberta  as 
in  other  Provinces  of  Canada,  but  he 
found  "this  surprising  thing,  that  the 
decrease  in  the  value  oj  agricultural  pro- 
ducts in  Canada  as  between  1927  and  1930 
is  700  millions  of  dollars."  The  declines  in 
purchasing  power  distributed  to  all  other 
industries  put  together  did  not  reach 
nearly  so  great  a  total  as  the  decline  in 
agriculture. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Brownlee  said,  while 
not  posing  as  a  wheat  expert — and  when 
he  saw  the  mistakes  made  by  those  who 
posed  as  experts  he  felt  a  little  more 
confident  in  discussing  the  subject — he 
entertained  real  hopes  for  the  future,  even 
though  it  were  true  that  there  was  a 
tremendous  wheat  surplus.  More  of  our 
wheat  had  been  moved  to  the  world's 
markets  in  1930  than  in  1929.  Moreover, 
the  population  of  the  United  States  had 
increased  by  twenty  millions  in  the  last 
ten  years.  An  increase  of  twenty  million 
in  the  next  decade  would  mean  that  the 
republic  would  increase  its  consumption 
of  wheat  by  half  the  amount  consumed 
by  England  at  the  present  time,  while 
there  was  a  decrease  in  all  kinds  of  farms 
in  the  United  States.  And  if  it  came  to 
"the  survival  of  the  fittest"  in  the  struggle 
for  markets,  "Canada  can  compete  and 
will  not  be  one  of  the  first  countries  to  be 
destroyed  so  far  as  agriculture  is  con- 
cerned." 

Glut  of  Food,  But  Men  Starve 

As  to  so-called  over-production,  the 
speaker  believed  that  "under-eonsump- 
tion"  would  be  a  more  fitting  term,  be- 
cause in  various  countries  there  were  more 
men  on  the  verge  of  starvation  than  at 
any  previous  period  in  the  memory  of 
the  present  generation.  Eventually,  how- 
ever, the  crisis  would  pass,  for  the  world 
was  moving  to  higher  ideals  and  higher 
standards  of  living.  It  would  only  re- 
quire a  small  decrease  in  acreage  and  a 
small  increase  in  consumption  to  bring 
about  a  greatly  improved  condition.  "I 
do  not  think  it  will  come  this  year — I  am 
sure  it  will  not,"  said  Mr.  Brownlee.  "I 
hope  it  will  come  next.  But  after  all  we 
have  gone  through  these  periods  of  de- 
pression in  the  past.  We  cannot  hope  to 
work  out  a  solution  in  a  year,  but  we 
have  to  take  the  longer  view." 

"Building  on  Good  Within  Us" 
Going  on  to  suggest  "some  things  we 
should  work  and  strive  for,"  in  the  direc- 
tion of  immediate  alleviation  and  per- 
manent solution  of  our  problems,  the 
Premier  declared  that  on  the  negative 
•ide  some  forms  of  wild  current  propa- 
gB/Bda    were    far    from    healthy.  "AH 


through  history,"  h«  said,  "we  have  found 
the  universal  rule  that  reform  and  pro- 
gress have  come  by  building  on  the  good 
within  us.  We  should  have  an  open 
mind."  Since,  in  the  past  few  months, 
some  public  newspapers  and  public  men 
had  described  him  as  "crazy"  he  had 
greater  sympathy  with  men  who  advo- 
cated things  he  himself  did  not  possibly 
believe  in,  but  he  did  wish  to  press  the 
view  that  in  such  times  as  these,  one  of 
the  greatest  needs  in  the  Locals  of  an 
organization  such  as  ours  was  a  spirit  of 
"calm  deliberation." 

There  were  those  who  offered 
appeals  which  he  did  not  believe 
would  stand  the  test  of  close  attention 
and  study.  There  were  those  who  were 
"going  up  and  down  preaching  all  the 
good  things  of  the  Russian  revolution, 
the  Soviet  republic."  He  believed  that 
what  was  going  on  in  Russia  was  worthy 
of  the  closest  study.  The  gigantic  effort 
of  the  Five  Year  Plan,  in  that  country, 
whether  it  proved  a  failure  or  success,  must 
leave  an  indelible  mark  in  the  world,  and 
these  matters  should  be  studied  with  an 
open  mind.  "I  would  like  to  see  every 
Local  of  the  U.F.A.  turn  itself  into  a 
reading  circle,"  he  said,"and  ^et  the  best 
books  to  be  had  about  Russia.  I  have 
just  finished  one  of  the  best,  'Humanity 
Uprooted,'  by  Maurice  Hindus.  .  .  . 
I  believe  as  a  result  of  careful  study 
you  will  find  that  what  happens  in  one 
eountrj  cannot  be  in  another.  .  .  If 
there  is  anything  done  in  Russia  which 
you  want  to  have  done  here,  you  can 
have  it  done  by  the  simple  influence  of 
your  votes." 

Premier  Brownlee  hoped  that  the  people 
would  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  by 
some  sudden  change  in  financial  policy 
it  would  be  possible  to  pass  in  one  or  two 
years  from  hard  to  good  times.  The  de- 
pression of  today  was  not  confined  to  one 
country,  but  was  international.  There 
were  some  things,  however,  that  could  be 
improved  in  Canada.  He  was  not  sure 
that  the  banks,  as  trustees  for  depositors, 
were  in  the  best  position  to  give  credit  to 
those  who  needed  it.  The  two  things 
did  not  go  hand  in  hand.  That  was  a 
question  to  be  studied. 

As  to  secession,  Canada's  difficulty  was 
that  it  had  too  much  wheat  to  sell,  and 
the  West  would  still  have  the  wheat  if  it 
were  pot  part  of  Canada.  Perhaps  with 
the  aid  of  certain  treaties  it  would  be 
possible  to  sell  a  certain  amount,  but 
again  the  problem  was  an  international 
one. 

Proposed  70  Cent  Minimum 

Dealing  with  practical  measures  of 
immediate  value,  Mr.  Brownlee  explained 
the  proposal  which  he  had  put  forward 
some  time  ago,  that  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment set  a  minimum  price  which, 
while  not  encouraging  production  would 
protect  the  farmers  from  too  heavy  a 
loss  and  the  danger  of  destruction  of 
their  industry.  Supposing  this  price  to 
have  been  set  at  70  cents,  grain  firms 
have  been  called  upon  to  issue  certificates 
on  the  basis  of  the  price  of  1  Nor.,  Fort 
William,  to  every  man  who  sold  his  wheat 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  between  the 
prevailing  price  and  70  cents.  If  the 
amount  required  were  2  cents,  or  6  cents, 
a  certificate  would  be  issued  accordingly. 
"I  am  Irish  enough  to  think  that  if  that 
plan  had  been  carried  out,  we  should  not 
have  had  to  come  to  some  of  the  things 
we  have  come  to,  and  that  the  cost  would 
not  have  been  greater  than  some  of  the 
schemes  will  cost,"  Mr.  Brownlee  de- 
clared. 

The  Premier  described  the  manner  in 
which  the  Government  had  handled  their 
share  contributed  to  relieve  the  distress 


in  agrieultore,  by  providing  road  work 
and  other  means,  and  said  he  believed 
there  was  no  Province  in  Canada  where 
there  had  been  such  cordial  collaboration 
between  the  Government  and  munici- 
palities. 

As  to  the  problem  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor, the  Premier  stated  that  in  September 
and  October  the  condition  had  been  found 
to  be  serious;  that  man^  conferences  had 
been  held  with  creditor  interests,  and  that 
the  news  from  all  over  the  Province  indi- 
cated that  the  efforts  of  creditors  to  col- 
lect 100  per  cent  had  greatly  lessened. 
But  if  there  were  75  cent  wheat  next 
season,  and  creditors  competed  with  one 
another  to  collect  100  per  cent  of  their 
claims,  there  would  be  unprecedented 
trouble  and  distress.  The  Government's 
task  was  to  anticipate  conditions  and 
work  out  a  plan  which  would  be  fair  to 
creditors  and  yet  allow  the  farmer  to  stay 
on  his  farm. 

The  Matter  of  Tax  Arrears 

Speaking  of  requests  that  penalties  for 
non-payment  of  taxes  should  not  be 
applied,  the  Premier  pointed  out  that 
schools  could  not  be  carried  on  or  any  of 
the  services  of  Government  which  the 
people  required,  if  funds  were  not  made 
available,  and  many  people,  including  the 
great  corporations,  could  pay  taxes  be- 
cause their  earning  power  was  not  s© 
greatly  depreciated  as  that  of  others.  The 
Government  knew  that  this  season  or 
next  season,  all  arrears  could  not  be  paid 
out  of  one  crop,  and  some  scheme  would 
have  to  be  worked  out  that  would  be 
fair  and  reasonable. 

As  to  the  common  advice  to  "go  into 
mixed  farming,"  Mr.  Brownlee  said  he 
could  not  take  the  position  urged  upon 
the  farmers  from  many  quarters,  to  "get 
out  of  wheat  growing  as  the  main  pro- 
duct." He  would  not  ignore  that  counsel 
entirely  nor  follow  it  entirely.  We  had. 
not  got  the  livestock,  and  if  we  had  and- 
went  to  excess  we  should  have  the  prob- 
lem of  over-production  as  we  now  have  it 
in  grain. 

Consideration  of  the  credit  system,  »• 
determined  effort  by  the  farm  organiza- 
tions to  search  for  new  markets,  organized 
sales  efforts,  the  obtaining  of  a  place  in 
the  British  market  for  livestock  12  months 
in  the  year,  were  among  the  matters 
requiring  closest  attention,  said  the  Pre- 
mier. 

Pool  Not  to  Blame 

Urging  the  farmers  on  no  account  tO' 
lose  faith  in  the  organizations  they  had 
built  up  by  great  toil  and  effort,  Mr, 
Brownlee  pointed  out  that  three  months 
ago  no  authority  in  the  United  States  or 
Canada  regarded  the  present  depression 
as  of  other  than  a  minor  character.  Was 
the  Wheat  Pool  therefore  to  blame  because 
the  price  of  wheat  had  gone  down  to  a 
lower  level  than  had  been  known  for  25 
years?  He  was  present  when  at  Montreal 
the  Pool  and  Dominion  Government  and 
the  Banks  set  the  initial  payment  at  60 
cents,  and  "it  was  considered  sale  by 
every  man  in  the  room."  The  Wheat  Pool 
was  not  to  blame  if  it  had  subsequently 
to  be  reduced  when  the  continent  found 
itself  in  the  throes  of  the  greatest  finan- 
cial depression  since  1880.  To  go  back 
to  1929,  again,  the  greatest  grain  experts 
of  Winnipeg  had  admitted  to  him  that 
they  were  mistaken  in  that  year.  Many 
held  wheat,  and  more  than  one  firm  went 
near  to  bankruptcy  because  they  did  not 
anticipate  the  possibilities  of  the  wheat 
situation.  "Do  not  expect  your  officers 
to  be  supermen,  but  to  show  the  same 
intelligence  as  others  in  the  same  busi- 
ness," he  advised.    "T  believe  ten  years 
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EMPIRE  HOTEL 
Comfortable,  conveniantly  central. 
Catering  to  the  Farmer 
From  $  1 .00  a  day  up 
119  9th  Ave.  E.  Calgary 


SAVE  MONEY  ON  COAL 
BUY  DIRECT 

Quality  and  Preparation  Guaranteed 
Sears  Bros.,  Nanton 
Agents  for  Renfrew  Coal 


MACDONALD'S 

BRIER  PLUG 

N0  STEMS-ALL  TOBACCO 
A  CARD  PICTURE  WITH  EVERY  PLUG 


from  now  there  will  be  very  few  as  far 
as  this  organization  is  concerned  who  will 
say  that  the  Board  or  other  officials 
among  the  grain  men  made  any  great  mis- 
take, but  that  the  depression  was  all  over 
the  world.  .  .  .  Though  facing  a  loss  on 
the  guarantee  of  the  1929  crop,  a  loss  we 
consider  amply  covered  by  security,  so 
far  as  we  have  control  over  these  (Pool) 
elevators,  we  will  see  them  at  the  service 
of  the  farmers  of  Alberta  as  farmer-owned 
and  farmer  controlled  elevators." 


New  Paragraph   in  U.F.A. 
Declaration  of  Principles 
Gives  Greater  Clarity 

Convention  Adopts   Changes  in 
Form  of  Declaration 

The  Declaration  of  Principles  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  which  was 
adopted  several  years  ago,  defining  the 
position  of  Federal  and  Provincial  Con- 
stituency Association  to  the  Annual 
Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  and  to  serve 
for  the  guidance  of  elected  representatives, 
was  amended  at  the  recent  Convention 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  clarity 
of  certain  paragraphs.  No  change  in 
principle  is  involved. 

Clause  6  of  the  Declaration  provides 
that  the  principles  and  policies  as  de- 
clared from  time  to  time  by  the  Annual 
Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  broadly  interpreted,  shall  be 
the  guiding  influence  of  the  U.F.A. 
members  and  the  U.F.A.  legislative 
group.  In  the  original  draft  the  words 
"U.F.A.  Conventions"  appeared,  and. 
the  words  quoted  in  italics  above  were 
substituted  for  the  words  "U.F.A.  Con- 
ventions", which  appeared  in  the  un- 
amended Declaration. 

Following  clause  6  the  following  new 
clause  was  inserted: 

"7.  Resolutions  passed  by  consti- 
taency  associations  which  involve  any 
departure  from  the  policies  laid  down 
by  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  shall  not 
in  any  way  be  applied  in  the  guidance 
of  candidates  or  elected  members 
unless  and  until  such  time  as  they  shall 
have  been  submitted  to  and  adopted 
by  the  Annual  Convention  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta". 

The  former  clause  7  was  renumbered 
as  clause  8,  and  the  former  clause  8 
as  clause  9.    This  last  clause  was  adopted 
in  redrafted  form,  the  construction  of  the 
clause   being   recast    but   its  meaning 
being  unchanged.  It  now  reads  as  follows: 
"9.    Resolved,  that  while  the  con- 
stituency   organization   is    the  unit 
through  which  the  political  machinery 
is  operated,  this  unit  does  not  exist 
solely  for  the  operation  of  such  ma- 
chinery, but  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  all  U.F.A.  activities  in  each  con- 
stituency.   We  therefore  advise  that 
all  constituency  and  other  units  be 
described  as  U.F.A.  units  only,  since 
the  use  of  the  designation  'Political 
Association'  must  be  misleading". 


INDEX  TO  "THE  U.F.A." 

An  index  to  The  U.F.A.  for 
1930  has  been  prepared  and  copies 
will  be  sent  to  readers  of  the  paper 
on  application. 


POULTRY 


WmTE  WYANDOTTE   COCKERELS  FROM 

Lacombe  Experimental  Farm  and  University 
stock,  $2.00.  Charley  Cline,  Route  2, 
Ponoka,  Alta.  

BARRED  ROCK  COCKERELS,  BRED  FROM 

"Purdy"  stock,  $2.00.  Mrs.  R.  Gates, 
Oyen,  Alta.  

PURE-BRED  RHODE  ISLAND  RED  COCK- 

erels.  Single  Comb  from  Bred-to-  Lay 
strain,  April  and  May  batched,  $1.50  each. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Hayfield,  Bittern  Lake,  Alberta. 

SINGLE  COMB  WHITE  AND  SINGLE  COMB 

Black  Leghorn  Cockerels  for  sale.  S.  S. 
Wetherall.  3631  13-A  St.  West,  Calgary. 

BARRED  ROCK  COCKERELS,  BRED  FROM 

Lethbridge  Experimental  Farm  and  Brewitts 
stock,  $2.50  each.  W.  Mortimer,  E?cel, 
Alta.  

PURE  BRED  WHITE  WTANDOTTE,  MAR- 

tia's  laying  strain  cockerels,  $2.50  each. 
White  Pekin  Drakes,  $2.00.  Mrs.  Chag. 
Cnmmings,  Brightview  (Wetaskiwin),  Alta 

PUREBRED   BARRED   ROCK  COCKERELS, 

approved  flocks,  $2.00.  C.  Brinker,  Milo, 
Alberta.  

CHOICE  BARRED  ROCK  COCKERELS,  BRED 

from  Canada's  noted  flocks  for  high  egg 
production,  $2.50  each;  3  for  $7.00.  Mrs. 
E.   Mason,  Crossfield.  


CANADA'S  LARGEST  HATCHERIES 

Our  new  44-page  colored  Chick  Manual  complete  Poul- 
tty  Supply  Book  "0"  NOW  READY.  Send  2o  stamp 
for  FRIx;  copy. 

Hambley  Eleotrio  Chicks  are  from  blood-teited,  striotiy 

Bire  Bred-to-Lay,  rigidly  culled  hens  that  are  fed  Barn- 
ey Special  Buttermilk  Hatching  and  Laying  Maah. 
We  yim  guarantee  chicks  of  highest  quali^,  sin  and 
UnlnUty. 

HATCHING  EQ08  WANTED 
yr»  will  cull,  blood-teit  and  tnoeulat*  itrietly  pore  brad 
flocks  that  will  supply  oi  hatching  sggt.  We  pay  double 
market  price. 

HAMBLEY  ELECTRIC  HATCHERIES  LIMITSD 
WiBup«|         RegLu         Sukatoon  Calgary 


PURE-BRED  SINGLE  COMB  BLACK  MIN- 

orea  cockerels,  $1.50.  Mrs.  Wm.  Hermann, 
Milo,  Alta. 


APRIL     HATCHED     PURE  BRED-TO-LAY 

Barred  Rock  cockerels,  from  blood  tested 
stock,  $2.50  each;  3  for  $7.00.  L.  Beeza, 
Nanton,  Alta. 


S.   C.    W.   LEGHORN   COCKERELS  FROM 

good  laying  strain,  $2.00.  After  December 
31.  $2.50.  Phone  Rill,  Bulwark,  Wm. 
Whittaker,  Box  53,  Coronation. 


ROSE  COMB  WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCK- 

erels,  $1.50  each.  Mrs.  Geo.  Rice,  Carstaira, 
Alta. 


SINGLE  COMB  RHODE  ISLAND  RED  COCK- 

ereU,  Hatching  Eggs  and  Baby  Chicks  for 
sale,  from  Government  Approved  and  Blood- 
tested  Floek.  Ask  for  price  list.  Mrs.  H. 
Auls,  Roselynn. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCKERELS— Gov- 
ernment approved,  trap-nested  stock.  Also 
reducing  pullets.  Mrs.  C.  Baptist,  "Tofield, 
Alberta. 


10   BARRED   ROCK    COCKERELS  (DARK). 

Exhibition  and  laying  strain,  large  vigorous 
birds,  $2.,  $3.  Henry  Pickering,  Sylvan  Lake, 
Alta. 


LIVESTOCK 


6    SHORTHORN    BULLS,    8    MONTHS,  30 

months;  5  red,  1  roan.  I.  M.  McCune. 
Irricana,  Alta. 


FELIX  OHBERG.  AMISK.  ALTA.,  BREEDER 

of  Registered  Belgians.  Let  me  know  your 
want. 


SWINE 


FOR  SALE.— REGISTERED  DUROC  JERSEY; 

September  and  October  boars  and  weanlings. 
W.  L.  Gray,  Millet,  Alta. 


REGISTERED    DUROCS,  SERVICE  BOARS. 

Bred  Sows,  Fall  Pigs.  W.  B.  Baird,  Ghost- 
pine  Creek,  Alta. 


USED  CARS 


MACLIN-UNIVERSAL  MOTORS  LTD.,  CAL- 

gary  Ford  Dealers.  Alberta's  greatest  val- 
ues. 1930  Ford  Delivery,  $575.00,  1930 
Ford  Tudor,  $550.00;  1930  Light  delivery 
(close  cab),  $385.00;  1929  Ford  Tudor, 
$425.00;  1929  Light  Delivery,  $335.00;  1929 
Chevrolet  Six,  $325  00;  1928  Chev.  Coupe 
$25.0.00;  192S  Essex  Sedan,  S250.00,  1927 
Ford  Tudor,  $95.00;  1926  Light  Delivery, 
$95.00;  Three  1929  Ford  Tourings,  $43.00; 
and  other  Ford  Model  "T"  from  $25.00 
up.  See  our  many  wonderful  values.  Terms 
to  suit.  Maolin-Universal  Motors  Ltd., 
Calgary  Ford  Dealers,  Used  Car  Haadouar- 
ters,  lltb  Ave.  and  let  Straet  West.  Pbone 
M1191. 
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Steps  to  Alleviate  Distress  in  Agriculture 
Forecast  in  Speech  from  Throne 

Important  Legislation  Proposed  for  First  Session  of  New  Legislative  Assembly 

By  GORDON  WALKER,  M.L.A. 

EDMONTON,  January  29th. — Large  crowds  of  people  attended  the 
opening  ceremonies  of  the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Alberta  Legislature. 
The  usual  display  of  pageantry  accompanied  the  event  and  the  galleries 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  In  contrast  with  other  years,  no  social  functions 
surrounded  the  occasion.  "The  reception  at  the  Government  House  and 
such  social  aspects  were  entirely  missing  from  the  program  of  events. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


DANCING  SCHOOI,— WHEN  VISITING  ED- 

monton,  learn  to  dance  in  Three  Days  or  no 
charge.  Private  rooms  for  beginners.  Les- 
sons daily  at  2  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  Sullivan's 
Academy  of  Dancing,  La  Fleohe  Building, 
102nd  St..  Edmonton. 

FOR  SALE— ALMOST  NEW  CHEV.  SEVENTY 

bushel  grain  tank,  fenders  missing,  twenty- 
seven  fifty  f.o.b.    Apply  Box  Nine,  Rowley. 

WANTED.— BONE    CUTTER.       GIVE  FULL 

description,  priee,  etc.  A.  Dupuis,  Bruce, 
Alta. 


POSITION  WANTED  AS  MUNICIPAL  Dis- 
trict Sec.-Treas.  Four  years  with,  and  gooti 
recommendation  from  the  Council  of  M.  D. 
No.  429.  Address  James  Stewart,  R.  4, 
Ponnka. 


Sli,l^.^iNt:r.  tlAX        JsAXjISR,        $175.00  F.O.B. 

Eaglesham,  N.A.R.    Ed.  MoDaid. 


MINK   FENCING,    BARGAIN.    30-INCH,  20- 

Gauge,  1  inch  mesh,  $6.50  roll  150  ft.,  guar- 
anteed.   Wetaskiwin  U.F.A.   Co-op.  Assn., 

Wetaskiwin,  Alta. 


HEALTH 


SUCCESSFUL  NON-SURGICAL  TREATMENT 
of  Piles.  Dr.  E.  D.  Pluramor,  908  Grain 
Exchange  Building,  Calgary. 


I  CAN  RESTORE  ^OU  TO  GOOD  HEALTH 

and  save  you  from  operations.  Dr.  John  F 
Harris,  Chiropractor,  Pantages  Building, 
Edmonton. 


DR.  H.  F.  MESSENGER,  CHIROPRACTOR.— 

16  years  treating  chronic  diseases,  Tegler 
Bldg.,  Edmonton. 


UPHOLSTERING 


MAKING  AND  UEMAKING  CHESTERFIELDS 

and  chairs;  also  draping  windows  is  our 
business.  Write  our  Decorating  Depart- 
ment for  suggestions.  Thornton  &  Perkins, 
10628  Jasper  Ave.,  Edmonton  (opposite 
Corona  Hotel.) 


REMNANTS 


REMNANTS— PRINTS,    3  LBS.  $1;   SILK.  2 

lbs.  SI;  Velvet  or  Cretonne,  2  lbs.  $1.60 
A.  McCreery  &  Co.,  Chatham,  Ontario. 


FARM  LANDS 


GOOD  EQUIPPED  RANCH,  2000  ACRES— 
3U0  broken,  165  summerfalluw,  lOUO  easily 
tillable  $10,000.00  worth  of  improvements, 
abundance  of  running  water,  good  grass 
$16.50  per  acre,  will  take  some  trade,  balance 
crop  payments.  Write  for  full  particulars. 
See  our  '  list  -  before  buying.  Listings  of 
farm  lauds  and  other  property  solicited 
Write  UB  giving  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 
■  A.  G.  Clark  &  Co.  Limited,  Lougheed  Bldg. 
M3880.  Chas.  E.  Lasher,  Farm  Lands 
Manager. 


THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COM- 

pany's  land  settlement  plan  offers  unequalled 
opportunities  for  new  settlers  to  purchase 
lands  in  Western  Canada  under  easy  long 
term  contract.  Write  for  free  descriptivi 
booklet.  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co., 
Department  of  Natural  Resources,  905  First 
Street  East,  Calgary. 


FARM  TO  RENT— 690  ACRES  CULTIVATED, 

180  acres  summerfallowed,  270  acres  hay 
and  pasture.  Good  buildings.  Possessioii 
March  1.  Will  buy  250  bushels  clean  garnet 
wheat.  Write  J.  E.  Gustus,  812  18th  Ave., 
West,  Calgary. 

farms"  WANTED— I    WANT    FARMS  FOR 

cash  buyers.  Describe,  give  price.  R.  Mc- 
Nown,  .361  Wilkinson,  Omaha,  Nebr. 


SIGHT  SPECIALISTS 


A.  MELVILLE  ANDERSON  AND  K.  ROY  Mc- 
Lean, Sight  Specialists,  224  8th  Avenue  West, 
Calgary. 


MITCHLLL  &  MITCHELL 
Registered  Patent  Attorneys 
Canada  United  States 

Free  Literature  and  Advice 
Reascnable  Terms 
70Z  MoINTYRt.  BLOCK,  Winnipee  Manitoba 


This  session  being  the  first  of  a  new 
Legislature,  some  changes  are  seen  in  the 
pohtical  composition  of  the  Assembly. 
As  a  result  of  the  redistribution  made 
effective  last  session,  there  are  now  63 
members  as  compared  with  60  in  the 
former  Legislature.  In  numbers  the 
Government  have  39  members  while  the 
Liberals  have  11,  Conservatives  6,  Labour 
4  and  a  new  Independent  group  appears 
with  3  members.  All  of  the  members 
of  the  Assembly  were  present  except  the 
Hon.  Irene  Parlby,  who  was  absent  through 
illness. 

The  first  business  of  the  session  resulted 
in  the  re-election  of  Hon.  George  Johnson 
as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  His  re- 
election received  the  complimentary  en- 
dorsation  of  all  group  leaders  in  the  House. 

Speech  from  the  Throne 

The  Speech  from  the  Throne  as  pre- 
sented by  Lientenant-Governor  Egbert, 
while  not  in  any  way  sensational,  fore- 
cast much  important  legislation.  Special 
attention  is  made  to  the  economic  situa- 
tion prevailing  and  the  steps  proposed  to 
alleviate  conditions.  Ratification  of  re- 
lief expenditures  both  direct  and  through 
Public  Works,  extension  of  the  work  of 
the  Debt  Adjustment  Bureau  and  con- 
solidation of  the  arrears  of  taxes  provid- 
ing for  extension  of  time  in  their  pay- 
ment, are  all  of  special  interest  to  rural 
people. 

Important  legislation  will  be  presented 
to  provide  for  the  administration  of  the 
newly  acquired  Natural  Resources  and 
the  first  bill  to  be  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  Hon.  R.  G.  Reid,  was  entitled 
"Aji  Act  to  Create  a  Department  of 
Lands  and  Mines." 

Resulting  from  the  report  of  the  Wilson 
Commission  investigating  the  Lethbridge 
Northern  Irrigation  project  during  the 
summer  of  1930,  a  bill  in  line  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  report  will  be 
presented  to  the  House. 

Legislation  is  forecast  relating  to  the 
stabilization  of  agriculture,  a  more  equit- 
able distribution  of  hospital  and  other 
health  services  and  in  connection  with 
the  School  and  School  Assessment  Acts. 

The  Co-operative  Credits  Act  will  re- 
ceive consideration  with  a  view  to  strength- 
ening the  activity. 

The  main  features  of  the  second  day 
of  the  Legislature  were  the  two  addresses 
given  by  George  Andrews  of  Sedgewick 
and  Isidore  Goresky,  the  new  member 
for  Whitford,  as  the  mover  and  seconder 
of  the  resolution  in  reply  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  These  addresses  were 
carefully  prepared,  ably  given  and  re- 
ceived attentively. 

Mr.  Andrews  Submits  Proposals 

The  high  points  of  Mr.  Andrews'  ad- 
dress summarized  were: 

1.  Consideration  on  the  part  of  land 
corporations,   mortgage  companies,  etc., 


for  revaluation  of  farms,  price  to  be 
spread  over  further  period  of  years  at 
lower  rates  of  interest  for  the  benefit  of 
the  present  owner. 

2.  Payment  of  arrears  of  taxes  spread 
over  a  period  of  years  without  interest. 

3.  Reduction  in  cost  of  legal  proceed- 
ings and  an  extension  of  the  powers  of 
the  Debt  Adjustment  Bureau. 

4.  Influence  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  Dominion  Government  for  cheaper 
rates  of  interest  on  loans  and  no  increase 
of  interest  on  past  due  notes. 

5.  Half-rate  license  fee  on  farmer's 
trucks  be  moved  to  August  1st  instead 
of  October  1st. 

6.  Careful  investigation  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  possibilities  of  the  exten- 
sion of  vocational  training  with  a  view 
to  opening  up  more  direction  of  boys  and 
girls  toward  suitable  occupations. 

7.  Continuation  of  highway  construc- 
tion commensurate  with  funds  available 
for  this  purpose  in  order  to  create  em- 
ployment. 

8.  Development  of  outside  markets 
for  Alberta  products. 

Mr.  Andrews'  address  throughout  pre- 
sented- a  thoughtful  picture  of  rural  con- 
ditions with  constructive  suggestions 
toward  better  farm  conditions  and  closed 
with  a  challenge  in  the  interests  of  world 
peace. 

New  Member  Makes  Good  Impression 

Mr.  Goresky,  representing  a  constitu- 
ency largely  composed  of  Ukrainian  people 
from  which  he  is  himself  descended, 
dealt  at  some  length  and  with  consider- 
able ability  on  the  racial  problem.  His 
interpretation  of  the  mind  of  his  own 
people  came  with  new  interest  to  the 
members  of  the  Assembly.  He  spoke  of 
the  greater  availability  of  credit  facilities 
and  high  school  services  as  being  pressing 
problems  of  his  district. 


DEATH  OF  THOMAS  POLE 

On  January  25th,  in  Calgary,  the  death  occurred 
of  Thomas  Pole,  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
U.F.A.  in  the  Beddington  district,  in  his  seventy- 
sixth  year.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  the 
United  Church  at  Airdrie,  Rev.  F.  J.  Hartley 
ofliciating,  and  were  very  largely  attended. 

Mr.  Pole  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
coming  to  Ontario  when  a  child.  He  home- 
steaded  near  Airdrie  in  1905  and  moved  to  the 
Beddington  district  in  1910.  He  is  survived  by 
his  widow,  five  sons  and  four  daughters. 

"Mr.  Pole  was  a  highly  respected  old  timer," 
writes  a  Beddington  correspondent  "a  promi- 
nent church  worker  and  a  life  member  of  the 
U.F.A.  It  was  through  his  eJforts  that  the 
U.F.W.A.  at  Beddington  was  organized,  and  he 
and  H.  W.  Wood  did  the  pioneer  work  for  the 
Wheat  Pool  in  this  dirtriot.  The  grand  old  man 
is  gone,  but  his  memory  shall  go  with  us,  as  ap 
inspiration  to  higher  things." 


February  2u(,l,  lyiJI 


THE    U.  A. 


(79)  3! 


FEED  AND  SEED 


THIKD    GENERATION    VICTORY  OATS,— 

grown  on  breaking  in  1929,  Grade  One, 
50c  sacked.    William  Rice,  Haynes,  Alta. 


SEVERAL  CAR  LOADS  EXCELLENT  SEED 

and  feed  oats.  Write  for  samples  ana  low 
prices.    Jackson    Newsham,  Innisfail. 

CARLOT  OF  VICTORY  OATS,  2  C.W.,  GER- 

mination  SS  per  cent  6  days,  30o  bushel 
f.o.b.  Mazeppa.  Sample  on  request.  B.  E. 
Polinkas. 


1000  BUSHELS  2ND  GENERATION  BANNER 

oats,  field  inspected,  eligible  for  registration, 
germination  98  in  6  days,  price  40  cents, 
sacks  extra.     Fred  Atkins,  Millet,  .Wta.. 


FOR    SALE— SEVERAL    CARS    FEED  AND 

seed  oats.  Write  for  quotations  on  your 
requirements.  L.C.  Anderson,  Bittern  Lake, 
Alta. 


THERE  IS  A  MARKET  FOR  A  CONSIDER- 

able  amount  of  feed  grain  in  this  Province 
and  we  would  ask  farmers  in  hailed-out  or 
dried-out  districts  to  forward  us  their  approxi- 
mate requirements  aod  also  those  in  other 
districts  who  have  feed  grain  for  sale  to 
advise  the  quantity,  quality,  and  price. 
We  will  pass  this  information  along  to  those 
concerned  so  that  it  may  be  used  to  their 
mutual  advantage.  The  Alberta  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale,  Edmonton,  Alta. 


FOR  SALE.— A  FEW  CARS  OF  RECLEANED 

No.  1  Banner  Seed  Oats.  Certificate  No. 
70-408.  Germination  95  per  cent.  Price, 
25c,  subject  to  market  changes.  Thos. 
Wolfe.  Elk  Point,  Alta. 


CARLOT    BANNER    OATS.    TEST    99.  SIX 

days.  Clean  oats.  Winnipeg  market  price. 
Sample  on  request.  Tony  Chernow,  De 
Winton. 


RADIATOR  REPAIRS 


AUTHORIZED  HARRISON  RADIAT.tR  SER- 

vice.  —  Kepairing.  Uecoring  and  cleaning  to 
restore  circulation.  Radiators,  Ltd.,  Fifth 
Ave.  at  First  «t.  W..  CalcRry.  Min47. 


RADIO 


EARLE  YOUNG,  RADIO  SERVICE  ENGINEER 

— Write  for  list  of  used  battery  sets.  Send 
us  your  repair  work.  413  8th  Ave.  W. 
Calgary.  M4S62-S111S. 


RADIO— SALES,  SERVICE,  REPAIRS.  ELEC- 

trical  Engineers,  Ltd.,  Phone  M7979.  304 
Eiehth    Avr.   W..  Cilsary 


HELP  WANTED 


LIGHTNING     STRANGE    BATTERY  COM- 

pound.  Charges  discharged  batteries  in- 
stantly. Eliminates  old  method  entirely. 
Gives  new  life  and  pep.  Particulars.  Light- 
ning Company,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

AGENTS  WANTED  EVERY  DISTRICT  SELLING 

monuments  for  largest  manufacturers  in 
Canada.  Free  outfit.  Write:  Alberta 
Granite,  Marble  &  Stone  Co.,  Limited, 
Edmonton,  .\lberta. 


BREAD  MAKING 


HO-MAYDE  BREAD  IMPROVER  WILL  MA£E 

good  bread  from  inferior  flour.  Never 
spoils.  Makes  better  Bread,  Biscuits,  Cakes 
and  Doughnuts.  Never  bake  without  it. 
Sold  at  U.F.A.  Stores  20  cents  a  packet — or 
write  C.  &  J.  Jones  Limited,  Lombard  St., 
Winnipeg. 


HIDES  AND  FURS 


SASKATOON     TANNERY,  SASKATOON.- 

Hides,  Furs  and  Sheepskins  tanned.  Freight 
paid  on  hides  tanned.     Ask  for  Price  List. 


A.    WYMAN    CO.,    EDMONTON.— HIGHEST 

prices  paid  for  Hides,  Furs,  Horsehair,  Wool, 
Seneca  Root.     Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


HIDES,  FURS,  WOOL, 
HORSE  HAIR 

Highest  market  prices  paid.    For  com- 
plete satisfaction  and  prompt  retuins, 
ship  to 

Fares-Larone  Ltd. 

511   Pacific  Ave..  BRANDON.  MAN. 


CLASSIFIED  SECTION 

 TURKEYS  

PUREBRED  BRONZE  TURKEYS  FROM  Gov- 
ernment Banded  stock.  May  hatched  toms 
18  to  20  lb.,  $7.60.  Jas.  H.  Spalding,  Car- 
gtairs,  Alta.  

PEN    SEVEN   PURE   BRED  GOVERNMENT 

banded  bronze  unrelated  turkeys,  twenty 
mouths  old,  guaranteed  breeders;  hens  16-171 
lbs  ,  '  B"  torn  33  lbs.,  'A"  hen  4;  "B"  hens 
approved.  "B"  hen,  S65.00  for  pen.  Mrs. 
Frederick  J.  Bell,  Rimbey,  Alta.  

GOVERNMENT    BANDED    TURKEYS,  "B" 

toms  tlo.OO;  "B"  hens,  $10.00.  Mrs.  Walt. 
J.   Lynn,   Rimbey,  Alta.  

WHITE  HOLLAND  TURKEYS,  MAY  HATCH- 

ed,  toms  20  lbs.,  $6.00;  hens  13  lbs.,  $4.00. 
M.  Long,  Crossfield,  Alta.  

BRONZE       TURKEYS.— IMPROVE  YOUR 

flock  with  Government  inspected  and  banded 
breeding  stock.  "B"  and  "C"  grades  at 
association  prices.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Widrick, 
Dunstable,  Alberta.  

GOVERNMENT     BANDED  GOBBLERS,  "B" 

$15.00;  "C",  $10.00;  Heoe,  "B",  $10.00; 
'•C"  $7.00.  Unhanded  Gobblers  $8.00;  un- 
handed ben,  $5.00,  from  prize  Tom.  John 
Weller,    Daysland,  Alta.  

FOB  SALE— P.  B.  BRONZE  TURKEYS,  BAN  - 

ed  toms  B,  23  to  27  lbs.,  $15;  C,  22  lbs., 
$10;  hens,  B,  15  lbs.,  $10;  0,  14  lbs  ,  $7. 
Same  stock  unhanded,  35o  a  lb.  Phone 
R607.  Also  one  250-egg  Imperial  Incubator, 
like  new.  Price  $15.00.  Mrs.  Geo.  Rusk, 
New  Dayton.  

FOR  SALE— ALBERTA  R.O.M.  BANDED  TUR- 

keys,  recognized  as  the  best.  Grade  B 
young  toms,  28  to  35  lbs.,  $15.00;  Grade  B 
young  hens,  16  to  18  lbs.,  $10  00;  Grade  C 
young  toms,  25  to  30  lbs.,  $10.00;  Grade  C 
young  hens  15  to  17  lbs.,  $7.00.  A  few 
Grade  A  outstanding  exhibition  specimens 
toms  $35.00  to  $50.00;  hens  $35.00.  Govern- 
ment approved  Alberta  Bronze  Turkey 
Breeders'  Association,  Box  603,  Edmonton. 
Alberta. 


•EGGS  IN  THREE  DAYS"  are  GUARANTEED 
by  crushing  our  "Magic  Egg  Gland  Tablets"  in 
youi  fowla'  drinkiag  water  or  mash — or  your  money 
back.  If  your  hens  are  laying  poorly  now,  "Magic 
Tablets"  will  make  them  lay  dozena  more  eggs.  If 
your  hens  are  not  laying.  "Magic  Tablets"  will 
make  them  start  laying.  "Magic  Tablets"  are  full 
of  the  finest  egg-makir>g  materials  and  vitamines. 
Used  for  years  by  thousands  of  farmers  everywhere. 
Poultry  Bulletins  free.  One  big  box,  sixty  cents; 
two  bie  boxes,  one  dollar  postpaid. 

RELIABLE  STOCK  FOOD  CO. 
Box  566A  Toronto 


 TANNERIES  

THE   BRIGGS    TANNERY- TANNERY  AND 

Makers  of  Robes,  Coats,  etc.,  Calgary,  Alta- 


SLEIGH  ROBES 

CAR  ROBES 

FLOOR  RUGS 

Hides  are  of  little  value.  Have 
your  cow-  or  horsehide  turned  into 
a  robe  and  get  years  of  comfort 
and  service  out  of  it.  Only  $15 
taimed  and  liued  complete,  pay- 
able when  delivered.  Will  hold 
until  next  October,  if  desired. 

Fares-Larone  Ltd. 

5 1 1  Pacific  Ave.BRANDON.  MAN. 
(Sacceasors  to  Wm.  Bourke  A  Co.) 


Does  Your  Horse  ^ 
Wheeze  or  Roar? 

Thick,  swollen  glands  cause  thick  wind  or 
choke-down  and  make  a  horse  wheeze  or  roar. 
Absorbine — the  famous  antiseptic  liniment — 
brings  quick  relief,  and  docs  not  blister  or  re- 
move hair.  $2..';0— at  your  druggist's  or  general 
merchant's.  Booklet  on  the  horse  sent  free.  74 
W.  F.  Young,  Inc.,  Lyman  Bldg.,  Montreal 


BUSINESS  COLLEGES 


YOUNG    MEN   AND   WOMEN   TRAIN  FOR 

business.  Attractive  work.  Good  salaries. 
Write  for  "Student  Self-Help  Plan."  Gar- 
butt  Business  College,  509  8th  Ave.  West 
Calgary.  R2071. 


FISH 


FISH— DIRECT  FROM  FISHERMAN:  TROUT 

12o;  Whitefish  7c;  Pike  (dressed  and  headless) 
6c;  Pickerel  or  Doric  (round)  7a.  25o  extra 
for  shipments  less  than  100  lbs.  Prices 
F.O.B.  Bonnyville.  Cash  with  order.  Satis- 
faction guaranteed.  P.  M.  Sinclair,  Cold 
 Lake,  Alta.  

FAMOUS  COLD  LAKE  TROUT,  13c;  SELECT 

Whitefish,  10c;  Whitefish,  8o;  Pickerel,  7c; 
Jackfish,  headless,  64c;  Mullets,  3io;  Mixed, 
all  kinds,  7c;  Pike  FiUets,  12ic.  Z.  A. 
Lefebvre.  Cold  Lake.  Alberta. 


FENCE  POSTS,  LUMBER  AND  FUEL 


FOR    YOUR    FENCE    POSTS,  FIREWOOD. 

write  The  Farmers'  Supply  Company  , 
Fawcett,  Alta.  

CEDAR  POSTS,  CAR  LOTS  DELIVERED  YOUR 

station.    E.   Hall,  Grindrod,  B.C.  

FENCE  POSTS— ALL  KINDS,  LOWEST  PRIC- 

es  ever  quoted.  North  West  Coal  Co., 
Edmonton. 


DENTISTS 


DR.    E.    R.    SAWYER,    DENTIST,    231  8TH 

Avenue    W.,  Calgary.  

DR.  LEE  R.  DODDS,   DENTAL  SURGEON, 

408    McLeod   Building,  Edmonton.  

DR.    W.    SCOTT    HAMILTON,  DENTIST.— 

X-Ray.     318  Birk's  Buildina.  E.I  tii..nton. 


LEGAL  AND  PATENTS 


CORMACK  AND  BASARAB,  SOLICITORS  AND 

Notaries,  Ukrainian  correspondence  invited. 
39  Gariepy  Block,  Edmonton. 


RUTHERFORD,  RUTHERFORD  &  McCUAIG, 

Barristers,  Solicitors,  Notaries,  916  McLeod 
B'lilding,  Edmonton. 


MOTHERSILL.   &  DYDE,  SOLICITORS  FOR 

the  Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool,  Ltd. 
iVloney  to  Loan,  704  McLeod  Building, 
Edmonton. 


BENNETT.  HANNAH  &  SANFORD.  BARBIS- 

ters  and  Solic  tors,  Calgary,  Alberta 

SHORT,  ROSS,  SHAiV  &  MAYHOOD.— BAR- 

risters,  Solicitors,  Notaries.  Imperial  Bank 
Bldg.,  Calgary. 

W.  H  SELLAR,  LL.B.,  BARRISTER  AND  SO- 

licitor,  306  Grain  Exchange  Building,  Cal- 
gary. Phone  M7405.  Residence  Phone, 
S0365. 


FORD,   MILLER   &  HARVIE,  BARRISTERS, 

Solicitors,  Patent  Attorneys  and  Agents  for 
all  countries.  65  Canada  Life  Bldg.,  Cal- 
gary. Patent  drawings  and  applications  pre- 
pared by  our  own  staff,  ensuring  secrecy  and 
prompt  service. 


A.    LANNAN    &    COMPANY,  BARRISTERS, 

Solicitors,  Notaries,  lll-8th  Ave.  W.,  Cal- 
gary. Phone  M3429.  Specializing  in  Do- 
mestic Law,  including  probate,  divorce  and 
settlement  of  estates. 


»  AT  E  N  T  S 

A  List  of  "Wanted  Inventions'  and  Full 

Information     Sent     Fre«     on  Request 
The  RAMSAY  Co. 

Dept.  273.  273   Bank  Street.  Ottawa.  Ont. 


CLEANING  AND  DYEING 


Garments  &  Household  Goods 

of  all  kind*  cleaned  and  dyed.    Price  list  and 

information  upon  request. 
EMPIRE  CLEANING  &  DYEING  CO.,  Ltd. 
234-236  Twelfth  Ave.  West,  Calgary,  Alta. 


KODAK  FINISHING 
EVERTTHING  IN  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Return  Poitag*  Paid  on  All  tVork 
We  have  been  doing  photographic  work  in 
Calgary  for  years  and  employ  none  but  experta 
in  our  laboratories. 
Mail  your  work  <o  W.  J.  OLIVER 
^^*)^  Eighth  Avenu{«,  W«st,  Calsary,  Alta. 
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RUMELY 

with,  a 
nevo 


{Sensational  Six 


^  speeds  Torwcii  ui 


L-IERE'S  the  biggest  news  in  the 
history  of  farm  tractors! 
It  is  the  latest  and  most  thriUing 
achievement  of  Rumely's  famous 
engineering  staff — a  new,  six-cyl- 
inder tractor — with  features  never 
seen  on  a  tractor  before  .  .  .  de- 
signed to  meet  the  power  farmer's 
demand  for  more  power,  more 
flexibility,  more  speed] 

6-cy Under  power! 

This  new  Rumely  6-cylinder  trac- 
tor delivers  increased  horsepower, 
and  what  wonderful  power  it  is! 
Here  is  plenty  of  power  for  plow- 
ing, discing,  hauling,  and  the 
steadiest  flow  of  power  you  ever 
experienced  for  belt  work. 


6  speeds  forward 

Not  just  two  or  three  speeds  for- 
ward, but  six  easily  graduated 
steps  of  pulling  power  to  handle 
every  possible  load  condition. 

Think!  The  flexibility  of  a  mod- 
ern 6-cylinder  engine  combined 
with  6  speeds  forwardl  Stalling 
becomes  a  thing  of  the  past! 

A  4-plow  at  the  weight  of  a  3 

The  new  Rumely  "Six"  handles 
all  four-plow  jobs  easily.  Yet  it 
weighs  no  more  than  the  ordinary 
three.  No  soil  packing.  No  heavy 
weight  to  haul  around.  This  new- 
type  Rumely  "Six"  has  everything, 
yet  it  costs  no  more  than  a  four. 

Many  other  features 

Only  a  few  of  the  many  features  of 
this  new  Rumely  "Six"  can  be 
mentioned  here.  Such  as  easy 
starting  in  any  weather;  easy  gear 
shifting;  positive,  easy-acting 
clutch;  &  fingertip  steering;  clear 
vision  forward;  scientifically  ar- 
ranged controls:  big,  roomy  plat- 
form tor  driver;  improved  lubri- 
cation; reduced  oil 
consumption. 


Rumely  long  life  at  a 
low  price 

Rumely-built  equipment  has  al- 
ways had  a  reputation  for  relia- 
bility— for  long  life — for  low  main- 
tenance cost.  This  sensational  new 
Rumely  "Six"  comes  from  the 
same  quality  stock.  No  service  it 
can  receive  on  your  farm  will  ever 
equal  the  strains  each  and  every 
part  has  already  met  in  exhaustive 
field  tests.  You  ought  to  know 
everything  about  this  latest 
achievement  in  modern  tractor 
building.  Mail  the  coupon.  We 
will  send  you  at  once  the  complete 
details  and  the  sensationally  low 
pricel 

ADVANCE-RUMELY  THRESHER 
CO..  INC..  LA  PORTE,  INDIANA 

WINNIPEG.  MAN. 
CALGARY.  ALTA. 
REGINA.  SASK. 
SASKATOON,  SASK. 
EDMONTON.  ALTA. 


RlilMELY  O 


ADVANCE-RUMELY  THRESHER  CO.. 
Dept.  CL,  Addiess  Neatest  Branch 


Inc., 


Mail  me  everything  about  your  new  Rumely  "6"  tractor 

at  once.    I  (arm  acres.   I  own  tractors  now. 

I  do  not  own  a  tractor. 


Name... 
Addreat. 
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